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The only criticism I can 
make about this excellent 
production is that it was 
sometimes difficult to hear 
certain actors’ voices, es-
pecially when they were 
seated. The stage in the gym-
nasium of Holland School is 
acoustically challenged and 
challenging, and performers 
are called upon to project 
their voices at all times to 
overcome this problem.

The lavish period cos-
tumes made by Mark Lepître 
and Lisa Shortt were a delight 
to the eye. The womens’ 
costumes were complete 
with bustles and feathered 
hats. The principal actors 
each had two costumes. Kyle 
Chapman sewed the servants’ 
costumes and that of the 
Rev. Dr. Chasuble. Chapman 
said she got to sew “all the 
black costumes while Mark 
and Lisa sewed all the fancy 

period costumes.”
A unique feature to this 

production was the innova-
tive set designed by Rosie 
Sabor, assisted by Sharon 
MacLeod, Lisa Shortt and 
Lindsay Jarjour. Director 
Sheila Mawn told the QCT 
that it was a dream of hers to 
present three very different 
stage “atmospheres” –  Alge-
rnon’s London flat, and the 
garden and library of Jack 
Worthing’s country estate. It 

was Sabor who came up with 
the idea of a rotating centre 
piece with sections represent-
ing the three locations, which 
could easily be turned by the 

“servants” (stage crew). On 
either side were two movable, 
double-sided panels, deco-
rated to match the inside and 
outside scenes. The curtains 
remained open for scenery 
changes so we could clearly 
see one cheeky housemaid 
take a nip from the sherry 

bottle while no one (except 
the audience) was watching. 
A lush garden also “sprouted” 
on either side of the stage 
for Act II. 

This ambitious production 
would not have been possible 
without the support of other 
people (too many to mention) 
behind the scenes who took 
care of stage management, 
props, sound effects, hair and 
makeup, ticket sales, pho-
tography and poster design. 

Bravo to everyone! 
The Quebec Art Com-

pany’s fall production will 
be Cole Porter’s musical 
Anything Goes, to be directed 
by Mark Lepître with musical 
direction by Susan Stewart 
and Hugh Glassco. Auditions 
for the principal roles will be 
held on June 9. 

*Jack Worthing discovers 
at the end of the play the 
importance of being earnest 
(i.e., sincere) and Ernest!

Two Wilde and crazy guys . . .  

Musée de la Civilisation spotlights Quebec for 25th 
anniversary

Executive Director of the Musées de la Civilisation Michel 
Côté stands proudly in front of the new logo designed for 
the museum complex. 

Juanita craiG        
JcraiG@qctonline.com
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Britta Gundersen-Bryden, about to make a recommenda-
tion to Laimonis Gailis, peruses the options in the world 
history section.

This past weekend, the 
sun shone both on the 
throngs of people out to 

enjoy a stroll and on the covers 
of many a book long consigned 
to storage. From the depths of 
the Morrin Centre, hundreds of 
books emerged. Novels, works 
of history, biographies, and 
children’s books were among 
the many genres on offer at 
the Morrin Centre Library 
book sale.

Accord i n g to  l ibra r y 
ma n ager  Jes s ica  Kel l y -
Rhéaume, a sale like this has 
not happened in quite some 

time, and the collection has not 
been “pruned” in years. Prior 
to the event, Kelly-Rhéaume 
and a dedicated committee of 
volunteers had inspected box 
after box of books in storage, 
as well as the circulation 
records of books on the library 
shelves.  

Elizabeth Perreault, Morrin 
Centre’s new Program and 
Communications Director, 
clarified, “Fund-raising was 
not the point of the sale: it 
was to make room on library 
shelves, and to share with the 
community these books that do 
not belong in the collection.”

Books up for sale included 
romance novels that hadn’t 

been checked out in over a 
decade and donated paper-
backs, which will not stand 
up to the rigours of library 
life. Countless duplicates of 
titles already in the collection 
were also lined up on tables in 
College Hall. Alongside them 
were many donations that do 
not reflect the the library’s 
mandate, which encompasses 
Quebec history and literature, 
Canadian authors of note, and 
contemporary prize-winning 
authors. In order to ensure 
future donations are more ap-
propriate to the library’s focus, 
Kelly-Rhéaume said, “Now, if 
someone wants to donate more 
than ten books, we ask for a list 

of titles in advance.”
Britta Gundersen-Bryden, 

one of the Centre’s volunteers, 
helped enthusiastically with 
both the cull and the sale. She 
added, “Sometimes, people 
leave old and outdated books 
here the way you might leave 
kittens in the neighbour’s barn. 
It makes a lot of extra work 
for the library.” Clearly in her 
element, Gundersen-Bryden 
worked the room, exclaiming 
over titles and seeking out 
specific sale-goers with titles 
bound to catch their fancy. One 
couldn’t help but wonder if she 
would be as effective at giving 
away kittens as she seemed to 
be at selling books.  

Judging books by their covers
Bethann G. merkle  
Bethann@qctonline.com

On April 16, the special 
program planned for 
the 25th anniversary of 

the Musée de la Civilisation 
was announced. According 
to the museum’s Executive 
Director, Michel Côté, it is 
an ambitious one: exhibi-
tions are planned which will 
explore not only the history of 
Quebec, but also the diverse 
cultures, artistic expression 
and creativity of the world.

“The mandate of the Musée 
de la Civilisation is to spot-
light Quebec,” stated Côté. 

“But the experience of Quebec 
can only be understood in a 
broader context. The Musée 
de la Civilisation seeks to 
understand the world we 
live in by exploring the way 
society is structured, and 
how it moves, communicates, 

creates, and invents itself, not 
just in Quebec, but all around 
the world. Our program for 
the 25th anniversary year 
reflects this.”

A new exhibition, the 
History of Video Games, just 
opened on April 24. Retrac-
ing the world of video games 
in chronological order, with 
over 450 objects on display 
and the opportunity to play 
80 original games, provides a 
great opportunity for gamers 
and newbies alike to discover, 
have fun and share with one 
another.

The col lection Idées 
et Défis (Ideas and Chal-
lenges) will focus on five 
main themes in the coming 
months : territories and 
history of Quebec (May), 
women (September), expres-
sions and creations(October), 
world cultures (November), 
and sciences and societies 

(November). 
On October 19, the official 

anniversary, artists in the 
museum’s exhibition rooms 
and public areas will offer 
different perspectives on 
the chosen themes. At 9:00 
p.m. that evening, comedian 
Nancy Bernier will be hosting 
a cabaret in the main en-
trance hall.

The Musée de la Civilisa-
tion choir plans to give a 
special concert in November 
to mark the celebrations.

The complex called Les 
Musées de la Civilisation 
comprises five institutions. 
The Musée de la Civilisation 
retains its original name, but 
the names of the others have 
been changed to better reflect 
their mission: the Musée de 
l’Amérique française becomes 
the Musée de l’Amérique 
francophone; the Maison 
Cheval ier becomes the 

Maison historique Chevalier; 
the Centre d’interprétation 
de Place-Royale becomes 
Musée de la Place royale; and 
the Réserve muséale de la 
Capitale nationale becomes 
the Centre national de con-
servation et d’études des 
collections.

This quarter-centur y 
anniversary is the perfect 
opportunity for the museum 
complex to revamp its iden-
tifying logo, which is now a 
stylized letter M. Said Côté, 

“Les Musées de la Civilisation 
provides a strong, solid name 
that highlights the strong 
ties linking each of the five 
institutions to one common, 
cultural project, yet the 
specific mandate of each is 
reflected in its new name.”

Keep reading the QCT 
for further details of these 
events as the dates draw 
nearer.


