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Drawn to natural history and science through art
shirley nadeau  
shirley@qCtonline.Com

Last Thursday evening, 
artist and photojournal-
ist Bethann G. Merkle 

gave a “sketchy” art lesson 
in the old chemistry lab of 
the Morrin Centre, as part 
of its Connecting through 
Culture series. 

Armed with pencils and 
sketch books, and a glass of 
wine, some 20 enthusiastic 
participants, including this 
writer, were treated first of 
all to a fascinating lesson 
by Merkle on the history of 
drawing, from prehistoric 
stick-figure pictographs 
of animals and people on 
cave walls, to the more 
two-dimensional Egyptian 
drawings, and on up to 
modern times with more 
realistic three-dimensional 
shading and perspective. We 
also learned about the inven-
tion of paper, the graphite 
pencil and the rubber eraser, 

Louisa and Minum Blair admire some of Bethann Merkle’s watercolour sketches during 
the Q&A period after their drawing lesson at the Morrin Centre.  

all essential tools for budding 
artists.   

Participants went from 
blind sketching (we weren’t 
allowed to look at our drawing 
or lift pencil from paper 
while looking at the object we 
were trying to draw – a leaf, 
an acorn, a wine glass), to 
tracing, “frottage” (rubbing), 
and shadow drawing, and by 
the end of the evening we had 
all succeeded in producing 
pretty decent representa-
tions of the objects we had 
chosen to depict. Some even 
went as far as to add colour 
using crayons or water paints. 
Our instructor encouraged us 
all to practise to get better. 

Merkle explained that 
as a child she was naturally 
drawn to sketching. During 
high school and university 
years, she studied science 
and natural history and, on 
field trips, she kept journals 
in which she made drawings 
of what she was studying. 

Her “Eureka!” moment came 
when she realized she could 
combine her two passions, 
art and nature. Months into 
a natural history course, she 
gave her classmates a lesson 
on the basics of drawing, 
prompting them to confess 
they wished they’d known 
how to draw at the beginning 
of the year. Merkle said that 
is what inspired her to share 
her passion for drawing with 
others. 

A lively Q&A period and 
discussion about naturalists 
and artists – can they be one 
and the same? – followed the 
instruction period. 

Should you be interested, 
Merkle provides drawing 
tips and a behind-the-scenes 
look at the Drawn to Quebec 
column at w w w.draw n-
toquebec.com. She has also 
written an e-book, Guide to 
Sketching and Field Journal 
Basics, which describes 
how to get started and in-
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cludes some of the sketching 
techniques explored in the 

Thursday evening workshop. 
The guide is also available at 

www.drawntoquebec.com. 

Mirjana Lucic-Baroni wins the Coupe Banque Nationale 

ruBy PratKa          
ruBy@qCtonline.Com

This year’s Coupe Banque 
Nationale tennis tourna-
ment (formerly known 

as the Challenge Bell) was 
intended to be the Venus 
Williams show. On paper, 
Williams, a seven-time major 
champion and 20-year veteran 
of elite women’s tennis, was 
an easy bet to win her 46th 
career title on the Women’s 
Tennis Association tour. 

However, not everyone had 
read the script – certainly 
not Françoise Abanda, Lucie 
Hradecka or Mirjana Lucic-
Baroni. In a duel of fast serves 
and hard-to-match power, 
Lucic-Baroni swung her way 
past Williams to a 6-4, 6-3 
victory at the PEPS athletic 
centre at Université Laval.  

“My opponent played too 
well for me today,” Williams 
said. “I think I played pretty 
well, but she just went for 
everything. I guess she had 

Doubles winners Lucie Hradecka and Mirjana Lucic-Baroni, 
who also took the singles title, speak to the press after 
their win. 

extra motivation.” 
For Lucic-Baroni, it was 

her first WTA title since a 
1998 tournament in Croatia, 
which she won as a 16 -
year-old. She reached the 
semi-finals of Wimbledon in 
1999 only to fall suddenly off 
the map. 

“Life happened a little bit,” 
she says of the family and 
health issues that derailed 
her career. In recent years, 
she toiled on the Interna-
tional Tennis Federation 
Challenger Circuit, a second-
tier tour. “It’s been so long 
since I’ve been in a final 
that I’ve forgotten what it 
feels like,” she said. “I’ve 
been working really hard to 
earn my way back.” A coach-
ing change, a surprise run 
to the fourth round at last 
month’s U.S. Open, and an 
intense work ethic fuelled 
her resurgence. 

Williams won the first 
two games of the first set, 
but Lucic matched her and 

the two players were intro-
duced, words like “massacre” 
and “embarrassment” could 
be heard from the mouths 
of journalists and fans. Ten 
minutes later, when Abanda 
had taken a 2-0 first set lead 
on her childhood idol, the 
cynicism had given way to 
raucous applause.

Abanda lost the match, 7-5 
6-3, but took some positives 
from the experience. “(Venus) 
is the strongest player I’ve 
ever played," Abanda said. 

"I’m going to go forward and 
play a lot of girls now and not 
be nervous anymore.” 

“If  she (Abanda) puts the 
work in, she can only go up,” 
said Williams, who made her 
first Grand Slam final in July 
1997, when Abanda was three 
months old. “She has a lot of 
talent.” 

The tournament had 
other highlights, including 
Williams’ 6-1 6-2 dismantling 
of Ukrainian qualifier Olga 
Savchuk, a brilliant three-set 
quarter-final match between 
Williams and Lucie Hradecka, 
and American fourth seed 
Shelby Rogers’ three-set, 
three-hour second-round epic 
against American qualifier 

Asia Muhammad (Williams 
would defeat Rogers in the 
semi-finals).

Off the court, Williams’ 
adventure at the Jacques-
Cartier Curling Club provided 
some light-hearted moments. 

“It was so much fun! When 
you slide on the ice you feel 
so free,” said Williams, who 
learned to sweep and throw 
the stone from a local curler. 

"I want a real match next 
time. But until I come back 
to Canada I probably won’t 
have the chance.” 

Shine on, harvest moon
suBmitted By lise lafond

Every full moon has 
a  n a m e ,  a n d  o n 
September 8, 2014, a 

bright harvest moon lit up 
the sky. At harvest time 

after sunset, farmers relied 
on moonlight so they could 
work later in their fields and 
bring in their crops. 

This year’s harvest moon 
qualifies as a supermoon, 
because the moon is turning 

full less than one day after 
reaching lunar perigee – the 
moon’s closest point to Earth 
for the month. The next full 
moon will be the hunter’s 
moon, on October 8,  2014. 

never again fell behind. After 
sealing the second set, she 
fell to her knees and pumped 
her fists in silent delight.

“It was absolutely incred-
ible,” she gushed. “I can’t 
really f ind the words. I 
played such a match today. 
I’m still in a state of shock … 
I forgot what it’s like to hold 
a trophy.” 

Later that afternoon, 
Lucic-Baroni teamed up 
with hard-hitting Czech 
player Lucie Hradecka to 
take the doubles title. That 
match ended in an 11-9 tie-
break, and Hradecka and 
Lucic-Baroni leaped into 
each other’s arms. Lucic-
Baroni now had two trophies, 
after so many seasons with 
none. Her unexpected double 
concluded an emotional week 
of tennis. On the first day of 
the first round, Canadian 
tennis fans said goodbye to 
a veteran, Stéphanie Dubois, 
and hello to a rising star, 
Françoise Abanda.  

“It was important for me to 
finish my career in Quebec, 
on my home turf, so thank 
you for coming,” Dubois 
addressed the crowd after 
her first-round loss. Dubois, 
27, says she wants to start 
a family and begin a new 
career. 

“Tennis has been an en-
riching career, I’ve met some 
extraordinary people, I’ve 
travelled to five continents 
and played in grand slams. 
I wanted a new challenge, 
but first I wanted to finish 
in Quebec.

“Look at the new genera-
tion in Canada with Eugénie 
(Bouchard) and Françoise 
(Abanda),” Dubois added. 

“With their results, they could 
win grand slams. It’s their 
time now.” 

Abanda, 17, played Wil-
liams in the first round. As 

This harvest moon 
photo was taken 
at  10:34 p.m. on 
September 8, 2014, 
in Sainte-Catherine-

de-la-Jacques 
Cartier.


