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James Donovan to be Grand Marshall of the Défilé de 
la Saint-Patrick 

James Donovan, the Grand Marshall of the 2013 Défilé de 
la Saint-Patrick, beside the Celtic Cross at Artillery Park. 

Shirley Nadeau  
Shirley@qctoNliNe.com

The  or g a n i z i n g 
c o m m i t t e e  o f 
Q ue b e c  C i t y ’s 

fourth edition of the 
Défilé de la Saint-Patrick, 
more familiarly known 
as the St. Patrick’s 
Parade, announced this 
past week that James 
Donovan will be Grand 
Marshall this year.

Donov a n ,  a  Q ue -
becer of Irish ancestry, 
is v ice-president of 
the Corporation pour 
la mise en valeur de 
Grosse-Île. The island is 

a National Historic Site 
which commemorates 
Irish immigrants of the 
mid-19th century and 
its role as a quarantine 
station; it is the largest 
Irish burial grounds 
outside Ireland.

From 1989 to 2004, 
Donovan worked as a 
businessman in the 
Quebec City area and 
was vice-president of 
the Société de promo-
tion économique du 
Québec métropolitain. 
These years gave rise 
to a new business model 
in Quebec, knowledge-

based economy, to which 
Donovan contributed 
significantly.

Donovan’s involve-
ment in the promotion of 
Irish culture and herit-
age in the city includes 
L’Été irlandais / The 
Irish Summer (1987), 
the installation of the 
Celtic Cross at Artillery 
Park (2000), and the 
arrival of the replica 
famine ship, the Jeanie 
Johnston (2003).

The parade’s organ-
iz ing committee is 
thus proud to recog-
nize James Donovan’s 

tireless and dedicated 
contributions to the 
preservation of Quebec 
City’s Irish heritage and 
to the area’s business 
community in naming 
him Grand Marshall 
of the 2013 Défilé de 
la Saint-Patrick, which 
will take place on Sat-
urday, March 23.

Anyone interested 
in participating in the 
parade or volunteering 
may call 581 998-8378 
or visit the website at 
http://www.qcpatrick.
com/en/

BethaNN G. merkle  
BethaNN@qctoNliNe.com

CQSB chairman explains battle over Bill 14

The battle has begun!  It 
must be won!"  So says 
Central Quebec School 

Board's chairman, Stephen 
Burke.  Burke recently 
spoke with the QCT as part 
of a full-fledged campaign 
to raise awareness of and 
opposition to sections in Bill 
14 which would eliminate 
military exemptions to 
Bill 101.

Burke said the slogan 
was “a personal idea” that 
has been embraced by CQSB.  
He explained, “It is a battle 
because we’re fighting the 
government, and of course, 
this is about the military.  
It’s a salute to the military 

– they fight for us, it’s time 
to fight for them.” 

Current military exemp-
tion

Burke explained the 
current exemptions, stating, 

“This exemption was granted 

by René Lévesque.  He 
respected the military, he 
was a military correspond-
ent, and he knew it wasn’t 
easy for Francophones to 
serve in the military.  He 
was a great defender of 
democracy, and he felt that 
he was not going to put 
the Francophone military 
in a situation where they 
would not be on the same 
footing as the Anglophone 
military.”  

Burke clarified, “These 
are temporary and limited 
exemptions.  They only apply 
while the parents are in 
the military.  In addition, 
the clause which enables 
parents who went to school 
in English to send their 
children to English schools 
does not apply.  These mili-
tary children will not have 
the right to send their own 
children to the English 
system.”

Implications of Bill 14
Burke pointed out, “This 

will affect all of our 

students, not just military 
students. [...]  Anyone who 
is involved with the school 
system should be concerned.  
School funding is a matter 
of numbers – it’s plain 
mathematics.  If we lose 
700 (20%) of our students, 
that will seriously affect 
our capacity to offer a high-
quality education to those 
who remain.”

Burke elaborated, “When 
you are forced to start 
cutting, you can no longer 
offer the same quality of 
services, so it could be a 
landslide of issues.  You 
couldn’t find a better way to 
reduce our students than to 
reduce our capacity to offer 
a quality education.  It is a 
chain reaction that we fear 
could happen.”

Not a linguistic battle
Burke explained the 

CQSB approach to lobbying 
against sections 79, 80, 81, 
88 and 89 of Bill 14.  “We 
are a very frugal board - we 
don’t have special privileges.  

We can’t afford a special 
ad campaign about this, 
so that’s why we are doing 
this in person.  This is like 
David and Goliath.  We’re 
not considering ourselves 
stronger than the provincial 
government, but we want 
to remind them that this 
exemption was brought 
forward by a great man, 
René Lévesque, who knew 
what he was doing.”

He continued, "This is 
not a linguistic battle.  This 
is not against the French 
language. Quite the con-
trary.  This is about a group 
of people that deserve our 
respect.  We want to be 
respectful, and do this right. 
[...] French is part of our 
daily lives.”

CQSB excels at French
According to the CQSB 

open letter to the commu-
nity, “At the last Ministry 
uniform exams in June 
of 2011, students from 
CQSB obtained the highest 
success rate amongst all 

the English school boards 
in the province.”  The letter 
continues, “In addition, they 
ranked no less than second 
amongst all of the 69 school 
boards in the province of 
Québec in English Lan-
guage Arts, French Second 
Language and French 
Mother Tongue. You did 
indeed read correctly – 
French Mother Tongue. Our 
students did better on these 
exams than those attending 
French school boards.”

National Assembly 
Petition

In order to make their 
case in the National As-
sembly, CQSB has initiated 
a petition, sponsored by 
MNA Éric Caire (Coalition 
Avenir Québec).  Chair-
man Burke asks all Quebec 
residents to read the CQSB 
open letter, to participate 
in community meetings, 
and to consider signing a 
petition in support of remov-
ing the clause which would 
eliminate these military 
exemptions.  

Burke urged immediate 
action, saying, "There are 
paper copies at every school, 

and an e-petition online.  
Be sure to only sign once!  
Every single signature is 
important, and don’t wait 
until tomorrow, do it today.  
If you can’t access the peti-
tion online, contact the 
schools - we’ll find a way to 
help you sign.  The deadline 
is March 18th."

Battle of respectful 
words

Burke declared, “Battles 
can be fought in a democ-
racy with just words, and 
that’s what we’re using.  We 
emphasize that this has 
to be done with respect.  
This is not about denigrat-
ing the government, it is 
about showing respect for 
our military families.”  He 
concluded, "This battle 
will be won only if we wage 
it with full respect for the 
current government of our 
province." 

Editor’s note: The pe-
tition can be accessed 
at the National Assem-
bly’s website: http://www.
assnat.qc.ca /en /index.
html > “Voice your opinion” 
> “Starting, Signing or 
Viewing a Petition” > 

“Signing an E-Petition” > 
“Bill 14 and exemption for 
children of Francophone 
members of the Canadian 
Armed Forces.”
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