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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
 
The Québec Port Authority, under Section 35 of the 
Canada Marine Act, hereby gives notice that it will be 
having, in accordance with Article 34 of the said Act, 
the Annual Meeting Thursday, June 27, 2013 at 10 
a.m. in the Ross Gaudreault cruise Terminal, located 
at 84 Dalhousie Street in Quebec. 
 
Financial statements of the Québec Port Authority are 
available to the public for consultation at its 
headquarters at 150 Dalhousie in Quebec. 
 
All are invited to attend without further notice. For 
additional information, please contact Mr. Anick 
Métivier, Assistant Manager, Communications and 
Public Relations at 418-648-3640. 
 
 
Mario Girard 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
 

             

The Minister respon-
sible for Democratic 
Institutions and Active 

Citizenship, Bernard Drain-
v i l le released a repor t 
compiled by Léger Research 
Strategy Group on the topic 
of the importance of religious 
tolerance. The Léger Group 
polled 1,506 people in the 
prov ince, and of those, 
324 were A ng lophones. 
The survey was conducted 
between March 12 and 17, 
2013, and the margin of 
error was plus or minus 3.09 
percent. 

The Léger survey was initi-

ated by the minister in reaction 
to many of the unresolved issues 
carried over since the termina-
tion of the Bouchard-Taylor 
Commission in 2009, which was 
created under the leadership 
of Premiere Jean Charest to 
examine the controversy sur-
rounding the “code of conduct” 
passed by the municipal council 
of Hérouxville. 

According to the results 
of those surveyed, Drainville 
is correct in his assumption, 
because “78 percent (including 
56 percent of the Anglophones 
involved in the sur vey) of 
Quebecers believe that the 
issues raised by the commission 
are still valid, and 68 percent 
of respondents considered the 
issue of reasonable accommo-
dation as “important” or “very 

important.”
However, in a press release 

just after the Léger survey was 
published, Drainville stated that 
the “reasonable accommodation” 
crisis of 2007 has remained 
unresolved. “Today, Quebecers 
want clearer guidelines to deal 
with requests for religious ac-
commodation. Quebec society 
is increasingly multi-ethnic. 
We are tolerant people, open to 
other world views, but we need 
to clarify our social contract in 
order to facilitate the integra-
tion of all Quebecers, regardless 
of origin or beliefs. It is time 
to come together around our 
common values.”

The need for clarification 
of “our social contract” was 
abundantly clear in the Léger 
survey (and perhaps for the PQ 

government too) because, when 
those surveyed were asked, “Do 
you consider that putting an end 
to unreasonable accommodation 
would promote social cohesion 
and integration?” 70 percent re-
sponded by stating they were in 

“total agreement,” whereas only 
23 percent “totally disagreed.” 
Also, when respondents were 
asked if they believed there exist 

“conflicting visions of religious 
integration” between the Cana-
dian government and Quebec, 68 
percent of Quebecers “agreed 
totally,” leaving only 23 percent 
who “disagreed totally.” 

When questions about reli-
gious “symbols” were introduced 
into the questions, the answers 
became even more conflicting 
in themselves. For instance, on 
page 12 of the report, 69 percent 

were in “total agreement” with 
the statement, “Relig ious 
accommodations affects the 
proper functioning of public 
institutions.” Yet, on page 17 of 
the report when the question: 

“Do you agree or disagree that 
seeing a public official wearing 
a religious symbol leads you to 
believe that that person will not 
be neutral when executing their 
role,” only 32 percent “totally 
agreed” while 64 percent “totally 
disagreed”. 

Drainville said at his press 
release, that “Since the begin-
ning of our mandate, we have 
stated that the Quebec identity 
is a priority for our government.” 
He went on to announce that 
the “Léger Report” (rather than 
the survey) provides him with 
a basis to introduce “clearer” 

legislation in the autumn which 
will begin to construct that new 
social contract or new “Quebec 
identity,” because, in his words, 

“Quebecers want us to loudly 
affirm Quebec’s values.” 

Consequently, Premiere 
Marois has asked Drainville 
to provide Quebecers with a 

“Charter of Quebec Values” by 
the autumn, because, accord-
ing to his interpretation of the 
results from the Léger survey, 

“Quebecers want the govern-
ment to protect and strengthen 
Quebec values, in particular, 
equality between women and 
men and the religious neutrality 
of our institutions. This is why 
we need to rework the notion of 
religious accommodation within 
the frame of Quebec values.”

Quebecers want clarification of “reasonable 
accommodation”
GiB mcinnis        
GiB@qctonline.com

Caribou are a totem 
animal, symbolizing 
v itality, freedom, 

and heritage for hunters, 
nature lovers, governments, 
scientists and people 
around the world. Quebec 
is home to nearly a million 
of the subspecies Rangifer 
tarandus caribou which 
range across more than 
one million square kilome-
tres (400,000 square miles) 
of northern Quebec. The 
QCT recently spoke with 
Université Laval research-
ers about the ecological 
importance of caribou, the 
science informing provin-

cial management decisions, 
and the challenges involved 
in conducting research in a 
bilingual environment.

Researcher Chrystel 
Losier describes her work 
on the lesser-known, forest-
dwelling woodland caribou. 
She explains, “There are 
the migratory caribou – 
they migrate twice a year 
in huge groups – those are 
the ones you see on TV. The 
other kind, the woodland 
caribou that I am studying, 
do not migrate; they live in 
boreal forests.”    

Losier’s study carries on 
the work of earlier studies, 
and is directed by Dr. 
Daniel Fortin, who is the 

NSERC-Université Laval 
Industrial Research Chair 
of Silviculture and Wildlife. 
Despite being less known, 
woodland caribou are of 
great interest to biologists, 
logging companies, govern-
ments and others for one 
fundamental reason. 

Losier stated soberly, 
“We study their survival 
because almost all the 
populations of woodland 
caribou are dramatically 
declining. One of the 
reasons for this, we think, 
is logging – cutting down 
forests means habitat loss, 
and building roads causes 
habitat fragmentation.”

She continued, “Because 
woodland caribou are des-
ignated an endangered 
species, there is a recovery 
plan. In the plan, logging 
companies are legally 
obligated to leave blocks 
of old-growth forest uncut, 
each block having an area 
of between 100 and 250 
square kilometres. There 
are no restrictions regard-
ing the shape, though, so 
the companies leave uncut 
blocks that are often just 
narrow strips of forest 
along the edges of cut 
areas.”

Losier explained why 
this matters: “We know 
that wolves often use edge 
habitat to hunt, so perhaps 
the logging companies are 
creating a more danger-
ous habitat for woodland 
caribou, rather than pro-
tecting their habitat. If this 
turns out to be true, our re-
search could contribute to 
changing the restrictions 
to include limitations on 
the shape of the ‘protection 

blocks.’”
Conducting scientific 

studies in Quebec often 
presents special chal-
lenges, not the least of 
which is that bilingual-
ism is essential. Losier, a 
New Brunswick native, 
acknowledged, “Being 
bilingual has been almost 
a blessing. Most science 
is done in English, so you 
need an understanding 
of the language to read 
others’ research and to 
publish your own. Speak-
ing French gives me the 
chance to communicate 
with more people.” She 
added, “I’m not referring 
only to communicating 
with the scientific com-
munity. Being bilingual 
enables me to share with 
the general public, too.”

Losier conceded that 
making the switch between 
the two languages is not 
easy. She said, “What I 
find challenging is that 
the university requires you 
to write some documents 
in French, but you have 
to write your articles for 
publication in English. The 
style of writing for the two 
is very different, so learn-
ing them both, and being 
able to write each well, is 
really challenging.”

At this point, though, 
Losier is committed to 
academia.  She said, “This 
autumn, I will be starting 
a PhD program, continu-
ing the project with more 
of a landscape-level scope.  
The focus there will be the 
long-term impact of an-
thropogenic disturbances 
[i.e., disturbances caused 
by humans] on woodland 

caribou populations.”
This question interests 

Losier because it is tied 
to how human beings use 
Quebec’s natural resources. 
She said, “Anthropogenic 
disturbances – mining, 
agriculture, logging, etc. – 
are not going away. These 
activities support the way 
we live. So the question is, 
how can we continue these 
activities in a way that 
minimizes their negative 
impact on wildlife?” She 
paused, then finished, 

“That’s my main interest in 
these questions, and in re-
search in general. How can 
we protect species while 

maintaining a viable level 
of human activity?”

Part II in this series 
will appear next week. 
Woodland caribou not out 
of the woods will feature 
another Université Laval 
researcher whose work 
has contributed to recent 
provincial decisions to 
reduce caribou-hunting 
quotas significantly for 
the next two hunting 
seasons.

Up close and personal with a researcher, Part I: 
Conserving Quebec’s caribou

Losier enthused, “One of the really cool things about 
caribou is that they are the only cervid (animal with 
antlers) species where the females have antlers.”  Here, 
she stands next to a female caribou skull, harvested last 
year by her partner. 

Bethann G. merkle  
Bethann@qctonline.com
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