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Commemorative run to the American Consulate 

On Sunday, April 21, some 
2,000 people gathered 
at Terrace Grey on the 

Plains of Abraham.  They then 
walked or ran 4 kilometres to 
the Jardin des Gouverneurs 
near the American Consulate, 
doing so in memory of those who 
were killed and in support of 
those who were injured during 
the explosions at the Boston 
Marathon the previous Sunday. 

Among the participants 
were the U.S. Consul General 
Peter O’Donohue, his wife Mary 
Linklater, Sabrina Williams, a 
consular aide originally from 
Montreal, and other consulate 
staff. Williams told the QCT, a 
few days after the event, that 
she was struck by the sincerity 
and the overwhelming number 
of people who turned out in 
support of Boston.

Linklater, who also spoke 
with the QCT, said, “We were 
all kind of blown away by how, 
when we arrived on the Plains, 
there were only a few people. 
Gradually there were more, and 
then more and more, and then 
suddenly, there were hundreds. 
They all gathered in one area, 
the organizers said a few words, 
and then they blew a whistle 
three times to commemorate 

The commemorative banner, signed by approximately 
1,000 Quebecers, now hangs on the front of the U.S. 
Consulate in Quebec City.

Some of the many Quebec City residents who turned out to show their support for 
their American neighbours.

Bethann G. merkle  
Bethann@qctonline.com

Two Wilde and crazy guys . . .  

Nathalie Peron, Michael Bourguignon, Jonathan Black, Sarah Côté-Dionne and Cheryl 
Rimmer take a bow at the end of the Quebec Art Company’s production of The Importance 
of Being Earnest. 

Michael Bourguignon 
(John, also known as 

“Jack,” a.k.a. Ernest 
Worthing) and Jonathan 
Black (Algernon Moncrieff, 
al so  k now n a s  Er nest 
Worthing) kept the audience 
guessing to the very end of 
the Quebec Art Company’s 

“play on words”* which one 
was the “real” Ernest. It was 
certainly an Oscar-worthy 
performance. 

Oscar Wilde’s perennial 
classic, The Importance of 
Being Earnest, played to a 

full house on Friday evening, 
and Saturday and Sunday’s 
performances promised to 
be just as jam-packed. The 
Victorian-era comedy was 
skilfully presented by a cast 
of nine and a stage crew 
who doubled as household 
servants for the scenery 
changes. 

Sheila Mawn is to be com-
plimented for her first-time 
direction of this superbly 
acted play. 

In conversation with the 
QCT, Mawn said, “I couldn’t 
have asked for a better cast. I 
am very happy with the result. 
I tried as much as possible 
to be true to Wilde’s original 
script.” Mawn also had praise 
for the stage crew and the 
costume and set designers. 

The actors did a tre-

mendous job of memorizing 
prodigious amounts of dia-
logue in a very complicated 
story! Good friends Algernon 
Moncrieff and John Worthing 
both use the name of Ernest 
Worthing (John’s non-exist-
ent brother, an invention he 
finds useful for getting him 
out of social scrapes) while 
courting Gwendolen Fairfax 
(Natalie Peron) and Cecily 
Cardew (QAC newcomer 
Sarah Côté-Dionne). Cheryl 
Rimmer is perfectly cast as 
Gwendolen’s mother, Lady 
Bracknell, who tries to put 
a stop to both marriages. 
Cecily’s governess, Miss 
Prism, who has a dark secret, 
is played by Anne Letellier 
Black. Miss Prism is courted 
by the Rev. Dr. Chasuble, 
played by Ladd Johnson. Bill 
Russell as Merriman, the 
butler, and Martin Trager as 
Lane, the manservant, played 
their parts with appropriate 
aplomb. 

the three people who died, and 
at the fourth blast everyone took 
off. It was incredibly orderly 
and moving – it really spoke to 
the level of respect everyone 
intended to show.”

At the conclusion of the com-
memorative run, the thousands 
of runners and walkers gathered 
in front of the consulate’s 
offices and residence. The 
Consul General addressed the 
crowd in French, voicing his 
heartfelt appreciation for the 

“merveilleux geste” on the part 
of the organizers, who had “the 
extraordinary idea to organize 
this run today, to demonstrate 
their support for the people of 
Boston.”  

O’Donohue noted he was 
wearing “the insignia of the 
Boston Police Department and 
a hat from the New York City 
Police Department, two gifts 
given by these units after their 
participation in the magnificent 
St. Patrick’s parade in Quebec 
City on March 23.” He added, 

“These gifts symbolize to me 
their solidarity with the city and 
the people of Quebec.”

Linklater noted that the 
crowd represented the largest 
solidarity demonstration of 
the many held across Canada. 
She said, “Sometimes we forget 
about the close ties Quebecers 
have with the U.S.” Her husband, 
in his speech, remarked on the 

same long-standing relationship. 
He stated, “We will always be 
united by our friendship, and by 
our shared values of respecting 
the rights of all and our love of 
freedom.” He remarked that, “of 
the 23,000 participants gathered 
in Boston on April 15, more than 
2,000 were Canadians, and 355 
were Quebecers.”

Underscoring this relation-
ship, “Quebec City organizers 
Daniel Riou and Catherine 

Drolet presented a large 
banner to [Peter O’Donohue,] 
the Consul General, carrying 
over a thousand signatures 
of participants in the Course 
commémorative de Boston 2013.” 
O’Donohue was very touched 
by this gesture and later hung 
the banner from the balcony on 
the front of the consular build-
ing which overlooks Dufferin 
Terrace.  

O’Donohue closed with an 

affirmation that the solidarity 
run represents much more 
than sympathy for Boston’s 
victims. He said, “In reality, 
it is a question of expressing 
and emphasizing the rights of 
athletes and ordinary citizens, 
no matter their city or country, 
to participate in a marathon or 
simply to live their lives without 
fear of becoming victims of 
terrorism.”


