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QAC earnestly prepares for spring production

Despite the gray, damp 
weather, spirits were 
high on the stage at 

Holland Elementary School 
this past weekend. The 
Quebec Art Company (QAC) 
will present Oscar Wilde’s 
The Importance of Being 
Earnest from April 26 to 
28, and the whole company 
is hard at work. Sunday 
afternoon, the QCT went 
behind the scenes.

Under the direction of 
Sheila Mawn, actors in-
volved in Act II were focused 

on blocking out scenes – de-
termining where characters 
should stand, move, and 
focus. During two tense-yet-
comic episodes of Wilde’s 
classic play, two young 
women find they have both 
been duped by their roman-
tic interests. Meanwhile, the 
beaux involved are caught 
up in their dislike for one 
another’s mannerisms and 
interests in the two girls.  

This is Mawn’s directing 
debut, and she was focused 
on emotional expression 
and increased movement 
on stage. The lead actors 

concentrated on maintain-
ing a natural rhythm to the 
dialogue, incorporating 
key props, and staying in 
character. With only a few 
rehearsals left, special 
emphasis was put on the 
accuracy of actors’ delivery 
of their lines.

Just before the rehearsal 
began, Mawn explained her 
interest in this particular 
script. She noted that she 
had taken a theatre course 
with QAC regular Mark 
Lepitre, and one of the plays 
they had done was The Im-
portance of Being Earnest. 

Having thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience, the Trois-
Rivières native accepted 
Lepitre’s invitation to join 
the QAC.

“I started as a dead 
person,” Mawn noted with 
a wry chuckle. During her 
five years with the QAC, 
Mawn has been “a maid, 
other supporting roles, 
eventually a lead, and then 
even an assistant director.” 
She continued, “At some 
point, I mentioned I might 
be interested in directing, 
some day, and they took me 
seriously. When they asked 

what play I might like to do, 
I immediately thought of 
Earnest. I think the story 
is so much fun.”

Bill Russell agrees. He 
said, “This play is the polar 
opposite of our last play 
[Cat on a Hot Tin Roof]. 
That one was heavy stuff, 
serious. This one is all froth 
and nonsense. That’s what 
I love about it.” Russell, a 
QAC stalwart, plays a butler 
at a country estate in the 
current production.

The script’s delightful 
nonsense features two 
gentlemen posing as the 
same fellow, a non-existent 
Earnest, and two young 
women who think they are 
affianced to Earnest. In a 
particularly Shakespearean 

twist, Wilde coined the 
notion of a “bunbury” to 
describe pranksters who 
deliberately cultivate a 
double-identity.

As the QAC states, “The 
play, a Victorian comedy, is 
full of impossible love, mo-
rality and false pretences, 
misunderstandings and 
hidden relations – all the 
elements of comedy in a 
society where the trivial is 
important and the serious 
is overlooked.”  

The 2013 production 
offers viewers a fresh take 
on the play, last performed 
by the QAC in 1995.  For 
readers ser ious about 
watching the clever contra-
dictions unfold, it’s a good 
idea to reserve your tickets 
early. The Friday, April 26 
performance is already 
nearly sold out. Tickets can 
be reserved by calling 418 
254-6552; prices are $12/
adult, $9/student or senior, 
and $32/family of four.
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Lead actors Michael Bourguignon (John Worthington, J.P.), Jonathan Letellier-Black (Algernon Moncrieff), Nathalie Peron (the Honourable Gwendolen Fairfax), Sarah Côté-Dionne 
(Cecily Cardew).


