
 www.qctonline.com  Quebec City $1.32 plus GST and QST

 Canada Post Publication no. 40026512 - EDITION VALID UNTIL OCTOBER 23, 2013 -

N o r t h  A m e r i c a ’ s  O l d e s t  N e w s p a p e r  -  S i n c e  1 7 6 4  T M

Search Archives 1764-1970 log onto www.oldestnewspaper.com twitter.com/QCTonline
 Outside Quebec City $2.00 plus GST and QST

QuébecWEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2013 , 249th year, No. 42

     Label /  

Bethann G. Merkle  
Bethann@qctonline.coM

cassandra kerwin 
cassandra@qctonline.coM

Ph
ot

o 
by

 B
et

ha
nn

 G
. M

er
kl

e

Ph
ot

o 
by

 C
as

sa
nd

ra
 K

er
w

in

Emergency 
Diagnostic Services
Senior Care
Community Services
418 684-5333

Emergency 
Diagnostic Services
Senior Care
Community Services
418 684-5333 continued on 2

“Intergalactic” improv at St. Lawrence College

Champlain-St. Lawrence 
College’s French Improv 
Team (FIT) hosted its 

second College Improvisation 
Tournament recently. For 
these competitions, a theme 
is set, and teams of students 
are challenged to create 
sketches about the theme on 
the spot, complete with story 
lines, dialogue and responses. 
Audience response determines 
the winners. 

 Known as the “Ligue 
Pamplemousse” or “Pamps” 
tournament, organizers have 
extended its reach by calling 
it “Intergalactic.” The league 
involves teams from Cégeps in 
the Quebec City area, and the 
St. Lawrence College teams 
have been active since 2006. 

Tournaments begin in 
October, so teams can compete 
against one another for fun in 
the first half of the season. The 
tournament at St. Lawrence 
was the first of the season 
and attracted ten teams. All 
the teams were creative and 
quick-witted. Performers had 
to adopt their personas imme- The Ignivômes of Cégep de Sainte-Foy walked away with the tournament trophy.

diately, sometimes playing two 
characters of different ages, 
personalities and emotions in 
the same sketch.  

Unfortunately for St. Law-
rence, its FIT team lost in 
the quarter-f inals to the 
Joyeux Pyromanes from Cégep 
Limoilou.  The Vilains Pompi-
ers, also from Cégep Limoilou, 
played valiantly against 
the Samouraïs of Cégep F-X 
Garneau in the semifinals but 
they were not able to win the 
audience over. “We’re going 
back to the firehouse,” said 
a resigned Pompier as he left 
the stage. In the semifinals, 
the Ignivômes of Cégep de 
Sainte-Foy triumphed over the 
Joyeux Pyromanes.

 The final improv showdown 
of the tournament pitted the 
Ignivômes against the Samour-
aïs. The atmosphere was tense 
as both teams took the stage. 
The referee reminded the 
audience to vote after each 
round in a non-partisan way, 
and not for friends. Once the 
acts began, the teams gave 
their all, with plots becoming 
ever more outrageous and 
absurd as actors battled for 

audience applause. Before the 
last theme was announced, the 
teams were tied for applause 
points. 

The final theme – “Carte 
blanche ! ” – inspired the 
Samouraïs’ skit, which was a 
masterpiece of spontaneous 
repartee. In a desperate, albeit 
creative, ploy, the Ignivômes 
pulled back the stage curtains 
and rushed outside to perform 
their skit about a girl having 
her purse stolen, involving an 
unsuspecting student walking 
by, and improvising slapstick 
stunts reminiscent of silent-
movie comedies.   

 St. Lawrence organizers 
awarded funky trophies in 
six unorthodox categories to 
members of different teams for 
memorable performances. The 
overall winner of the tourna-
ment was not revealed until 
the very end. To the sound 
of a drum roll, the Ignivômes 
of Cégep de Sainte-Foy were 
declared the winners. 

Further tournaments are 
to be announced.  Current 
information is available online 
at http://www.facebook.com/
slcsa.stlawrence.

A garden with a bird’s eye view

With a crisp breeze 
r u f f l i n g  l e a v e s , 
Marie-Ève Buist took 

the QCT on a tour of the 
downtown garden she has 
helped manage all summer.  
Despite the declining tem-
peratures, the garden was 
still vibrant and productive 
in early October.  Despite its 
location at the Fréderique 
Back Environmental Centre, 
near the busy Salaberry-
chemin Ste-Foye intersection, 
this garden remains largely 
unknown. 

 The reason?  “Out of 
sight, out of mind,” as the 
adage goes.  Ensconced 
among a multi-level native 
plant garden, Buist’s edible 

At the Fréderique Back Environmental Centre, gardeners and plants alike benefit from 
plenty of sunshine and a great view.

labour of love is accessible 
only by several f lights of 
stairs.  While most gardeners 
anticipate some exercise as 
part of their effort, water-
ing, weeding, and harvesting 
this garden all require extra 
determination.  The carrots, 
beets, tomatoes, and herbs 
sprout from soil resting 
multiple stories above the 
pavement. 

Buist explained, “The 
garden was part of the plan 
when the Centre was first 
established.  The roof under 
the vegetables was designed 
to support the weight and 
water involved.” She also 
clarified that these rooftop 
gardens have been cultivated 
on high for the past several 
years with varying degrees of 
success.  Under the direction 
of various volunteers drawn 
from the various environmen-
tal nonprofit organizations 
located in the Centre, the 
garden has weathered staff 

changes, water system mal-
function, and more.  Further, 
unlike many of the urban 
vegetable gardens sprouting 
around the city (including 
at Parliament and Domaine 
Cataraqui), this potager is an 
independent initiative.

Buist’s objective this 
summer was to overcome 
the skepticism growing up 
around the garden.  She said, 

“I wanted to demonstrate that 
it really can work, and that 
it could be beautiful, too.”  
The approach this summer 
was straightforward.  Buist 
emphasized, “We don’t want 
to say, ‘We know how to do 
this.’  This is much more an 
experiment, a demonstration 
of what can be done.”  This 
season’s management trio 
included Buist, who works 
for the tri-lingual Réseau 
des organisations de basin 
d’Amérique du Nord, Vincent 
Galarneau from Vivre en 
ville, and Patricia Turmel.  
Working with a project budget 
less than $150.00, they grew a 
wide range of vegetables and 
herbs, and shared their space 
with employees, visitors, and 
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On September 5, 2012, 
Grand Chief Konrad 
Siouï, of the Huron-

Wendat nation, celebrated 
three events of great cultural 
and historic significance, 
not just for his nation but 
also for the country. As QCT 
readers will remember, the 
Huron-Wendats settled per-
manently in the village near 
Quebec City in 1697, or 315 
years ago.

The Grand Chief chose 
to honour a great man of 
his nation, François Vincent 
Kiowarini (1944-2009), Kio-
warini’s ancestor Grand Chief 
Nicolas Vincent (1771-1844) 
a nd the T rait é  huro n-
britannque or British-Huron 
Treaty of which Kiowarini 
had unearthed the original 
document and brought it to 
the Supreme Court of Canada 
in a case that would make 
Canadian history. Henceforth, 
the Huron-Wendat nation will 
celebrate every September 5 
as Treaty Day in its honour.

The Council of the Huron-
Wendat Nation and the 
Vincent family, along with 
newly-elected Gérard Deltell 
of the Coalition Avenir 
Québec, and members of the 
community, remembered 
the remarkable character 
and significant life work of 
François Vincent, who had 
chosen the name Kiowarini, 
meaning “one who sings the 
soul of his nation.” 

“It is with sincere joy that 
I am here to commemo-
rate and honour François 
Vincent Kiowarini, whose 
name will forever be in-
scribed in our history,” said 
Grand Chief Konrad Siouï 
who highlighted François’ 
intelligence, wisdom and 
insightfulness. An av id 
historian and researcher, 
Kiowarini discovered the 
authentic British-Huron 
Treaty document which was 
first called the Murray Treaty 
after the British General 

James Murray who had signed 
it. Kiowarini brought it to 
court for the Siouï case and, 
as a consequence, the docu-
ment was declared a legal 
treaty by the Supreme Court 
of Canada on May 24, 1990. 

“From the depths of my 
heart, and in all of our names,” 
said Grand Chief Konrad 
Siouï, “I would like to tell the 
Vincent family just how much 
François Vincent Kiowarini’s 
name, his heritage, his heart 
and his legacy to the nation 
mean to us all.” 

Grand Chief Konrad Siouï 
then explained more about 
the importance of the treaty. 

“The British-Huron Treaty 
happened right after the war 
with Britain, so it was very 
important that the Huron-
Wendats make a treaty that 
would neutralize the Franco 
agreement. We needed an 
alliance. So our ancestors 
travelled to Longueil with 
wampum to represent the 
seven fires or nations and 
General James Murray signed 
it on September 5, 1760.” 

“Grand Chief Nicolas 
Vincent, a great warrior, 
always defended the treaty 

which did not include any ex-
tinction of our rights,” added 
Siouï. It was also Grand Chief 
Nicolas Vincent who led a 
distinguished contingent 
to cross the ocean in 1825 
and meet King George IV at 
Windsor Castle to discuss 
land claims in Sillery. Thanks 
to François Vincent, Nicolas 
Vincent was declared a 
person of national historic 
significance by Heritage 
Canada in July 2001.

An artist and historian, 
Kiowarni devoted his life 
to honouring his ancestors 
and uncovering the history 
of his proud nation at a time 
when little had yet been said 
about history from the native 
angle. When he sang, he sang 
in Huron-Wendat as much as 
he could since his nation’s 
ancestral language had been 
replaced by French and very 
few people knew any words. 
Today, the Yawenda project is 
underway in partnership with 
Laval University to revive the 
language. 

In his wisdom, Kiowarini, 
along with his artist brother 
Claude, made recordings to 
preserve the sound and songs 
of their people. In his later 
years, Kiowarini made great 
efforts, even while gravely 
ill, to record his work for the 
benefit of future generations. 
One of his most signi f i-
cant compositions was “La 
Huronne” which has become 
the nation’s anthem. 

To  honou r  F r a nçoi s 
Vincent K iowarini ,  the 
Council of the Huron-Wendat 
Nation has named the main 
exhibit room in the Musée 
Huron-Wendat in his name 

with a plaque that expresses 
his nation’s gratitude and ac-
knowledgement for his work 
in preserving, honouring and 
advancing Huron-Wendat 
history.

“Kwé a nd tha n k you , 
François,” began the CAQ’s 
Gérard Deltell. “I am so 
pleased to be here and I re-
member Kiowarini. I grew up 
right near here and I watched 
him on TV all the time. I 
remember him singing that 
he was the ‘Huron Vagabond 
du village Huron.’ And when 
I was in my first year as a 
journalist, I worked with him 
to write about the Treaty that 
is now 252 years old! So it is 
a great honour and a great 
pleasure to be here at this 
important celebration.” 

Deltell also pointed out 
how François had inspired 
his nation to be proud of 
its culture, to honour it and 
to know about its history. 

“François also helped all 
Quebecers to better ap-
preciate and understand 
the culture.” A cultural 
ambassador in his own right, 
François was invited to sing 
and speak at many cultural 
and historical gatherings 
such as the Great Peace cel-
ebrations in Montreal in 2001. 
He appeared in TV shows and 
in movies. His last, Folle de 
Dieu, was produced by Jean-
Daniel Lafond in 2009 as a 
tribute documentary about 
Marie de l’Incarnation.

“Thank you Grand Chief on 
behalf of the Vincent family 
for honouring my brother who 
was bigger than life,” said 
Claude. “François descended 
from a long line of illustrious 

ancestors who influenced Ca-
nadian history, including the 
Grand Chief Nicolas Vincent 
Tsawenhohi. Tonight, two 
plaques will be unveiled: one 
to Nicolas Vincent and one to 
my brother. Nicolas Vincent’s 
plaque, which François had 
worked on, will be placed 
in the Tsawenhohi House 
where Nicolas once lived.” 
François was also responsible 
for promoting the project to 

excavate and renovate the 
Tsawenhohi House. 

Later in the evening 
during the Gala Celebrations, 
the Vincent family accepted 
a plaque from the Council of 
the Huron-Wendat nation as a 
precious tribute to Kiowarini, 
a remarkable man whose 
legacy and name will now go 
down officially in history.

Huron-Wendat heritage: Grand Chief Konrad Siouï 
honours Kiowarini

The great and noble Huron-Wendat artist and 
historian François Vincent Kiowarini was honoured 
on September 5 by Grand Chief Konrad Siouï at the 
Musée Huron-Wendat in the Hôtel-Musée des Premières 
nations in Wendake.

Grand Chief Konrad Siouï hands a prestigious plaque from the Council of the 
Huron-Wendat nation to honour Kiowarini, to Francine ( François’ sister). Beside 
her, stands Claude (brother), Christiane (sister), Charles-Philippe(nephew), Floriant 
(brother), Jean (cousin) and Monique Maheux (spouse). 

At the celebrations of the Great Peace in Montreal in 2001, 
François Vincent Kiowarini held the original wampum of 
his famous ancestor Grand Chief Nicolas Vincent. 
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George Lamarre  B.Sc. Pl. Fin.
General Manager - Québec

1040, avenue Belvédère, bureau 218B
Québec (Québec) G1S 3G3

Tél.: 418 527-8496
george.lamarre@bellnet.ca

A garden with a bird's eye view

other volunteers.
 Buist a lso conceded 

the garden’s location was 
sometimes a challenge.  “It 
takes over an hour to water 
everything, and in the heat 
of the summer, way up high, 
we have to water quite often.”  
She added, “It is also a lot of 
work to get supplies up to the 
garden.  Carrying soil, plants, 
and mulch up so many stairs 
is a workout.” 

Another significant consid-
eration was the roof itself.  As 

Buist explained, the Centre 
planned ahead, but only for 
a small area.  The rest of the 
building’s roof is carpeted 
in native grasses, because it 
wasn’t designed to support a 
garden.  She clarified, “If you 
don’t build with a green roof 
in mind, you have to be sure 
to do it right.  The amount of 
water, and the weight of the 
soil, could damage your roof.”  

The garden closed for the 
season on October 10, but 
will be open for visitors and 
volunteers again next spring.  
As she stood on the roof, 

removed from the hustle and 
bustle below, Buist summa-
rized why she is so committed 

to this garden in the sky.  As 
she harvested a fistful of 
beets, she said, “Everywhere 

I’ve ever lived, I have always 
tried to have a garden.  For 
me, gardening is like medi-

tation.”  From her current 
vantage point, that is easy to 
understand.

Anything Goes 
is a truly Bon 
Voyage!  
suBMit ted By sharon 
Mcleod

Rehearsals are well 
under way for the 
Quebec Art Company’s 

fall production of Cole 
Porter’s jazzy, finger-snap-
ping, toe-tapping musical 
comedy Anything Goes. The 
enthusiastic cast include 
dancing and singing sailors, 
s towaway s ,  a  haples s 
gangster and his sexy moll, a 
nightclub singer and her ac-
companying (not so angelic) 
Angels, and of course, the 

central cast of a mixed-up 
love quartet. Set in the early 
1930s, all the action happens 
aboard the ocean liner SS 
American, en route from 
New York to London. 

Join us for this  bon 
voyage, and pack your 
suitcases now for the per-
formance dates: November 
28 - 30 at 8:00 p.m. and 
Sunday, December 1 at 2:00 
p.m. Performances will take 
place at Holland School (940, 
avenue Ernest-Gagnon). 
Ticket details will be pro-
vided in the near future.

Three people in the photo include (from L to R) actors 
Larry Hodgson and Rosie Sabor, and choreographer 
Damarise Ste. Marie.
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A ghostly tour of the Citadel 
cassandra kerwin 
cassandra@qctonline.coM

Both an active military 
base and an historic 
site open to visitors, 

the Citadel offers evening 
tours that bring the past alive. 
The QCT recently joined one 
that began at sunset at the 
Citadel’s Dalhousie Gate.

 As the tour passed the 

iconic entrance, out of the 
night stepped the evening’s 
first ghost, an officer who 
boomed “Halt ! Who goes 
there?!” He was 19th-century 
British Army Corporal Peter 
Johnson. Played by a female 
tour guide who convincingly 
represented the accent and 
wit of a British soldier of the 
32nd (Cornwall) Regiment on 
Foot stationed at Quebec City 

in the 1830s, Johnson took up 
the tour. 

The adventure through 
time continued to the fort’s 
Powder Magazine, built in 
1831 to house hundreds of 
barrels of gunpowder and 
keep it dry.  The stock was 
held in case of an attack on 
the city, either from without 
(the Americans), or from 
within (local rebels or Patri-
ots). Natural light from the 
building’s few windows was 
crucial.  “It is very important 
not to light candles or fires 
in this building, despite 
the darkness and the cold,” 
Johnson explained. “We can’t 
even wear woolen fabrics or 
regular shoes; we have to 
wear wooden clogs to avoid 
making a spark that could 
set off the whole magazine. 
Can you imagine the winter 
months? Some of us lost 
several toes, but not me.” Con-
versely, Cpl. Johnson noted 
that the building was made of 
stone, and it was difficult to 
protect the powder from hu-
midity. “Damp powder won’t 
light, and if it doesn’t light, 
we can’t fire our weapons.”

 The group then proceeded 
toward the spectacular view 
from Jebb’s Redoubt and 
Guardhouse, named for Lt. 
Joshua Jebb of the British 
Army’s Royal Engineers, who 
designed the structures in 
1850. Originally a defensive 
structure with a flat rooftop 
with cannons, it has been 
used as a mess hall for since 
1951.

Out of the Guardhouse 
shadows emerged rebel 
patriot Edward Alexander 
Fuller, who insisted on setting 
the Patriots’ story straight 
for visitors, to Cpl. Johnson’s 
dismay. The group followed 
Fuller to the Guardhouse 
roof where he spoke about 
the 1837-1838 Rebellion as 
witnessed by many Canadians 
of the day. While visitors were 
distracted by the view and by 
Cpl. Johnson’s own opinion 
of the same events, Fuller 
vanished like the ghost he 
was, befuddling the corporal 
and visitors alike.

Johnson next led the group 
to the King’s Bastion overlook-
ing the St. Lawrence and the 
city shoreline. This structure 

was strategic because of its 
height and its view of river 
traffic, the south shore and 
the countryside below.  Built 
under the French Régime, the 
King’s Bastion is among the 
oldest Citadel structures. 

A military post needs a 
hospital and the Citadel was 
no exception.  Architects 
made sure this building was 
secure, setting it behind a 
ten-foot-thick wall. However, 
its 75 beds could hardly keep 
up with the demands of the 
3,000 troops once stationed 
at the fort. After the Royal 
22e Régiment was stationed 
at the Citadel in 1920, the 
former hospital became the 
regimental headquarters.

At the Prince of Wales 
Bastion at the south-western 
tip of the fort, World War I 
Private Henri Lecorre of the 
Royal 22e Régiment appeared, 
sitting on a crate and lost in 
thought, holding his most 
precious belonging — a Lee-
Enfield rifle. Private Lecorre 
told the tale of his special rifle, 
which he named Rosalie, and 
added that he is the proud 
father of well-known folk 
singer and artist Tex Lecor. 
Having told his tale, he went 
back to humming his tune and 
holding his dear Rosalie.

The tour ended by the Dal-
housie Gate, which looks just 
as it did when it was built in 
1897, just wide enough for one 
vehicle at a time. In parting, 
Cpl.  Johnson reminded 
visitors that keeping in touch 
with the past is important, 
citing the motto of the Royal 
22e, “Je me souviens,” or “I 
remember.”   

Visitors loved the tour and 
were particularly impressed 
with Cpl. Johnson. “It was 
like following a play across 

An actor portraying Private Henri Lecorre of the Royal 22e 
Régiment during the Great War talks about his cherished 
Lee-Enfield rifle.

A female tour guide portraying 
Corporal Peter Johnson of the 
32nd Regiment on Foot recounts 
tales of the Citadel to eager 
listeners at the King’s Bastion.

the grounds and through 
history,” said Glen Rattray, a 
regular visitor to Quebec City. 

“I couldn’t tell whether the 
person playing the Corporal 
was a native Brit or not. All 
the actors were really in 
character.”  

For those interested in 
a brush with history, wear 
sturdy shoes because the 
90-minute tour goes of f 
paved walkways, often by 
the light of a lantern. Visi-
tors are asked to meet at the 

gift shop by the Dalhousie 
Gate fifteen minutes prior 
to the tour: at 7:00 p.m. for 
the French tour, and 7:30 
p.m. for the English tour, 
Thursday through Sunday 
until October 27, rain or shine.  
Admittance is $16-$18 per 
person (depending on age 
and student status), and is 
free for children younger 
than 10. For more information, 
contact the Citadel Museum 
at 418 694-2815 or visit www.
lacitadelle.qc.ca. 

(Press release) Merck 
Canada,  a global healthcare 
leader, recently announced 
they would be awarding 
$16 million to Quebec’s four 
faculties of medicine. Univer-
sité Laval, McGill University, 
Université de Montréal and 
Université de Sherbrooke 

will receive $4 million 
each  to support health re-
search. The announcement 
was made in Quebec City 
at the recent BioContact 
Quebec Biopharmaceutical 
Partnership Symposium.  
This announcement marks 
the latest contribution by 

Merck towards its commit-
ment to inject $100 million 
over five years in biophar-
maceutical research and 
development in Quebec. 
This announcement brings 
the total contributions by 
Merck to approximately $84 
million.

Merck Canada awards $4 million to 
Université Laval 


