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W. Rourke Ltd.
Founded in 1928 and incorporated in 1946, is proud of 

its continued service to the community 
for the past 85 years. 

418 687-2440
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Editorial policy of the Quebec Chronicle- 
Telegraph: What happens to your 
material after you submit it to the QCT?

Ch r o n i c l i n g  o u r 
community wouldn't 
be  h a l f  a s  much 

fun without your help. 
We thank all those who 
submit material, tips, and 
photographs for possible 
inclusion in the Quebec 
Chronicle-Telegraph (QCT). 
We welcome submissions 
about events of interest to 
English-language readers in 
the Quebec City region.  

Typical items we accept 
f rom the communit y 
include articles of local in-
terest (300-400 words plus a 
photo in which all individu-
als are identified), tips and 
leads, announcements of 

coming events, and letters 
to the editor. The QCT does 
not pay for unsolicited 
content. We publish and/
or follow up on submissions 
at our discretion, including 
fact checking, editing, and 
possible treatment as a tip 
or lead for further develop-
ment by our team.  

In the case of photo-
graphs submitted, we 
need to know a few things 
before we can publish 
them. When you send a 
photo, please provide the 
name of the photographer 
and the names of the people 
in the picture or what was 
taking place (i.e., a brief 

caption of no more than 
one sentence). If you are 
submitting a photo taken 
by someone else, please 
be sure that you have the 
photographer’s permission 
to submit it to us before 
sending it in.

Not sure about your 
submission?

If you wish to submit 
an item to us but are not 
sure whether it would be 
appropriate or of interest 
to readers, we invite you to 
contact us directly to find 
out. Our complete submis-
sions policy is available 
online at www.qctonline.
com/submissions.   

1940s. “My father got sick and 
couldn’t work and jobs for 
women were hard to come by 
in those days, so my mother 
put me in a home, and that’s 
the way it was,” says Gagnon 
matter-of-factly. “My mother 
came by to see me every week 
or so, and the nuns fed us 
and clothed us and sent us 
to school.”

As an adult, Gagnon joined 
the Sisters of Charity and 
taught at her old school. “We 
were here when they moved 
from the old St. Brigid’s to the 
new St. Brigid’s,” she recalls. 

“I was invited back for the 40th 
anniversary of the move, so I 
came to recognize the very 
special role that the Sisters of 
Charity have played here.”

“The Sisters of Charity have 
been a fundamental part of 
what St. Brigid’s is today, from 
the moment they took over 
from the Grey Nuns in 1944 
until the departure of our 
last volunteer Sister, Sister 
Joan, in 2011,” said St. Brigid’s 
board member and historian 
John Haberlin, alternating 
between English and French. 
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St. Brigid’s Guild celebrates 45th anniversary
“From feeding the seniors, to 
accompanying the dying in 
their last hours … to creat-
ing a caring home where the 
quality and security remain 
as they have been in the past. 
You are greatly missed.” 

St. Brigid’s Guild, made up 
of community members, now 
does much of the volunteer 
work in addition to organ-
izing fundraisers for events 
and perks not covered by the 

province. “I’m here every 
day,” says Guild treasurer 
Geraldine Browne, 87, who 
is not a resident. “It’s like my 
home away from home. I’ve 
been part of the Guild since 
1968 and I’ve been treasurer 
since 1990. I’m in charge of 
the bingo and the residents’ 
birthday parties, and I run 
the cafeteria. Everybody’s 
happy here, and I like to be 
happy too.

 “I’ve seen a lot of parties, 
we’ve had a lot of good times 
in this home,” she adds with 
a smile. “You only live once, 
so let’s enjoy it!” 

“I didn’t live in the old 
children’s home but I was 
there quite a bit visiting, that 
has to be over fifty years ago,” 
adds Guild co-founder Gertie 
Grogan. “I’ve been involved 
with the Guild since the days 
of the old home. I just love 

being around people, helping 
out, entertaining, bringing 
in speakers … the residents 
need a break from routine.” 

St .  Br ig id’s  d i rector 
general Louis Hanrahan 
added a touching tribute 
to Guild members and staff. 

“I’ve been here for 18 years, 

through a lot of pleasures and 
challenges, and people from 
the community have always 
been there to help us out,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of support 
from the community and it’s 
a precious resource, hard to 
count but very easy to feel.” 

Canadian Tire honours QCT journalist

Ruby PRatka          
Ruby@qctonline.com

Qu e b e c  C h r o n i c l e -
Telegraph journalist 
Bethann Merkle was 

honoured by Canadian Tire’s 
Jumpstart Foundation last 
Thursday at the Beauport 
Canadian Tire store for 
bringing the Foundation’s 
support of sports for young 
people to the attention of 
Anglophone Quebecers. 

Merkle’s article, “Ca-
nadian Tire jumpstarts 
youth sports,” published in 
June 2013 in the QCT, won 
the provincial portion of a 
Canada-wide competition 
for English-language press 
coverage of the Foundation’s 
activities. On behalf of the 
QCT, Merkle presented a 

QCT journalist Bethann Merkle presents a cheque for $5,000 to Alain Laforêt, owner-
operator of the Sainte-Foy branch of Canadian Tire. Laforêt chose to display the cheque 
in his store because of its higher volume of Anglophone clients, many from nearby CFB 
Valcartier.

cheque for $5,000 from the 
national Jumpstart Founda-
tion to its Quebec City chapter 
for activities in the Quebec 
City area. She presented 
the cheque to Alain Laforêt, 
manager of the Sainte-Foy 
Canadian Tire store, ac-
companied by Jumpstart 
Foundation Quebec director 
Diane Dupuis and the manag-
ers of seven Quebec City-area 
Canadian Tire stores. 

“The goal of the competi-
tion was for journalists and 
(by extension) other people 
to discover the Jumpstart 
Foundation,” said Foundation 
director Diane Dupuis. The 
Foundation donates money 
and equipment to community 
organizations, schools and 
camps that want to increase 
sports programming. “The 

money goes to organizations 
rather than individuals,” ex-
plains Dupuis. “Community 
centres and foster families 
request grants from us for 
sports activities. We help day 
camps and schools develop 
sports activities … it gives 
families a break and keeps 
the kids busy.” 

Since 2005, the Founda-
tion has distributed $1.7 
million in the province, for 
the benefit of nearly 27,000 
children and teens, some of it 
through the Réseau du sport 
étudiant du Québec. Dupuis 
says commonly funded 
activities include “walking 
clubs, bowling, dance, hockey, 
cheerleading, but they can do 
anything really.” 

“What they were doing 
sounded like a basic but very 
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cool idea,” says Merkle. “They 
manage the Foundation by 
giving money to organizations 
for individual kids, by provid-
ing funds for an activity or 
a sport camp or by giving 
equipment kits to schools or 
camps.” 

“We didn’t have any re-
quests from the English 
community here in Quebec 
City, and Bethann’s article 
will help us develop that,” 
says Dupuis. “Our mission is 
to help kids in financial need 
who want to play sports, re-
gardless of language, religion 
or origin, wherever these kids 
are in Canada.” 

Dupuis says the Founda-
tion has received more grant 

applications since Merkle’s 
article was published. 

“It’s very important for kids 
to participate in physical 
and competitive activities,” 
says Anglophone community 
activist Grant Regalbuto, 
who wants to link the Jump-
start Foundation with other 
organizations serving under-
privileged Anglophones. “It’s 
great for personal develop-
ment. We want to encourage 
kids and parents to do sports 
and get more involved in their 
communities.” 

“When I spoke to Diane 
Dupuis, she was very explicit 
that no Anglophones were 
involved in Quebec City and 
that (Anglophones) were 

not benefitting from the 
program,” says Merkle. “The 
most important thing was 
for English-speaking people 
to know about this program. 
Despite the stereotype of 
Anglophones as a wealthier 
group, there are Anglophones 
who are financially under-
privileged.

“As a community newspa-
per, it is important that we at 
the QCT use the space in our 
pages to keep our community 
connected,” Merkle contin-
ued. “This article brings 
awareness of Jumpstart to 
Anglophones. It’s just a neat 
example of what a community 
newspaper can do.” 


