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on the Plains of Abraham

FREE

Program online: 

THEPLAINSOFABRAHAM.CA 
Info-show line: 418 648-4050

Parking on performance nights: $7

Thursday – 8:00 p.m.

QUINTETTE LORRAINE GAGNON: 
TRIBUTE TO GERSHWIN, 
ELLINGTON AND PORTER   
Friday – 8:00 p.m.

LUCKY UKE
Saturday – 8:00 p.m.

RAGLEELA
Sunday – 8:00 p.m.

CLOSING NIGHT 
VARIETIES: TRIBUTE 
TO CROONERS 

(Illustrations by Bethann G. Merkle)The buzz about beesD RAWN TO QUEBEC

BethaNN G. merKle  
BethaNN@qctoNliNe.com

It could be argued that 
bees make the world 
work.
 Their diversity and sheer 

numbers are astounding. 
Bees of all stripes pollinate 
Quebec City residents' veggie 
and berry patches, contrib-
ute to abundant harvests in 
Quebec's countryside and 
forests, and are also a key 
food source for birds and 
other small wildlife. This is 
equally true in much of the 
rest of the world.

 And yet, bees are often 
disparaged, feared, or 
ignored. Worse, bees face a 
host of threats. As a result, 
better public and scientific 
understanding of bees is es-
sential for their conservation 
and protection.

 By the numbers
By the year 2000, some 

20,000 bee species had been 
described worldwide, and 
this number is expected 
to increase. At least 4,000 
species of bees are involved 
in the pollination of wild 
plants and food crops in 
North America alone. In 
2000, ag-related pollination 
by bees was worth an esti-
mated $14.6 billion in the U.S. 
Worldwide, close to a third 
of human food production 
involves bees.

 A key bee clarification
Not all bees are honey 

bees. Even our most familiar 
– the fuzzy, slower-moving, 
and relatively large bum-
blebee – doesn't produce 
surplus honey. Two hundred 
and fifty species of bumble-
bees belong to the genera 

Bombus. They form small 
colonies of fewer than 50 
individuals – the majority of 
which, instead of storing up 
honey for the winter, simply 
die in autumn. Only queen 
bees that have successfully 
mated will overwinter. The 
next spring, these queens 
will lay their fertilized eggs 
and establish brand-new col-
onies. Bumblebees are only 
aggressive if threatened.

 In comparison, the bees 
we owe our gratitude to for 
their “liquid gold” are the 
aptly named honey bees 
(Apis mellifera). In contrast 
with the bold colour blocks 
(yellow, black, brown) of 
bumblebees, honey bees 
have many stripes. Because 
they tend to be noticeably 
smaller and less fuzzy than 
bumblebees, you might think 
they are wasps. Though they 
live in colonies of hundreds 
or thousands, honey bees 
are unaggressive unless 
threatened. Because these 
bees typically winter in 
large numbers, they produce 
surplus honey and honey-
comb.

 To bee or not to bee
Melittologists (scientists 

who study bees) agree that 
science has only scratched 
the surface of many bee mys-
teries. For example, major 
projects in the past decade 
have barely begun to consoli-
date what researchers know 
about North American bees. 

The causes of colony col-
lapse disorder (as the severe 
and international decline in 
bee populations is commonly 
known) are also of great 
interest. A handful of issues 
are thought to contribute 

to bee declines: habitat 
loss due to agricultural 
intensification, urbaniza-
tion, pollution, pesticides, 
diseases and parasites that 
spread from managed bees 
to wild populations, and 
climate change.

In 2013, a prime example 
of the unintended conse-
quences of human-influenced 
change in bee behaviour was 
announced by University of 
Guelph researchers. While 
studying bees in Toronto, J. 
Scott MacIvor and Andrew 
E. Moore discovered two 
distinct species of bees using 
plastic polymers for nest 
construction. One species 
used fragments of plastic 
bags as they would have 
used leaves, while the other 
used a plastic-based outdoor 
building caulking material 
as it would have used tree 
resin. The scientists found 
that the bees are actually 
experimenting and think 
this may be because plastic 

Notes such as those accompanying this sketch could 
help you identify the bumblebees busily pollinating your 
geraniums and basil.

Certainly, a quick sketch can be helpful for identifying the 
type of bee you've seen. However, as the notes on this 
sketch indicate, visually recording what you see also leads 
to a better understanding of what you are seeing.

Chamber Organ and 
Choral Music Festival
SuBmitted By douGlaS 
reNFroe

The Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity in Quebec City’s 
Old Town is hosting 

its first Chamber Organ 
and Choral Music Festival, 
from August 12 to August 
18. Singers and organists 
from the United States and 
Canada are participating 
in this exciting musical 
event, which will feature 
the Cathedral’s unique 1790 
chamber organ. Dr. Benjamin 
Waterhouse, director of 
music and organist for 
the Cathedral, will be the 
featured organist.

 The concept behind this 
event began last summer 
when Dr. Douglas Renfroe, 
the Cathedral’s artist-in-res-
idence for the summer, took 
the suggestion to Rev. Chris-
tian Schreiner, Dean of the 
Cathedral, and Waterhouse. 
What started as a simple 
discussion has grown into a 
week-long musical event that 
will feature rehearsals and 
touring opportunities for the 
participants. In addition, a 
concert will be presented as 
part of the Midi en Musique 
series on Thursday, August 
14, at 12:30 p.m. in the Cathe-
dral. The concert is open to 
the public and free-will dona-
tions will be accepted. 

 This noon-hour concert 
will be a tempting sample 
of the music to be presented 
on Sunday, August 17, at 3:00 
p.m. in the Cathedral. In 
addition to music presented 

by Dr. Waterhouse on the 
chamber organ, there will 
be music performed by other 
organists, including Julie 
Wenger from Fort Myers 
Beach, FL. Vocal workshops 
will be given, and baritone 
Paul Guehler from Naples, 
FL, will sing a solo that has 
been prepared with Sandra 
Bender, choirmaster at the 
Cathedral. Bender will also 
provide a solo.

 The combined choirs 
taking part in the Festi-
val will sing three choral 
numbers, including a pow-
erful spiritual by the late 
Moses Hogan entitled “Hear 
My Prayer.” An original 
composition by artist-in-
residence Renfroe will have 
its première at the Midi en 
Musique concert. “Requiem 
Motet” is dedicated to two 
American composers-con-
ductors who participated in 
international music festivals 
during their lifetimes: Daniel 
Moe and Paul Christiansen. 

 To round out the August 
14 concert will be several 
solos sung by Renfroe, a bass 
baritone. Joining Dr. Renfroe 
will be flutist Lauren Dillard 
from Los Angeles, CA, and 
Naples, FL.

 This is one Midi en 
Musique program that will 
have something for everyone 
in the audience. The Cathe-
dral is located on 31, rue des 
Jardins in historic Quebec 
City. If you are interested in 
taking part in the Festival 
as a chorister, the first re-

hearsal will be in Carter Hall 
(adjacent to the Cathedral) 
on Tuesday, August 12, at 
7:00 p.m. Additional infor-
mation may be obtained by 
contacting Global Tourisme, 
the organizers of the Festival, 
at 418 684-0662.

 The culmination of the 
week is the featured concert 
on Sunday, August 17, at 3:00 
p.m. in the Cathedral. A choir 
of 40 to 50 singers will be 
accompanied by members 
of the Quebec Symphony 
Orchestra and directed by 
Renfroe. Both the great 
organ and the historic 
chamber organ will be used. 
The featured work will be 
Haydn’s Little Organ Mass. 
Soprano Sandra Bender will 
be the soloist.  

The chamber organ was 
built in 1790 for a friend 
of Franz Josef Haydn, who 
actually played on this very 
instrument. This concert 
creates a unique opportu-
nity to showcase a piece of 
music that was quite possibly 
written for this very organ 
now located in the heart of 
Old Quebec. 

This major concert is 
open to the public and 
free-will donations will be 
accepted to assist in offset-
ting expenses. This will be 
the first of these Festivals, 
with the ultimate goal of 
establishing the Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity as a concert 
location alternative within 
the area.

garbage is ubiquitous. Con-
sidering we now live in what 
the scientists are calling a 

“plastic-rich” environment, 
bees may gain an advantage 
from adapting to use plastics. 
However, there are also 
concerns that issues such as 
high moisture and the chemi-
cal by-products of plastics 
could negate any adaptive 
benefit the bees might gain 
from using plastics.

 Bee basics with a scien-
tific basis

For an enjoyable read 
based on sound science, bee 
fans might enjoy professor-
naturalist Bernd Heinrich's 
Bumblebee Economics (pub-
lished by Harvard University 
Press, 2004). In keeping with 
the illustrated theme of this 
column, bee enthusiasts of 
all ages will be delighted by 
biologist Jay Hosler's Clan 

Apis comic book and series 
about a honey bee named 
Nyuki. 

Online, www.xerces.org, 
www.bumblebeewatch.org, 
and www.wildlifepreserva-
tion.ca /species-in-need/
canadian-species/ all provide 
information on bees at risk, 
how to identify and monitor 
the bees near you, and how 
to create pollinator-friendly 
habitat at home.


