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HALLOWEEN
Plains of’Abraham

Shivers for Young and Old
• Decors in the Joan of Arc Garden

October 1 to November 3, daytime or evening

• Haunted Tower
October 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27, 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

• Lantern Tour: Ghoulish Walk*
October 18, 19, 25, 26, 31, November 1, 7:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

• Family Bewitching Tour*
October 19, 20, 26, 27, 10:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.

*Reservations required

418 649-6157 
www.theplainsofabraham.ca

Endangered heritage cattle at heart of Charlevoix 
terroir proposal
Bethann G. Merkle  
Bethann@qctonline.coM

Several hundred years 
ago, while the settlers of 
New France were busy 

founding a colony, they were 
also matter-of-factly, albeit 
unwittingly, developing a 
heritage cattle breed.  Called 
the Canadienne, this breed is 
thought to be the product of 
cattle imported from coastal 
France in the seventeenth 
century.  Over the course of time, 
these founding bovines became 
a unique breed - the only dairy 
breed native to North America, 
and more precisely, to Quebec.  

Centuries later, the Associa-
tion for the Development of the 
Canadienne Cattle Breed in 
Charlevoix (known in French 
as the Association de mise 
en valeur des bovins de race 
Canadienne dans Charlevoix) 
is working hard to resurrect 
the breed.  The Association 
is the brainchild of several 
Charlevoix-area dairies which 
are committed to preserving 
the rare breed from extinction.  
Although the Canadiennes were 
once a standard milk cow, num-
bering between 300,000-500,000, 
today, there are less than 250 
purebred females available 
for breeding.  Equally of note, 
researchers from L’Institut de 
l’élevage in France confirm the 
French regional cattle breeds 
from which the Canadienne de-
scended have long been extinct, 
making it an isolated genetic 
and cultural icon.

The Association states its 
mission is “to establish, manage, 
develop and promote a sustain-
able Canadienne cattle breed 
population of the traditional 
type and ancestral genetics, 
with the aim of establishing a 
dairy network specific to the 
Charlevoix terroir.”  The big idea 
behind the genetic preservation 
effort is to develop a specialty 
milk with an appellation 
réservée or appellation d'origine 
contrôlée (AOC) such as those 
protecting and celebrating Bor-
deaux wines, Roquefort cheeses, 
and Quebec iced ciders. 

At the core of such a designa-
tion is, as the Association notes, 
the fact that “the product must 
be closely tied to its origins.”  

Three Canadienne cows, with their characteristic 
chocolate and caramel colouring, graze in a Charlevoix 
pasture. (Photo courtesy of Mario Duchesne/Assoc. for 
the Development of the Canadienne Cattle Breed in 
Charlevoix).

In this case, the Association 
could not get much closer.  
This indigenous dairy breed 
and its high-fat, high-protein 
milk has nourished genera-
tions of Quebecers.  However 
obvious the link may seem, the 
Association faces significant 
obstacles.

With a limited gene pool, 
and even more limited aware-
ness of the breed’s significance, 
the Association must buck the 
modern dairy industry focus on 
high-volume milk production.  
They affirm, “Genetic integrity 
restoration of the Canadienne 
is necessary to re-establish the 
aptitudes of this breed from 
bygone days, and adapt it to our 
new production methods. As a 
project, it goes against global 
and industrial agriculture's 

new and invasive trends. In fact, 
the manner in which we view 
development needs to change; 
we must dare to go about things 
differently.”

Doing things differently, 
they are.  The Association is 
in the process of developing a 
Charlevoix-based genetically 
controlled breeding program 
and an economic development 
effort tied to an AOC application 
recently submitted to the Minis-
try of Agriculture, Fisheries, and 
Food.  In this region, “where 35% 
of all purebred females are found 
and the population is simply 
thriving,” local cheese makers 
are producing acclaimed cheeses, 
such as Le 1608 from Laiterie 
Charlevoix, made exclusively 
from this special milk.

In a recent statement , 

François Gendron, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Agriculture, Fisheries, and 
Food, emphasized that "this fits 
perfectly with the Province’s food 
sovereignty initiative, since it 
builds an industry that values one 
of our heritage breeds, protects 
the specifics of the Canadienne 
cow, and provides added value to 
products made from its milk.”

For readers interested in 
learning more about the project, 
the Association has a highly-
detailed bilingual website (http://
www.vachecanadienne.com/
en.aspx).  For those interested 
in actually participating in the 
revitalization of this aspect 
of Quebec heritage, the Board 
of Reserved Designations and 
Added-Value (Conseil des appel-
lations réservées et des termes 
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St. Pat’s JV wins a playoff “ticket”
translated froM a press 
rele ase By Bethann G. 
Merkle

Winless since October 
2011, St. Patrick’s High 
School junior varsity 

football team showed a lot of 
character this season.  With 
a final match this weekend, 
André Gosselin's team, the 
St. Pat’s JV boys, got their 
pass for the playoffs.  The 
Centurions disposed of the 

Saint-Félicien Quatre-Vents 
43-23.

The win puts the Fighting 
Irish in third place, behind 
the Etchemins High School 
and seminary Saints Pères 
Maristes. These two teams 
have not yet been defeated 
this season and will compete 
at the end of the regular 
season on Friday, October 
18.

To return to the Fighting 
Irish , they will finish the 

season by visiting Visigoths of 
Sainte-Anne-de-la-Pocatière 
College on Friday, October 18 
at 19:30.   Because of their 
ranking, they are virtually 
guaranteed to play a quarter 
finals match on the Plains 
of Abraham at the end of 
October.  They are under-
standably pleased – it is quite 
an accomplishment for a team 
that lost every game in 2012. 

In other news, the St. 
Patrick's Cadets mounted 

quite an impressive offense 
against the Phénix of La 
Pocatière.  However, the 
Phénix did the same against 
the Green and Gold Irish.  The 
game was mutually a defen-
sive coordinator’s nightmare; 
the offensive capabilities of 
both teams were obvious.  It 
was the Phénix’s ground game 
against the Irish’s passing 
game.  In the end, two turno-
vers against St. Pat's made 
the difference in a game that 

could be a prelude to a future 
meeting between these two 
teams in the quarter finals. 
The Fighting Irish bowed 
63-52 against La Pocatière.

Tied in fifth place with 
the Rochebelle High School 
Lasers, the Fighting Irish will 
travel to Sainte-Foye Sunday, 
October 20.  In a game start-
ing at 1:00 p.m., they will face 
the Benjamins, who are cur-
rently in eighth place. 

suBMitted By the quéBec-
sherBrooke presBytery

The proposed Charter of 
Quebec Values will do 
nothing to unite Quebec 

society, and do harm to many 
in the immigrant community, 
especially women who wear the 
hijab and would feel forced to 
give up their jobs in hospitals 
and day-cares. This was one 
of the sentiments expressed 
at a United Church regional 

meeting held in Sherbrooke in 
late September. Lay and clergy 
representatives of congrega-
tions in the Quebec-Sherbrooke 
Presbytery, which stretches 
from the Eastern Townships 
northeast through Quebec 
City and Sept-Iles to the Lower 
North Shore, gathered for a 
two-day meeting at Maison 
Rivier.

One after another, delegates 
expressed disappointment with 
the proposed charter. While 

few Protestants wear obvious 
religious symbols, others should 
not be forbidden to do so. As one 
member declared, “Freedom 
of religion should include the 
right to make one’s faith visible. 
There’s no justification for 
asking people to leave part of 
themselves at home.” Speakers 
were clear that a symbol of one’s 
faith is not worn with a view to 
converting others.

Recent instances of abuse 
directed at immigrants raised 

concern. It would seem these 
hostile gestures are linked to 
the proposed Charter, which 
appears to give permission 
to some to express hostility 
towards those who are differ-
ent. 

One speaker confessed that 
hostility towards strangers 
makes us all feel insecure, won-
dering if we want to be part of 
this society, but words of hope 
were also expressed. Delegates 
were encouraged to have faith 

in Quebec society, that it will 
not approve the measures pro-
posed. “We can live God’s dream 
of children living together,” was 
how one person summed up the 
feeling in the room.

For further information, 
contact (Rev.) Lynn Hamilton, 
Chair, Québec-Sherbrooke 
Presbytery by calling 418 
755-0621 or by email at revlyn-
nhamilton@gmail.com.  

United Church presbytery responds to proposed Charter of Quebec Values
C  OMMENTARY

valorisants) invites individuals 
and organizations interested 
in the project to participate 
in a public consultation which 
runs October 16 to November 
29, 2013.  

If you wish to submit com-
ments, you may do so by email 
(consultationspubliques@cartv.

gouv.qc.ca), fax (514 873-2580), 
or mail to the following:

Public Consultation "Cana-
dienne cow breed and cheese"

CARTV: Attention Committee 
Secretary, 201 Boulevard East, 
suite 4.03, Montreal ( Quebec ) 
H2M 1L2


