
PAGE 8 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2013   C HRONICLE - TELEGRAPH      

Interim federal Liberal 
Leader Bob Rae recently 
addressed the Quebec 

chapter of the United Way of 
Canada at the annual confer-
ence for the advancement of 
philanthropic culture at Uni-
versité Laval. Many dignitaries 
were in attendance, including 
the Director of Université 
Laval, Denis Brière, and the 
Governor General of Canada, 
David Johnston.

Guest speakers Michel Dal-
laire, President of Cominar 
Real Estate Investment Trust, 
and Andrew Molson, Chair-
man of the Board of Molson 
Coors Brewing Company and 
Chairman of RES PUBLICA 
Consulting Group, were invited 
to contribute to the round-
table discussion following the 
fund-raising luncheon.

In his opening address to 
United Way supporters, Rae 
thanked the volunteers for 
their time and their financial 
gifts to the United Way. He 
especially thanked Dallaire 
and Molson for giving “liber-
ally.” Rae made it clear to the 
audience that giving is not only 

about the rich, who are more 
able to give, but rather every-
one giving according to their 
means. “We need to get over 
the sense that [philanthropy] 
is only for people who are 
well-off to contribute or give 
a little bit. In fact, from all of 
the diverse religious and faith 
cultures and value cultures 
that exist in our society, I 
think we recognize that we all 
have something to give.”

After the event, Rae ex-
plained to the QCT that his 
coming to Quebec was part 
of a cross-country tour. He 
said that his visit here for the 
conference reflects his long-
standing interest in the United 
Way both as a politician and 
as an individual, as his wife, 
Arlene, served on the board 
of the United Way in Toronto 
for 10 years. Rae also plans 
to meet with the Chamber of 
Commerce in the Beauce, and 
to attend various party fund-
raising events. “So it is a bit 
of a tour of the region, and it 
is part of what I do in some of 
the other regions of Canada. I 
will be in Atlantic Canada for 
the rest of the week.”

Rae felt that the meeting 
had been a success. “It was a 

very good meeting today and 
a very good discussion during 
lunch with Messrs Dallaire and 
Molson in light of recent Sta-
tistics Canada figures showing 
that charitable donations from 
Quebecers are less than from 
other parts of the country.”

Important questions were 
raised concerning Quebecers’ 
declining donations and 
volunteerism, subjects the 
United Way’s Quebec City 
chapter will need to follow up 
on in the coming year. Why 
have people here been giving 
less, and, “How do we create a 
culture of giving and a culture 
of people taking a greater 
interest in making donations? 
Often people think it depends 
on your wealth, when in fact it 
is . . . a function of a culture of 
giving according to what you 
have,” said Rae.

Over lunch, Michel Dallaire 
and Andrew Molson talked 
about the culture of philan-
thropy and how it all begins 
in the home, at an early age. 
Rae said, “It is important to 
understand that building 
long-term solutions to giving 
does include family founda-
tions, and our attitudes toward 
giving start when we are very 

young. I think Andrew Molson 
gave a complete description of 
how that was sort of dinner-
table talk in his house.” But 
Rae asserted that there are 
other aspects to consider: “Can 
I coach a hockey team? Can 
I give up my time? How do I 
make a contribution? I think 
that is what Mr. Dallaire was 
saying, that we have to make 
philanthropy part of the social 
conversation, and I think that 
is beginning to happen in 
Quebec.”

At the close of his talk, Rae 
challenged the audience to 
examine the extent of their 
philanthropic commitment 
by considering three ques-
tions posed by Hillel, the 
ancient Babylonian scholar 
and philosopher: “If I am not 
for myself, then who will be 
for me? But if I am only for 
myself, what am I? And if not 
now, when?”

The conference closed 
with Bruno Marchand, Direc-
tor General of the Quebec 
association for suicide preven-
tion, presenting Recognition 
Awards to Michel Dallaire 
and Andrew Molson for their 
outstanding contributions to 
Quebec society.

GiB mciNNiS        
GiB@qctoNliNe.com

Bob Rae visits Quebec City

Bob Rae, interim leader of the Liberal Party of Canada, 
spoke at the United Way’s conference for the advancement 
of philanthropic culture in Quebec City.
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Glenn Gould Award to Robert Lepage
marie White                
marie@qctoNliNe.com

The innovative playwright, 
actor and director of 
theatre, opera, circus 

and f i lm, Quebec City’s 
Robert Lepage received the 
prestigious Glenn Gould 
Award in Toronto on February 
21. Lepage is famous for 
his work that includes his 
rendition of The Tempest 
produced in collaboration 
with the Met and Covent 
Garden here last summer as 
well as the Moulin à Images 
and Richard Wagner’s operas 
at the Met, among his many 
achievements.

Known as the “Nobel Prize 
of the Arts,” the Glenn Gould 
Award is presented by The 
Glenn Gould Foundation to an 
artist for a career of extraor-
dinary artistic achievement  
and innovation. The award 
honours the famous pianist 
Glenn Gould who was also 
declared a Person of National 
Historic Significance on Feb-
ruary 21. The Toronto-born 
Glenn Gould opened doors 
to an unconventional musical 
world, and became an iconic 
figure of Canadian art and 
media, and left behind an 
innovative and brilliant body 
of work. 

Though the award marks 
li fetime achievement in 
the arts, jury member John 
Ralston Saul emphasized 
that Lepage’s career is still 
flourishing. 

“Maybe, just maybe, I have 

in fact accomplished some-
thing,” Lepage, told Le Soleil 
by phone, even though he still 
sees himself as a young and 
budding artist. As the tenth 
Glenn Gould Laureate, he is 
now one of the very select 
since 1987 to have received 
this international honour and 
a $50,000 prize. He now joins 
ranks with Oscar Peterson, 
Toru Takemitsu and Leonard 
Cohen.

 “I would like to congratu-
late our jury on an inspired 

selection,” said Brian Levine, 
Executive Director of The 
Glenn Gould Foundation 
on the foundation’s website. 

“Robert Lepage is an artist 
whose dreams have expanded 
the realm of possibility and 
whose work transcends all 
boundaries. His work illumi-
nates the human condition 
in that same spirit of in-
novation and idealism that 
motivated Glenn Gould.  We 
feel his selection as Laureate 
marks a new milestone in the 

Robert Lepage put opera on the world stage with his 
premiere of The Tempest at the Grand Théâtre for the 
second Quebec Opera Festival last summer.

Canadian pianist Glenn 
Go u l d  o p e n e d  d o o r s 
to an unconvent iona l 
musical world and has just 
been declared a Person 
o f  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c 
Significance.

history of The Glenn Gould 
Prize and The Glenn Gould 
Foundation.” 

Lepage is quoted on the 
foundation website saying, 

“For me, the excellence of an 
artist should not be measured 
only by his successes and 
achievements but also by his 
courage and capacity to con-
stantly put himself in danger,” 
stated Robert Lepage. “Trial, 
error and at times even public 
humiliation are as much part 
of the process of defining 
one’s uniqueness. It means 
surviving both the highs of 
being ahead of the curve 
and the defeated feeling of 
trailing behind.”

As a result of this new 
honour, Lepage will soon 
select a young and promising 
artist to receive the  Glenn 
Gould Protégé Award and a  
$15,000 prize.

For a number of years, St. 
Patrick’s High School 
musical director David 

Parker has been sharing his 
love of jazz with students.  A 
professional jazz man, Parker 
has performed around the world, 
made a number of recordings, 
and more recently, has focused 
on passing on the tradition to 
another generation.

On Friday evening, Febru-
ary 22, passersby on rue de 
Salaberry could hear nostalgic 
swing and jazz tunes pulsing out 
of the third floor windows of St. 
Pat’s. A “Swing ‘n’ Jazz” concert/
fundraiser for the high school’s 
jazz club, was in full swing.

While introducing the first 
number, Parker specified pro-
ceeds from the fundraiser will 

support an upcoming student 
jazz club trip to New Orleans, 
Lafayette, and Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana.  

Before the bands started, 
swing dancer and St. Pat’s 
teacher Andrée-Anne Tremblay 
led the crowd in a sequence of 
swing steps. A diverse group 
of parents, students, and com-
munity members participated.  
Tremblay’s objective?  “To 
ensure everyone was able to 
dance along with the music.”

Performances included the 
Junior Jazz Band, the Senior 
Jazz Band, and the Dudes of 
Swing, which is Parker’s profes-
sional current musical ensemble. 
For more information about 
St. Pat’s music program, or to 
contribute to the Jazz Club’s 
trip to Louisiana, contact David 
Parker: parkerd@cqsb.qc.ca or 
418 525-8421 x 6241.

St. Pat’s has 
“All that Jazz”

A professional jazz musician in his own right, St. 
Patrick’s HS musical director David Parker directs the 
Junior Jazz band in their opening number for a recent 

“Swing ‘n’ Jazz” fundraiser.

BethaNN G. merkle 
BethaNN@qctoNliNe.com
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