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M EMORIALS AND THINGS OF FAME

Researched and compiled by Catherine Mills Rouleau

1863

The Morning Chronicle

We had the pleasure of examining four fragments of quartz containing in all, five particles 
of gold visible on the exterior surface, which had been taken from the location in St. Sylvester 
recently sold by Mr. O’Farrell, Advocate of this city, to one of the mining companies known 
as the Chaudière Copper Mine. We believe the presence of gold with copper is a somewhat 
rare occurrence, but there was no mistaking the auriferous metal. One of the particles was 
quite large and the gold stood the strongest possible test. It is, of course, to be expected that 
the genuine article may be found in large quantities in this location. In fact, the mineral 
wealth of Lower Canada is not yet fully known or appreciated. Its great extent, however, is 
becoming more evident every day.

Two prisoners were brought before the Recorder’s Court and were both committed to gaol 
for a month at their own request. Three defendants, against whom complaints had been lodged 
for neglecting to fill up ‘cahots’ (bumps or potholes) in front of their respective residences, 
pleaded not guilty. Another defendant, charged with an infraction of the by-law relative to 
the leveling of snow, pleaded not guilty. Three cases for a similar offence were settled before 
entry on payment of costs.  

1888

The Morning Chronicle
Jeffery Hale’s Hospital: This hospital was founded by a philanthropic gentleman for the 

public benefit, but the annual revenue at its disposal, some $2,300 (approximately $55,000 
in 2013,) being totally inadequate to its want, the public have had for many years to supple-
ment this amount. For eighteen years, Dr. John Racey gave it his daily gratuitous attention 
and whatever were the shortcomings of the management in other respects, medical attention 
was ever promptly extended to the inmates. When he left Quebec, the governors made an 
arrangement with three prominent city physicians whereby they, each in turn, were to give 
their services to the hospital also gratuitously, there being no available funds to pay them. 
From various causes, absence from the city, illness, etc., only one of these gentlemen carried 
out the agreement satisfactorily and for a time the hospital was such only in name. A com-
mittee was appointed to visit the Hospital, make further enquiries and report the result. The 
institution was found to be in pressing want of supplies of all kinds, even of the commonest 
necessaries. The management was blamed, and a change therein recommended, all with the 
view of securing the confidence of the public in the wise administration of the funds which 
were promised for its relief. 

1913

The Quebec Chronicle
The first map of the Dominion of Canada showing Ungava as a part of the Province of 

Quebec was hung in the Government offices. In the old map Ontario ranked as the largest 
province, but now it becomes the second to Quebec. By the annexation of Ungava, the province 
of Quebec gained sea-boards on Hudson Bay, Hudson Strait and Ungava Bay. Ontario, although 
it absorbed Patricia, is far behind Quebec in the matter of land. 

The question of a suitable Arena for the city of Quebec has been brought before the public 
on several occasions in the past, but for various reasons it has never reached a successful 
conclusion. That Quebec should have such an institution is unquestioned, and it is anticipated 
that it will soon be a necessity. The Quebec Arena Company, now in process of formation, 
proposes to erect an Arena on the rear portion of the property known as the Quebec Amateur 
Athletic Association grounds. A number of prominent Quebec people are interested in the 
proposition and plans have been prepared for an Arena with a seating capacity of 5,000 to-
gether with all required offices, club rooms, tea rooms, a restaurant and other conveniences. 
The land being 180 x 400 feet, or a total area of 72,000 superficial feet, is particularly adapted 
for the purposes of an Arena. The approach by Grande Allee will be by two streets and on 
Rue des Anges there will be a frontage of the full width of the building. The total cost of the 
land and building will be $150,000. 

Culled from the web; The Quebec Arena was built in 1913 and was the home of the 
Quebec Bulldogs of the NHA and NHL, but it was located at the Victoria Park. That build-
ing burned in 1942.

1938

The Quebec Chronicle
A raid on a community centre was carried out by Provincial Police on Notre Dame des 

Anges street in St. Roch’s. Four men believed to be leaders of communist activity in this city 
were in the place at the time, but no arrests were made. One hundred and eighty copies of a 
communist paper were seized. 

1963
Quebec Chronicle-Telegraph

Laval University Students Association will apologize to four local radio stations which were 
the object of a raid staged by a group of students. The students took over the stations at 7 p.m. 
as a prank to announce the three day festival which is held each year. The raid was staged at 
a time when the family rosary was to be broadcast on CHRC and CJQC. Both these programs 
were interrupted. The association maintains that no force or violence was employed by the 
students to take over the stations, but CJQC announcer Terry Perks says this is not so. Mr. 
Perks told the Chronicle-Telegraph that five or six students practically carried him bodily 
out of the broadcasting room after snatching the microphone out of his hand. The students 
association hopes that the apology will suffice and no legal action will be taken. 
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During his recent visit to 
Quebec City, former city 
resident Graham Fraser, 

now Commissioner of Official 
Languages, spoke with students 
at St. Lawrence College about the 
importance of bilingualism (see 
February 13 article).  He also met 
with key Parti Québécois leaders, 
and spoke with CBC Quebec AM’s 
Susan Campbell. 

Fraser’s comments on air 
were candid and insightful.  The 
conversation flowed smoothly, 
and focused on Quebec’s English-
language minority communities.  

English in Quebec
Fraser emphasized, “It is a 

slap on both sides of the face to 
the English-language community 
to say the reason French is facing 
some pressure is wholly the fault 
of the English-language minority.” 
However, Fraser also said, “I do 
not get the impression that it is 
the Parti Québécois’ intent to 
menace the English-language 
community.

Vitality
Fraser said, “I am uncomfort-

able with using percentages to 
measure and validate a minority 
language community.  We need to 
use other vitality indices, not just 
measure the size of the minority 
against the size of the majority.” 
He continued, “It is more telling 
to look at the impact changes may 
have on already–fragile English-
language institutions. When you 
diminish the vitality of a com-
munity, you reduce their capacity 
to be productive citizens.”

Language and education
Another topic Campbell 

raised was Bill 14 and the poten-
tial elimination of exemptions for 
children of military personnel to 
BIll 101; it was said this would 
result in the loss of nearly 600 
students in English school boards. 
Fraser repeated his preferred 
criteria–evaluating the impact 
on the schools - and indicated the 
ramifications are concerning.

In response to one of Camp-
bell’s many frank questions, 
Fraser said, “I don’t know if 
Jean-François Lysée [appointed 
liaison to the English-language 
community] has been empowered 
to actually address the concerns 
raised regarding Bill 14. I do 

know that he has, over time, been 
very consistent in his writing 
about the English-language com-
munity. I don’t think he took this 
job intending to fail.”

Unilingual Anglophones
Campbell also asked if it 

was possible to “live and have 
a level playing field, as a uni-
lingual Anglophone in Quebec.” 
Fraser’s reply was candid and 
pragmatic. “It all depends on how 
you measure it, and on where you 
live. It is much harder to engage 
in the culture of the majority if 
you are unilingual. Realistically, 
the opportunities, for those who 
prefer to remain unilingual, are 
more limited. That is true in any 
minority language situation.”

Language and cultural 
exchange

During both his talk with 
CEGEP students and on air with 
CBC, Fraser underlined his key 
message. “Increasingly, we see 
people interacting both in their 
language community and in the 
larger majority community. [...] 
Today, your ability to master more 
than one language is increasingly 
critical for your ability to be suc-
cessful in a global world.”

Language is a bridge: Part II
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Co m m iss io ne r  o f 
Official Languages 
Graham Fraser spoke 
to students at St . 
Lawrence College last 
week before speaking 
with Susan Campbell 
on CBC Quebec AM. 


