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350th anniversary of Les Filles du Roy

Get your own QCT gear!

adapted froM a press release 
by shirley nadeau

This year marks the 350th 
anniversary of the arrival 
of the first 36 women, 

known as les Filles du Roy, 
who left La Rochelle in 1663 
to come to New France. The 
Société d’histoire des Filles 
du Roy (SHFR) has organized 
activities that will take place 
in both Quebec and France 
this summer to commemorate 
the arrival of this first group 
of women. 

There being a shortage 
of women in New France in 
the mid-17th century, from 
1663 to 1673 some 800 French 
women were recruited, and 
their travel expenses were 
paid for by King Louis XIV of 
France. Each of them received 
a “dowry” from the king, and 
therefore they were named 
les Filles du Roy or the King’s 
Daughters. 

The SHFR has recruited 
36 women from Quebec and 
they have been “twinned” 
with (taken on the name of) 
one of the original 36 women 
from France, who have been 

designated as the “Mothers 
of the Quebec Nation.” Some 
of them are descendants of 
the original 36 Filles. These 
women will travel to France 
in June to visit Paris and the 
ports where these women 
sailed from – Dieppe, Rouen 
and La Rochelle – and will 
attend ceremonies in those 
four locations. A symbolic 
departure by sailing ship will 
take place on June 15 from La 
Rochelle. A reenactment of 
their arrival in Quebec City 
by ship will take place on 
August 7 during Les Fêtes de 
la Nouvelle France. 

Each of the participating 
women had their own period 
costumes made, attended 
eight weekend training ses-
sions and must pay for their 
own expenses for the trip 
to France. The SHFR and 
the “twins” have formed a 
dowry committee and have 
organized a grand lottery or 
draw in order to raise a part 
of the necessary funds for 
their trip. 

If you would like to support 
the commemoration of these 
pioneering women, we encour-

Les Filles du Roy during 
one of several training 
sessions.

age you to purchase one or two 
tickets at a cost of $10 each. 
The winners will be contacted 
by telephone following the 
drawing, which will take place 
on Saturday, May 18, at 9:30 

p.m. at the end of the Capitals 
de Québec baseball game 
at the Municipal Stadium. 
Come and join the group of 

“twins” on what promises to 
be a memorable evening. They 

will greatly appreciate your 
support. 

For more information, 
contact one of these members 
of the SHFR administration 
council: Michel Belleau Michel.

belleau@yahoo.ca  or Gérard 
Viaud  gvque@yahoo.ca. 

Editor’s note: See invi-
tation below for another 
opportunity to support les 
Filles du Roy.

Les Filles du Roy invite you to join them for wine and cheese

You are invited to join the 
Filles du Roy for a “cinq 
à sept” wine and cheese 

party on Thursday, May 16 
at 5:00 p.m. at 320 rue Saint-
Joseph Est in room SS-028 
(the Gabrielle Roy Library 
complex). Three jewelry 
craftspeople will present 
their “bijoux” and a part of 
the profits will increase the 
dowry of the “twins” who 
are personifying the first 36 
Filles du Roy to arrive in New 

France in 1663. Bring your 
family, friends or colleagues. 
Admission is free but you 
must register by writing to 
c.isabelle@videotron.qc.ca  
Don’t hesitate to pass this 
invitation on to others! 

It will be my pleasure to 
see you there. 

- Isabelle Couture (“twin” 
of her ancestor, Louise 
Menacier) 

Editor’s note:  Isabelle 
is a member of the Quebec 

City Guild of Change Ringers, 
which rings at the Anglican 
Cathedral each week and 
monthly at the tower of 
the former St. Matthew’s 
Anglican Church on rue 
Saint-Jean, now the Bibli-
othèque Saint-Jean-Baptiste.  
See QCT articles from May 
23, and December 12, 2012, 
for more information about 
the Guild.

LEFT - Jacqueline Asselin (left) represents Mathurine Thibault who settled in Montreal, 
and Isabelle Couture represents Louise Menacier, who settled in Pointe-Lévy.

Winners of the Concours de 
musique de la Capitale

Congratulations to the 
winners of the Concours 
de musique de la Capitale, 

held at the Salle Dina-Bélanger 
on Saturday, May 11:

Coupe St-Germain (piano 6 
to 11 years): Olivier Boulianne, 
10, of Thetford Mines 

Couple Hydro-Québec(piano 
12 and 13 years): Anais-Chiyo 
Lemay, 12, of Montreal

Coupe Intact Assurance 
(challenge class, violin 10 to 
16 years): Ladusa Chang-Ou, 
16, of Brossard

Coupe Caisse Desjardins de 
Sillery-Saint-Louis-de-France 
(piano 14 to 17 years): Oiphis 
Chan, 15, of Montreal

Coupe Ville de Québec 
(popular piano and song 10 to 

16 years): Olivier Boulianne, 10, 
piano, of Thetford Mines

Coupe CAA-Québec (piano - 
challenge class, 16 to 18 years): 
Antoine Rivard-Landry, 16, of 
Rosemère

Coupe Groupe Banque TD 
(classical instrumental and 
song, 13 to 23 years): Minjing 
Zhang, 13, guitar, of Notre-
Dame-du-Bon-Conseil

Coupe Yamaha - Musique 
Beaudoin (piano challenge and 
piano concerto 19 to 20 years): 
Rose-Marie Duval-Laplante, 20, 
of Québec 

SSQ Foundation Bursary: 
Ladusa Chang-Ou, 16, of Bros-
sard, was awarded a $1,500 
bursary for her exceptional 
performance, to be used to 

cover her tuition in the music 
camp of her choice in Quebec. 

P r i x  G a g né -Faucher : 
Samuel Blanchette-Gagnon 
(piano), 16, of Quebec, and Eva 
Lesage (violin), 11, of Montreal, 
were each awarded a $250 
prize for having particularly 
impressed the jury by their 
performances. 

Pr i x Club musica l de 
Québec: Émilie Auclair, 15, 
violinist, of Ancienne-Lorette, 
and Élizabeth McCandless, 9, 
pianist, of Sainte-Pétronille, 
each won a pair of season 
tickets for the 2013-2014 
season of the Club musical de 
Québec. Faithful subscriber Peter Beattie sports his Quebec Chronicle-Telegraph baseball cap. If 

you’d like to obtain one for yourself, or a T-shirt or mug with the QCT logo, visit the 
QCT website at http://www.cafepress.com/qctonline.


