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Students receive recognition for their volunteer work at St. Lawrence College: Justin 
Royer and Catherine Gagné for their work for the Héma-Québec Blood Drive, Julia 
Tétrault-Provencher, Marie-Eve Lauzer and Audrey Ann Lavoie for their work for the 
Leucan Shaved Head Challenge. 

Ph
ot

o 
su

bm
it

te
d 

by
 Jo

an
ne

 G
os

se
lin

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f B
ird

 P
ro

te
ct

io
n 

Q
ue

be
c,

 t
ak

en
 b

y 
m

em
be

r 
C

hu
ck

 K
lin

g

Su b m i t t e d  b y  J o a n n e 
GoSSeLin

Champlain St. Lawrence 
College held its 2nd annual 
Cultural and Community 
Banquet on Thursday April 
26. This banquet is our way 
to congratulate  all our stu-
dents involved in in the wide 
variety of activities through-
out the year. The number 
of cultural and community 
events this year at St. Law-
rence was extraordinary. 
Their commitment adds so 
much to our college's life. 
We are very proud of all 
their achievements.

The following people 
received an award: Alex-
andra Lapointe, Amanda 
Sweeney, Arnaud Hamelin, 

Audrey-ann Lavoie, Carmen 
Rachiteanu, Caroline La-
flamme, Catherine Gagné , 
Charles Boulinguez, David 
Kirkegaard, Emile Carrier, 
Fred Martin, Gabrielle 
Jacobs, Gregory Haberlin, 
Julia Tétrault-Provencher, 
Justin Royer, Kerry Ann 
Marcotte, Léa Ferland, 
Louis-Alexandre Labelle, 
Marie-Eve Lauzer, Marjo-
rie Boies, Mathieu Gauvin, 
Michael Boissoneault , 
Nadezhda Vasileva, Nick 
Walling, Philip Martinello, 
Samuel Dutil-Belley, Steven 
Leblanc, William Slaght.

Fred Martin, geogra-
phy teacher and leader 
of various groups such as 
Eco-St-Lo, was also recog-

nized for his dedication and 
leadership in organizing a 
number of activities this 
past year.

The work of two groups 
of students was highlighted 
at the end of the evening. 
The results and impact of 
our annual blood drive (107 
units were donated), and 
of the Shaved Head Chal-
lenge ($4,267 were raised 
for Leucan), something to 
be proud of for an organiza-
tion of our size. The people 
from both Héma-Québec 
and Leucan were extremely 
happy with the results and 
astounded by the level of 
involvement and dedication 
of our small community. 

St. Lawrence College Culture and Community Banquet

The American Kestrel, also known as a Sparrow Hawk, is 
a small charismatic falcon native to Quebec. 

by bethann G. merkLe

At University Laval, an 
on-going kestrel conserva-
tion project takes Earth 
Day considerations to new 
heights. Since 2009, student 
members of the University 
Laval chapter of The Wildlife 
Society have been installing 
and monitoring nestboxes 
designed specifically for 
American Kestrels (Falco 
sparverius). Former Laval 
students, Jean-François Ther-
rien and Jean-Rémi Julien, 
initiated the project as a 
way to launch the chapter, 
and to engage members with 
an ongoing conservation 
project.

American Kestrels are 
the smallest falcon found 
in North America, and their 
range spans much of North 
and South America. Their 
rufus backs and breasts, slate 
blue-gray heads and wings, 
and bold black bars on their 
heads, backs, wings and 
tails make them a favorite 
of bird watchers. Ranging 
from 2.8-5.9 oz in weight and 
7.5-12 inches in length, males 
and females vary more in 
plumage coloration than in 
size. They hunt insects and 
small animals in open fields 
and meadows, and have a 
history as a popular falconry 
species.

Although still considered 
one of the most common 
falcons in North America, 
regional and continent-wide 
trends indicate serious 
declines in kestrel popula-
tions over the past thirty 
years.  Researchers based in 
Quebec and across the con-
tinent have focused efforts 
on identifying factors which 
might be driving this decline. 
Four reasons are widely 
implicated: contamination 
due to pesticides and other 
chemicals, habitat loss and 
degradation, increased pre-
dation by larger birds of prey, 
and West Nile Virus. However, 
according to a number of 
articles and peer-reviewed 
publications, none of these 
factors fully explain the scale 
of the population decline.

Motivated by widespread 
concern about declining 
kestrel populations, kestrel 
nestbox projects make two 
key contributions to conserva-
tion efforts. Kestrels require 
nest cavities, such as those 
often found in standing dead 
trees. As development con-
tinues to decrease available 
habitat, nestboxes designed 
for kestrels are thought to 
help offset this loss. Addition-
ally, known nest locations 
help researchers conduct 
monitoring studies, making 
it easier to evaluate repro-

ductive success and even 
population numbers.

The locally coordinated 
project involves an average 
of 85 nestboxes distributed 
around Quebec City, along 
both shores of the St. Law-
rence River. This year’s 
project coordinator, Maël Le 
Corre, explained the factors 
involved with nestbox place-
ment. “The boxes are placed 
in mature trees, on telephone 
and electricity poles, and 
on the sides of old barns. 
The primary considerations 
for nestbox placement are 
perpetual access to the site 
and proximity to both open 
spaces and wooded areas.”

Several students are 
involved each year with 
various stages of the project. 
In March and early April, all 
the boxes are visited, cleaned, 
and repaired. “In early June,” 
explained Le Corre, “we 
check the boxes again, to 
see if they are occupied by a 
pair of kestrels. A few weeks 
later, we return to the boxes 
in which we found kestrels, 
to confirm whether they 
have laid eggs. If that is the 
case, we return in mid-July 
to band the young kestrels.” 
Students from undergradu-
ate and graduate levels are 
recruited to assist with the 
all-day outings. Undergradu-
ate student Georges Kedl, 

current vice-president of the 
University Laval TWS chapter, 
said he participates because, 

“I think it is important to get 
out and be a part of some-
thing tangible. And, it is 
really important for students, 
our members, to experience 
interacting with the public, 

which is a key part of this 
project.” Le Corre added, “I 
am a PhD student working 
on caribou. Not being a birder, 
I found it really interesting 
and rewarding to take care of 
something related to birds.”  

Le Corre noted that 
last year, four nests were 

occupied, and one pair 
successfully fledged young 
kestrels. He said, “It may 
sound small, but for this 
kind of project, it is a very 
encouraging start. I think 
the occupation of nests often 
takes a few years.” At this 
point, monitoring 85 boxes re-
quires a lot of investment by 
the chapter. It also involves 
a partnership with local resi-
dents.  He elaborated, “The 
majority of nests are placed 
on private property, where 
homeowners can monitor 
the houses regularly, too. If 
nesting success increases, it 
is possible we will expand the 
network of bird houses. Al-
though you might, sometimes, 
find kestrels in urban areas, 
it is more likely to find them 
on the outskirts of a city.”

For more information 
about kestrels and related 
conservation efforts, visit 
kestrel.peregrinefund.org.  
An extra bonus, the site 
features a webcam enabling 
viewers to observe a pair of 
kestrels raising their young 
inside a nestbox.  If you would 
like to personally contribute, 
this site also provides details 
on constructing and placing 
your own nestbox and how 
to join citizen monitoring 
projects.

Local students address the “Kestrel Conundrum”
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orchestra will be presented, 
and many of the ar tists 
invited will be appearing at 
the Domaine Forget for the 
first time, notably the Quatuor 
Borodine, the London Haydn 
Quartet, cellist Lynn Harrell 
and the vocal group Manhattan 
Transfer.

The works of three compos-
ers will be highlighted this 
summer. The 2012 festival 
marks the beginning of a grand 
cycle – “Beethoven au Domaine” 

– to be spread over a number of 
seasons, during which time all 
of Beethoven’s symphonies 

and piano concertos as well 
as many of his chamber music 
pieces will be presented by 
world-class artists and musical 
groups. The program also in-
cludes many of Tchaikovsky’s 
magnificent string quartets. 
The Domaine Forget will also 
mark the 150th anniversary of 
Debussy’s birth by presenting 
several of his works.

During the press confer-
ence, harpist Valérie Milot 
entertained with music by 
Debussy. Milot is a Quebecer 
who, in 2008, became the first 
harpist to win the prestigious 

Prix d’Europe, an award 
offered to young musicians by 
the Quebec government. Her 
first recording, Révélation, 
was released in 2009. She has 
a busy career as a soloist and 
chamber musician and, since 
2004, has been the winner of 
numerous competitions and 
recipient of many awards.

In total, the 2012 season 
at the Domaine Forget  will 
be presenting 75 events, 25 
concerts of classical music, one 
evening of dance and four of 
jazz. There are numerous free 
activities such as 20 master 

classes and 12 concerts by 
the students of the academy. 
There will also be a series of 
thirteen Brunches-musique 
every Sunday. These popular 
brunches are held outdoors 
(weather permitting) on the 
terrace of the dining pavilion 
with a magnificent view of the 
river. A treat for the eyes, ears 
and the taste-buds!  

T h e  A c a d em y  o f  t he 
Domaine Forget of fers a 
number of different sessions 
covering chamber music, brass, 
woodwinds, guitar, strings, 
new music/composition, voice, 

choral singing, jazz singing, 
and dance. Each takes place 
at a different time over the 
summer and fall; students will 
be led by teachers from around 
Quebec, Canada, and the world. 
Students live in dormitories or 
studio apartments on the site. 
At the end of each session, a 
free public concert is offered 
highlighting student perform-
ances.

For a complete list of all of 
this summer’s musical offer-
ings at the Domaine as well as 
information about the academy, 
consult their Web site at www.

domaineforget.com.
On your way to or from 

Saint-Irénée you may choose 
to stop at Baie-Saint-Paul for 
lunch or supper. This delight-
ful artists’ town is jam-packed 
with galleries and boutiques 
and has many excellent res-
taurants. A short drive beyond 
Saint-Irénée, via one of the 
province’s most winding and 
precipitous roads, is the town 
of La Malbaie where you’ll find 
the popular Manoir Richelieu 
hotel and Casino. 

The Domaine Forget, where the hills are alive with the sound of music


