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QCT Mystery 
Photo Contest

We l c o m e  t o  t h i s 
summer’s MYSTERY 
PHOTO CONTEST. 

Bethann Merkle, Shirley 
Nadeau and Danielle Burns 
have scouted out people, 
places and things around 
the city for you to try and 
identify over the next three 
months. Your mission is 
to find these objects and 
correctly identify them by 
answering the questions 
with each photo. 

The winning response – 
be as creative as you wish 

– will be published in the 
following week’s edition 
(maximum 100 words). 
We will give you ten days 
to reply and the winner’s 
answer will be printed in 
the Wednesday, June 19 
edition. 

Submit your answers 
by  e -m a i l  t o  phot o @
qctonline.com , or mail it 
to the MYSTERY PHOTO 
CONTEST, ℅ Quebec Chron-

icle-Telegraph, 1040 avenue 
Belvedere, Suite 218, Quebec, 
QC, G1S 3G3, or Fax it to 418 
650-5172 (no telephone 
entries will be accepted) 
along with your name, 
address, telephone number 
and an email address (if you 
have one). The submission 
deadline for photo #1 is 
before 5:00 p.m., Friday, 
June 14.

Weekly winners will 
have their subscriptions 
extended by one month, 
FREE of charge, or, if not 
currently a subscriber, we 
will give you a one-month 
FREE subscription. At the 
end of the summer all the 
weekly winner’s names will 
go into a hat for a random 
draw and the person whose 
name is drawn will receive a 
one-year FREE subscription 
to the Quebec Chronicle-
Telegraph, North America’s 
oldest newspaper, founded 
in 1764! 

Who am I? What am I famous for? Where 
am I? Who made me (artist/sculptor’s 
name)?
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On Friday, May 24, the 
Catholic Women’s League 
(CWL) of Shannon had 

the honour of hosting the opening 
evening of the 66th Provincial 
CWL Convention. More than 70 
members from across the province, 
plus our local members were 
welcomed at the Shannon Hall 
where we presented a condensed 
version of our famous “Shannon 
Irish Show.”

Our guests were truly im-
pressed by our reception and 
especially by the quality and 
talent demonstrated in the Irish 
Show. A few even dared to dance 
to the traditional Irish music of 

Jimmy Kelly and his band. A true 
Irish experience!

Then, on Sunday, May 26, 
we held our spring community 
breakfast. More than 300 meals 
were served by more than 30 of 
our faithful volunteers. Another 
resounding success!

Thank you to all our members 
for their passion and devotion. We 
are most appreciative. A special 
thanks to Métro Val-Bélair 
for once again being our main 
sponsor.

The CWL of Shannon is a bilin-
gual association that volunteers in 
the community and is composed 
of women of all ages. If you would 
like to join this remarkable group 
of ladies, please call Lucie Laperle, 
CWL President, at 418 844-1083.

Catholic Women’s League of Shannon is 
still very active 

Wanda Leahy, Lynn Chiasson and Kerry Ann King - just 
three of the many women of the Catholic Women’s League 
of Shannon who helped prepare and serve a delicious 
breakfast to over 300 people at the Shannon Community 
Centre on May 26. 

Avenue Cartier 
Flea Market 
The 18th edition of the Grande Marché aux puces on rue 
Cartier took place on Saturday. Bargain hunters were 
looking forward to summer temperatures for the first 
day in June, dressing in shorts, T-shirts and sundresses 
after the hot and humid weather we had on Friday, which 
led to huge thunderstorms. Any bare skin was promptly 
covered in goosebumps as the temperature dropped and 
the wind picked up in the afternoon. 
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Conserving Quebec's caribou, Part II: Woodland 
caribou not “out of the woods”
BethaNN g. merkle  
BethaNN@qctoNliNe.com

The caribou is an integral 
part of the culture of certain 
Aboriginal communities. It 

contributes to economic activity in 
[Northern Quebec], and also sym-
bolizes Quebec's wildlife heritage. 
For all of these reasons, all 
involved stakeholders, including 
the government, have the respon-
sibility to ensure its long-term 
survival," said Yves-François 
Blanchet, Minister of Sustain-
able Development, Environment, 
Wildlife and Parks recently.  

Blanchet’s comments ac-
companied the announcement of 
modified (and reduced) hunting 
quotas for the province’s two mi-
gratory caribou herds. Université 
Laval researchers Alexandre 
Rasiulis and Chrystel Losier spoke 
with the QCT about the science 
informing caribou management 
decisions.

Type of caribou is key 
Losier, whose research was 

featured in Part I of this series, 
clarified the two types of caribou 
they study. She said, “All caribou 
and reindeer are the same species – 
Rangifer tarandus. The woodland 
caribou I study are boreal caribou, 
or caribou des bois. The migra-
tory populations Alex studies are 
known as barren-ground caribou 
or caribou de la toundra.” 

Context is key. As only one of 
Quebec’s several caribou popula-
tions can be hunted right now, a 
lot of attention is focused on them. 
Losier stated, “The migratory 
caribou are a huge political issue 
right now. While there is an inter-
est in the woodland caribou I study, 
it is not as pressing.” She specu-
lated, “This may be because sport 
hunting for woodland caribou has 
been banned since 2001.”

Rasiulis, a bilingual Outaouais 
native, elaborated. Like the pro-
tected woodland caribou, “The 

Losier pauses for a photograph while helping collar 
caribou with GPS collars in her study area, near Manic 5.

migratory George River herd is 
protected from hunting by White 
and indigenous hunters in both 
Quebec and Labrador.” He quoted 
population numbers that speak to 
this herd’s drastic decline – from 
775,000 animals in 1993 to less 
than 20,000 today. He  clarified, 

“The population numbers are based 
on Quebec aerial survey data, with 
under 20,000 being a figure derived 
from my statistical models.”  
Controversial quotas

“On the other hand,” Rasiulis 
countered, “the Leaf River herd 
has been stable for the past four 
years. Hunting pressure has been 
reduced on that herd consider-
ably in the past few years, too.” 
Rasiulis’s models were used by 
government agencies to determine 
reduced 2014-2015 hunting quotas 
for this herd. It is a change which 
he characterized as “a big deal.”  

The crux of the matter is 
whether or not tighter limits were 
necessary. Rasiulis stated, “From a 
purely biological point of view, the 
reduction of harvest quotas to one 
caribou per hunter were not neces-
sarily warranted.”  He continued, 

“Survival and reproduction rates 
are such that we expect to see a 
growth in the overall population 
this year.”

While Rasiulis emphasized 
he “would not have recommended 
increasing the harvest rates,” he 

feels “cutting the harvest by more 
than half was an overly cautious 
measure.” He also stressed the 
importance of recognizing that 

“There are a lot of levels of hunting 
which we can manage – commer-
cial, tourists, residents, aboriginal 
subsistence, and traditional First 
Nations hunting.” He conceded, 

“I’m torn by [the reduced quotas], 
because I am both a biologist and 
a hunter.”
Can we contribute to caribou 
conservation?

Considering caribou are funda-
mental to a healthy ecosystem and 
to indigenous peoples’ subsistence 
and cultural continuity, the ques-
tion is, “If you are not a scientist, 
what can you do?” Losier’s ap-
proach is pragmatic and personal. 
She maintains “Every little action 
counts. Making conscious choices 
about what you buy is important, 
too. Try to choose products from 
companies that are invested in 
finding solutions to wildlife and 
ecosystem conservation issues. 
These industries should know that 
the public is interested in ethically 
produced products.”

Losier also stressed, “The first 
thing is to learn about the issues.” 
She laughed and acknowledged, 

“There are so many different issues 
so of course you should choose the 
ones that matter to you. Then, you 
can help to make other people 

aware of the challenges facing 
wildlife and resource conserva-
tion.”  

Rasiulis, for his part, advised, 
“Get interested in caribou, and 
consider helping to fund research.” 
He pointed out, “In Quebec, we are 
lucky. We have a caribou research 
network that is transparent about 
what is being learned about these 
herds.” He is referring to Caribou 
Ungava, a collaboration between 
Université Laval, Université 
de Sherbrooke and the Quebec 
ministry of natural resources 
and wildlife. 

“We are learning more and 
more, and that information is all 
available to the public,” Rasiulis 

enthused. The website  www.
caribou-ungava.ulaval.ca /en 
shares this information in English 
and French.  “Ultimately,” Rasiulis 
concluded, “knowledge is power 
and people can make up their own 
minds, but it is important to do 
so based on scientific knowledge.”  

Part III in this series will 
appear next week. Conserving 
Quebec’s caribou: A taste of herit-
age will focus on hunting as a key 
element of caribou conservation.  
Part I, published last week, fea-
tured Université Laval researcher 
Chrystel Losier’s study on Que-
bec’s forest-dwelling caribou.

Summer Book Club at St. Michael’s Church
N EWSY NOTE

There wil l be a Summer 
Book Club meeting at Saint 
Michael's Church, 1800 

chemin Saint-Louis, Si l ler y, 
Quebec, in June and July discuss-
ing Anita Diamant's The Red Tent. 
This novel recounts the story 
of Dinah (Jacob's daughter), so 

Genesis 34 would be a good pre-
paratory read. We meet at Saint 
Michael's on Wednesdays at 1:30 
p.m. Here are the proposed dates 
and readings:

June 5: Part 1 (Chapters 1-3), 
June 12: Part 2 (Chapters 1-3), 
June 19: Part 2 (Chapters 4 & 5), 

June 26: Part 2 (Chapters 6-8), July 
3: Part 3 (Chapters 1-3), July 10: 
Part 3 (Chapters 4 & 5).

All are welcome. The book is 
available at municipal libraries 
in both English and French, or 
for sale in local bookstores. All 
are invited to participate in the 

discussion in either English or 
French, and we will be meeting 
in the church.  For further info 
contact Sarah Priebe by email 
spriebe@quebec.anglican.ca or 
by phone 418 527-3141.


