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CRISIS PREGNANCY HELP

Pro-Vie Québec
Pregnant? Need help?
1379, ch. Ste-Foy, bur. 208C
Québec, QC
Tel: 418 683-8799
www.proviequebec.ca
centre.naitre@videotron.ca
Options Grossesse 
(Compassionate support as 
you explore all your options; 
post-abortion counseling; 
maternity & baby clothes )
Marie-Ève Vaillant
2520 Chemin Sainte-Foy, 

bureau 201B, Québec, QC
Tel: 418 952-4700
www.optiongrossesse.com
info@optionsgrossesse.com
Respect de la Vie - 
Mouvement d’Éducation 
Also help for pregnant 
women with <www.adop-
tionviverecanada.com>
François Labrecque, 
Isabelle Bégin
1073, boul. René-Lévesque 
Ouest, Québec, QC, G1S 
4R5

Tél.: 418 688-0426
francois@persicogroup.com
isabelle.begin@sympatico.ca
La Roselière 
(Support during a difficult 
pregnancy; Support for post-
abortive trauma)
955, avenue de Bienville
Québec, QC
G1S 3C1
Tel: 418 570-0552
www.laroseliere.org
info@laroseliere.org

Classified ad rates: $10 for 25 words, 10¢ each add’l word; Death notices: $37 for 100 words 25¢ each add’l word 
(photo and posted online within Premium Content-online left column); Birth, In Memoriam, Announcements: $23 

for 50 words, 20¢ each add’l word, photos $10.
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 Commission municipale du Québec
Notice is hereby given that, by a decision rendered by the Commission municipale du Québec on June 10, 2013, 
in accordance with Section 57 of the Municipal Commission Act (chapter C-35), the Commission municipale 
du Québec shall cease, on July 5, 2013 the exercise of its control over the Municipality of Saint-Augustin,  
following order in council 234-2011, dated March 23, 2011, passed in accordance with Section 46.1 of the 
Municipal Commission Act.  

The Secretary of the Commission,

Céline Lahaie, notary

Quebec, June 10, 2013
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Public Notice
BY-LAW CONCERNING 
THE DAY, TIME AND 
PLACE OF REGULAR 

MEETINGS OF 
THE COUNCIL OF 
COMMISSIONERS

Notice is hereby given that, 
pursuant to sections 162, 
174 and 394 of the Education 
Act, the Central Québec 
School Board adopted at 
its regular meeting held 
on June 12, 2013, a By-law 
concerning the day, time 
and place of the regular 
meetings of the Council 
of Commissioners for the 
2013-2014 school year and 
the By-law concerning the 
delegation of functions and 
powers.

Given at Québec on June 
26, 2013.

Cathleen Scott
Secretary General

QCT writer on the bison trail

Last August, this QCT 
w r i t e r  e n j o y e d  a n 
in-depth, f irst-hand 

experience with Université 
Laval researchers who study 
wild bison in Saskatchewan’s 
Prince Albert National Park 
(PANP). At that time, PhD 
students Jerod Merkle and 
Marie Sigaud explained the 
significance of the PANP 
herd (August 22, 2012 – Uni-
versité Laval students study 
a unique bison herd). These 
are Canada’s only free-ranging 
bison herd within historic 
bison range.

This year, my up-close ex-
perience has intensified, and I 
am working as a summer field 
assistant with researchers on 
the project. Six days a week, 
we pack large cameras and 
other field gear onto mountain 
bikes, and ride a 17-kilometre 
route through aspen parkland 
and southern boreal forest, on 
the trail of bison.

Our efforts are part of an 

on-going study undertaken in 
1995, when Université Laval 
biology professor Daniel Fortin 
(then a doctoral student at 
the University of Guelph) 
f irst focused on PA NP’s 
bison. During the interven-
ing years, some ten graduate 
students and at least twice 
as many field assistants have 
made the 5,254-kilometre 
(3,265 miles) round-trip trek 
between Quebec City and 
Saskatchewan. For nearly two 
decades, a rich multi-lingual, 
multi-cultural exchange has 
taken place between national 
park staff, local ranchers and 
the international teams from 
the university.

Early research focused on 
bison basics, such as their for-
aging preferences and where 
they go in the park. These 
bison prefer Carex atherodes, 
commonly known as slough or 
wheat sedge, that grows on 
the edges of wet meadows and 
one of the most nutritious of 
the grasses for its size. As for 

“home sweet home,” the bison 
spend most of their time in 

Jerod and Bethann Merkle take a break while making field 
observations in Prince Albert National Park.

Three juvenile male bison take an afternoon nap while 
their avian friends search for insects. 

BethaNN G. merkle  
BethaNN@qctoNliNe.com
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the southwest corner of the 
park, where there are lots of 
meadows. 

But more recently, the 
herd has begun crossing the 
Sturgeon River, the park’s 
southwestern boundary, an-
nually in late summer.  The 
bison appear to be attracted to 
adjacent, newly-harvested hay 
fields. Naturally, the farmers 
and ranchers who own those 
fields are not always enthu-
siastic about their uninvited 
400 to 1,000 kilogram visitors. 
Further, once the bison go 
beyond the limits of the park, 

First Nations hunters in the 
area have the right to hunt 
them, a fact that has an effect 
the size of the herd. 

As a result, recent research-
ers have focused, at least 
in part, on this conundrum. 
Several questions are being 
pursued at the moment. Why 
do the bison prefer hay fields 
in late summer to the forage 
available in the park? How can 
park ecologists manage the 
park’s grasslands naturally, 
to make them more attrac-
tive to bison? How can park, 
provincial, and local partners 
mitigate the damage caused 
and the concerns that arise 
when bison leave the park?

The Quebec team is also 
seeking to broaden their 
understanding of the bison 
themselves. Right now, we 
are collecting data about 
individual bison by taking 
photographs of their heads; 
the mug shot enables us to 
keep track of how often we see 
a bison, where we see it, and 
what it is doing at the time. 
This information, coupled 
with radio-collar location data, 

may help to answer questions 
about whether bison use their 
memory to return to good 
grazing locations, whether 
dominant females influence 
where other animals go, and 
how many animals there are 
in the PANP herd.

The data we collect this 
summer will have interna-
tional ecological significance. 
Université Laval’s partnership 
with Prince Albert National 
Park is part of a much broader 
bison conservation effort. The 
Prince Albert National Park 
herd is one of the few, free-
ranging herds left roaming in 
North America. According to 
the Committee on the Status 
of Endangered Wildlife in 
Canada and the International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature, bison are listed as 

“threatened” and “near threat-

ened,” respectively. This status 
has significant implications 
for scientists, park visitors, 
and bison producers alike. 
Thus, long-term viability of 
Canadian bison, even as a 
commodity, depends on the 
success of wild populations 
like the PANP bison. Merkle 
recently summed it up well: “I 
feel privileged to study these 
bison. They are an uncommon 
species in a unique set of 
circumstances.” 

Bethann will be working 
with her husband, Jerod 
Merkle, on the Prince Albert 
National Park bison study 
until mid-August. It was 
this research project, based 
at Université Laval, that 
first brought the Merkles to 
Quebec and the QCT a few 
years ago.

ANTIQUES
ABRACADABRA turn your 
hidden treasures into ready 
cash. International buyer 
want s to purchase your 
antiques, paintings, china, 
crystal, gold, si lverware, 
jewellery, rare books, sports, 
movies, postcards, coins, 
stamps, records. 514-501-
9072.

FOR SALE
QCNA (Quebec Community 
Newspapers Association) can 
place your classified ad into 
24 weekly papers throughout 
Quebec - papers just like the 
one you are reading right 
now! One phone call does 
it all! Call Marnie at QCNA 
514-453-6300. Visit: www.
qcna.org.

#1 HIGH SPEED INTERNET 
$28.95/month. Absolutely no 
ports are blocked. Unlimited 
downloading. Up to 5Mps 
download and 800Kbps 
upload. Order today at www.
acanac.ca or call toll free 
1-866-281-3538. 

SAWMILLS
from only $4,897. - MAKE 
MONEY & SAVE MONEY with 

your own bandmill - cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready 
to ship. Free info & DVD: 
w w w.Nor woodSawmil l s .
com/400OT. 1-800 -566 -
6899 ext:400OT.
NEW PRICE IN AD

HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS
Best Price, Best Quality. All 
Shapes & Colours Available. 
Call 1-866-652-6837. www.
thecoverguy.ca.

STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 
60% OFF! 20x28, 30x40, 
40x62, 45x90, 50x120, 60x150, 
80x100 sell for balance owed! 
Call 1-800-457-2206. www.
crownsteelbuildings.ca.

DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
National Teleconnect Home 
Phone Ser v ice.  No one 
refused! Low monthly rate! 
Calling features and unlimited 
long distance available. Call 
National Teleconnect today! 
1-866-443-4408. www.na-
tionalteleconnect.com.


