
 
Well, drawing can. Because, drawing  

isn’t exclusively for the pros. 
After all, the curiosity, close observation, recording, 
and critical thinking required for drawing should seem 

quite familiar to any scientist or science teacher.  
 

The primary reason people avoid incorporating 

sketching into their professional work is because 

they have never learned how to draw. 

 
 

I teach researchers and teachers how to make and use drawings. 
 I teach researchers how to incorporate sketching into data collection methodology, publications, and popular 

communication efforts. 

 I teach teachers at all levels (k12-university) how to facilitate sketching as a learning process for their 

students, and how to use student drawings to assess how students are synthesizing what they’re being taught 

(think Arts + STEM = STEAM). 
 

Professional development options: 
1. Research: Sketching compliments a wide range of research methodologies and objectives. Your own drawings 

can also be extremely useful for communication and outreach purposes. I will customize your session(s) to ensure you 

gain the necessary skills to produce sketches that enhance your research process and communications efforts.  

 

Topics range from basic drawing (shading, perspective, etc.) and how to make accurate sketches, to how to digitize 

your images and what makes a compelling drawing. 
 

2. Teaching & Assessment: Drawing is a powerful learning and assessment tool, and I 

offer training to help you incorporate drawing into your teaching methodology.  

Depending on what you want, we can focus on the nuances of facilitating basic sketching 
activities, how to incorporate a field journal into your curriculum, and/or the practical 

aspects of using drawings to assess how well your students understand what you’re 

teaching. 

 

This is a great option for field course instructors – field course students are often told, 

but not taught, how to draw. I can help you remedy that oversight, by coaching your staff, 

teaching your students, or both.  

What if drawing could: 

 

 aid learning & memorization; 

 help clarify what you know; 

 enhance research methodology; 

 improve value of student assessments; 

 enhance public communication efforts; 

 lead to collaborations between scientists and artists 
that may result in better science. 

 

 

https://bgmerklecommunications.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/ainsworth_drawing-to-learn-in-science_science-2011.pdf
http://www.drawntoscience.org/researchers/index.html
https://bgmerklecommunications.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/s-knapp-review-of-field-notes-on-science-and-nature_nature-08-2011.pdf
http://www.picturingtolearn.org/
http://blogs.plos.org/attheinterface/2013/06/19/why-art-and-science/
http://blogs.plos.org/attheinterface/2012/11/22/why-scientists-should-care-about-art/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to know a little more? 
I am an artist and photojournalist who believes everyone can learn to sketch, and that 

there are lots of benefits to when you do.  

 

I have taught about the synergy of art and science for nearly a decade. In doing 

so, I’ve taught researchers, teachers, and professors. I've worked with k-12, 

homeschool, and university students, and even “senior university” students. I’ve 

collaborated with organizations like the Ecological Society of America, the Boone & 

Crockett Club, the University of Montana’s Wilderness Institute, the Watershed 

Education Network, and even the U.S. Consulate in Quebec City. See what folks think of 

my workshops and classes. 

 
Along with teaching sketching workshops and classes, my passion is creating images that communicate about the natural 

world, food, and sustainability. My award-winning work can be seen in numerous publications, including American 
Scientist, Camas, Montana Outdoors, and the Quebec Chronicle-Telegraph (where I pen the Drawn to Quebec illustrated 

column). Finally, here’s a great example of the type of illustration project I love. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

CONNECT 
Contact me today to discuss how a drawing lesson, workshop, or coaching for yourself, staff or research 

colleagues, or your students can enhance your science. 
 

Bethann Garramon Merkle 
b.g.merkle@gmail.com 

www.commnatural.com 

Skype: CommNatural 

Facebook: CommNatural 

Twitter: @CommNatural 

Everyone can sketch, even you. 
It could be argued that humans are actually born knowing how to draw. That being said, modern drawing basics are 

learned, not inherited. Fundamental skills, techniques, and knowledge of different media can be taught, practiced, and 

improved upon.  
 

“I used your facilitated nature drawing exercises with two groups  

I taught this weekend at Harvard Forest, and even though  

I’m not an artist, they thought I was! Thanks for the resources.”  

C. Hart, MFA; Harvard Forest Outreach & Development  
Manager for Education & Research Programs 

 

Quick Links 
 Artful Science 

 Drawing from Life 

 Guide to incorporating drawing into science & 
natural history 

 Blog: EcoArt + SciComm Tips 

http://commnatural.com/whats-in-it-for-you/recognition-testimonials/ecoart-client-testimonials/
http://commnatural.com/whats-in-it-for-you/recognition-testimonials/ecoart-client-testimonials/
http://www.drawntoquebec.com/
http://www.drawntoquebec.com/
http://commnatural.com/2014/08/25/what-a-frog-in-pants-taught-me-about-good-visual-communication/
http://commnatural.com/contact/
mailto:b.g.merkle@gmail.com
http://www.commnatural.com/
http://www.historyofdrawing.com/History_of_Drawing/Prologue.html
http://commnatural.com/whats-in-it-for-you/coaching-instruction/workshops-artful-science/
http://commnatural.com/whats-in-it-for-you/coaching-instruction/workshops-sketching-journaling/
http://commnatural.com/2013/08/05/incorporating-drawing-into-natural-history-science/
http://commnatural.com/2013/08/05/incorporating-drawing-into-natural-history-science/
http://commnatural.com/category/ecocomm/

