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(Illustrations by Bethann G. Merkle)Sketching en plein airD RAWN TO QUEBEC

Bethann G. meRkle  
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The sun was brilliant, the 
sky was bluebird blue, 
and the Roger-Van den 

Hende botanical gardens 
was swarming – with local 
sketchers. Imagine a day-long 
f lash mob involving some 
thirty people drawing and 
painting the roses, lily pads, 
bumble bees and gazebos. 

That is what you would 
have seen had you visited 
the botanical gardens of 
Université Laval on Boulevard 
Hochelaga last Saturday. 
July 12 was the 44th World-
wide SketchCrawl, an event 
during which urban sketch-
ing enthusiasts around the 
globe indulged in public 
group-sketching marathons. 
The Quebec City event was 
organized by Yvan Breton and 
Céline Poulin, both of whom 
have been actively sketch-
ing the city and environs for 
several years. 

Breton told the QCT why 

he enjoys bringing sketchers 
together. He explained that 
group sketching provides 

“space and time for learning 
about our environment, pencil 
in hand, with enthusiastic 

companions to share [the 
learning experience].” He 
added, “We come back a little 
more skillful each time, with 
sketches in which a part of 
reality has been captured.”

Urban sketching 
This type of sketching is 

increasingly referred to as 
“urban sketching,” which is 
done on location in human-
influenced environments. 
The non-profit organization 
Urban Sketchers, with its 
30-plus chapters, forms a 
hub for this type of sketching. 
Internationally, thousands of 
sketchers of all skill levels 
contribute to the organiza-
tion’s mission which is, in 
part, “to raise the artistic, 
storytelling and educational 
value of location drawing.” 
Urban Sketchers website 
(www.urbansketchers.org) 
states, “We aim to show 
the world, one drawing at 
a time.”

This v isual exchange 
appeals to Natalie Pavey, a 

translator who moved here 
from the U.S. in 2010. A 
regular participant in local 
sketching activities, she told 
the QCT, “It’s fun sketching 
in a group because you get 
to share what you create 
with other people around you.” 
Pavey also sees drawing as a 
way to connect with Quebec 
City. She explained, “You 
never know how a drawing is 
going to look at the end [...] 
you surprise yourself in the 
process and discover a new 
way of looking at the world 
around you.” 

Local group-sketching 
opportunities

Additional information 
about local SketchCrawls 
(which take place approxi-
mately every three months) 
can be found online (in 

French) at http://www.sketch-
crawl.com/forum/viewtopic.
php?f=71&t=11866#p55972 

For those interested in 
more frequent group-sketch-
ing outings, the Collectif des 
Ateliers libres en Arts visuels 
de Québec (CALAVAQ) organ-
izes an on-going series of 
portrait-sketching sessions 
at the Domaine de Maizerets 
and sketching meet-ups at 
events such as the Fête de 
la Nouvelle-France. Visit 
CALAVAQ’s French-language 
website for details: www.
calavq.org. 

Information about Sketch-
Crawls and CALAVAQ sessions 
is also available in English at 
www.drawntoquebec.com/p/
calendar.html. 

Tension filled the air as fans watched the FIFA World Cup final at the Ninkasi Bar on 
Sunday afternoon.

What’s the German word for “party”?  
Late German heroics thrill fans of “the world’s game”

Chéri (e), j’arrive, a 
popular music show 
on 94.3 CHYZ FM, was 

broadcasting live from the 
top floor of the Ninkasi bar 
on Rue Saint-Jean on Sunday 
afternoon. But nearly all eyes 
and ears, including sometimes 
those of the radio team them-
selves, were focused on a 
broadcast of events thousands 
of miles away in Brazil.

“We’re having to contend 
with a bit of World Cup fever 
here …” said host Émilie 
Rioux, on the air.

The FIFA World Cup, the 
international championship 
of men’s elite soccer held 
every four years, is the world’s 
most watched sporting event. 
Nearly a billion people on 
every continent were expected 
to watch Sunday’s final, in-
cluding just under 80,000 at 
the Estadio Maracana in Rio 
de Janeiro and thousands in 
bars and specially set up “fan 
zones” across Canada. Quebec 
City was no exception.

The Ninkasi was full to 
bursting throughout the 
match, and many fans had to 
stand throughout. “We’ve had 
reservations for the final for 
weeks now,” said one waitress. 
A waiter commented that the 
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bar could accommodate about 
320 people and was certainly 
approaching that number. 
About 40 minutes before the 
game, management began 
turning away fans who hadn’t 
made reservations or arrived 
early. The fans who did get 
in settled down to watch 
Germany face off against 
Argentina. You could hear a 
pin drop – except when the 
ball approached the goal line 
and fans screamed with hope 
or frustration.

Recreational soccer player 
Pierre Lapointe had reserved 
a corner of the bar with a 
group of friends. “We’re all 
soccer players, both the guys 
and the girls,” he said. “The 
World Cup is a really special 
event for us because it’s the 
biggest event in soccer, and 
soccer is the most followed 
sport on Earth.” “I’d like Ar-
gentina to win because I think 
of soccer as a South American 
sport. Also,” Lapointe added, 

“Germany wins too often. I 
was for Colombia in the be-
ginning.”

“I’m for Germany because 
all of the other teams I liked 
have lost,” commented Louis-
Gabriel Belzile, wearing a 
France T-shirt. “I keep an 
eye on soccer in Europe and 
I’m a fan of the major- league 

team Montreal Impact, but 
the World Cup is such an 
event. Everyone gets into it 
every four years. I mean, look 
at how packed this bar is. It’s 
great.”

“I support Germany mainly 
because my mom is German,” 
said Belzile’s friend Évelyne 
Labrie, decked out in a white 
Germany jersey. “I’m confident 
they’re going to win, but Ar-
gentina is a good team.”

Kaitlyn and Andrew, sib-
lings visiting from Cincinnati, 
Ohio, wore shamrock-green 
Germany-away uniforms. “We 
have German heritage and 
she’s been living in Germany,” 
commented Andrew. “It will 
be close, but I hope Germany 
is going to pull it out.”

Argentina forward Gonzalo 
Higuain had three scoring 
chances in the first half, but 
two missed the goal completely 
and one goal was disallowed 
because Higuain’s teammates 
were in an illegal offside 
position. Argentine striker 
Lionel Messi also had several 
chances but all were stopped 
by the German defence or the 
goalposts. The German players 
were not much luckier. Ninety 
minutes of regulation time 
flew by, then the first fifteen 
minutes of overtime.

With eight minutes left, 

German substitute Mario 
Gotze brought fans to their 
feet with a clean goal, bounc-
ing a pass from teammate 
André Schurrle off his chest 
before poking the ball past 
Argentina goalkeeper Sergio 
Romero.

The celebrations were 
brief because, unlike in 
hockey, overtime periods 
in soccer must be played to 
the end. Argentina had two 
more good chances in the 
closing minutes, one saved by 

Germany goalkeeper Manuel 
Neuer, who would be voted 
keeper of the tournament, and 
the other booted over the net 
by Messi. 

As the clock ticked down, 
the sighs of Argentine fans 
were drowned out by the 
celebrations of Germany 
supporters, who hugged, high-
fived, clinked glasses and sang 

“Deutschland uber alles.” 
The legendary statue of 

Jesus on Corcovado Mountain 
in Rio lit up in the orange and 

red of the German flag as 
German fans savoured their 
country’s fourth World Cup.

For Argentina, Brazil and 
the 29 other nations who left 
this World Cup without the 
big prize, the countdown to 
the 2018 World Cup in Russia 
has already begun. However, 
fans of elite international 
soccer, especially Canadian 
fans, won’t have to wait nearly 
that long. The FIFA Women’s 
World Cup opens in Toronto 
on June 6, 2015. 


