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SuBMitted By QhS Staff 

In 2006, Quebec High School 
(QHS) was part of a pilot 
program administering 

the Tell Them From Me survey. 
Students were asked about 
various issues dealing with school 
life, bullying, sports, academics, 
health, and well-being.   

The results and the data 
collected became a tool for the 
administration and staff to use 
when putting into place program-
ming or option courses based on 
the needs of the students.  

“When you are getting feed-
back and observations from 
your staff and along comes a 
student survey to back up what 
we are seeing with our students, 
this becomes a powerful tool to 
initiate action,” said Principal 
Warren Thomson. The survey was 
not confined to multiple-choice 
answers, but included some open-
ended questions.  “These are the 
fun questions,” said Community 

Coordinator, Ed Sweeney. 
“Yes, we get some students 

seeking longer summer holidays 
and shorter school days, but we 
do get some great responses about 
what students like about our 
school and what they would like 
to see changed,” added Sweeney. 

“One survey revealed there was 
a desire throughout the student 
body for more field trips and 
outings. We listened and began 
a process looking for educational 
opportunities outside the walls of 
our school,” commented principal 
Thomson. 

This year we decided to ask 
our students about their percep-
tion of Quebec High School. The 
question was: How do you per-
ceive QHS?  The results were: (a) 
an arts based school - 12%, (b) a 
sports based school - 20%, (c) an 
academic based school - 10%, (d) 
a community based school - 12%, 
(e) all of the above - 46%. 

The results of these answers 
from 330 students put a big smile 

on Principal Thomson’s face. “The 
vision of the Central Quebec 
School Board is ‘Learning For 
All,’ and I think that the answers 
from our students show that we 
are on the right track at QHS,” 
said Thomson.  

Registration Period  
It is that time of year again 

when we start registering for 
the 2013-2014 school year. We 
are blessed to have three great 
English-language high schools 
in the Quebec City area. We hope 
that the parents of children cur-
rently attending primary schools 
in the Central Quebec School 
Board will continue to exercise 
their right to send their children 
to an English school. 

If you did not have a chance to 
visit Quebec High School during 
the Open House, please feel free 
to call us and set up an appoint-
ment to visit our school. A school 
where our students are saying, 

“There is Learning For All!” 

Students in the woodworking shop at Quebec High School where there is “Learning 
for All.” 

Quebec High School students respond to survey 

Bethann G. Merkle

“If you meet an EQLC student, 
and learn a bit about what they 
are studying, you will likely only 

be aware of a fraction of what 
happens at this school,” says Susie 
Faguy, Director of the Eastern 
Quebec Learning Centre. A 
bilingual native Quebecer, Faguy 
is passionate about EQLC’s role as 
both an adult education centre 
and a community centre, and 
recently shared her enthusiasm 
with the Quebec Chronicle-Tel-
egraph.

On a Monday morning, you 
might walk through the hushed 

halls of EQLC and assume a mere 
handful of CEGEP-aged students 
are enrolled, only to learn 50% 
of the student body are out for 
the internships which are a key 
component of EQLC’s vocational 
programs. Come back a few hours 
later, and you would find the caf-
eteria jam-packed with students, 
staff, and community members 
all enjoying the Asian-inspired 
cuisine prepared daily by chef 
Miyano Sakai. Return again in the 
evening, and you may have trouble 
making your way through hall-
ways brimming with English and 
French second language students, 
CQSB staff taking a 390-hour 

daycare professional development 
course, and community groups 
which rent spaces for meetings 
and hockey practices.  

“People may think there are 
only a handful of students here, 
but really, on average, we have 
nearly 400 active student dossi-
ers,” said Faguy with a wry smile. 
These students come from a range 
of backgrounds, languages, and 
ages vary widely. Faguy continued, 

“Our mission is to ensure students 
are able to get the certificates they 
need. Perseverance and success 
are the story for everyone, but 
each student has a different take 
on the story.”

General Education
According to Faguy, “Most 

of the adult learners enrolled in 
the general education classes are 
simultaneously enrolled at a local 
CEGEP.” She explained, “These 
students come to EQLC because 
they’ve made new choices, and 
need to complete a pre-req they 
didn’t anticipate.  Many people 
think adult learners are drop-
outs or delinquents.  In reality, 
we are working with people who 
have identified specific goals and 
projects, and only need to complete 
a class or two to take the next step 
toward their goals.”
Vocational and Language 
Programs

One of those goals might 
involve enrolling in one of EQLC’s 
popular vocational programs - 
Nursing Assistant, Hotel Reception, 
Professional Sales, Secretarial 
Studies, Starting a Business. “Ad-
ditionally,” Faguy said, “We want 
to be the reference for English-
second-language training, and we 
focus on teachers who are native 
speakers. We also offer Franciza-
tion – it makes sense. We are here 
to help people integrate into the 
greater Quebec community, and 
you need French to do that.”

SARCA and Guidance 
Counselling

EQLC hosts a SARCA officer, 
part of the provincial initiative 
Services d’accueil, de référence, 
de conseil et d’accompagnement 
(Reception, Referral, Counselling 
and Support). The SARCA officer 
serves as a liaison between the 
school and community resources 
(English and French), in order 
to identify students’ needs and 
connect them to existing resources. 
The school also has a guidance 
counselor who works with EQLC 
students and collaborates closely 
with the SARCA officer.  

Faguy explained the two roles 
– “If someone arrives at the school 
and knows precisely which course 
they need, or which program they 
want to follow, they will meet with 
our guidance counselor. If they 
arrive seeking general help, advice, 
and may also need community 
support, they should meet with 
the SARCA officer. We try not to 
send anyone away without a link 
to the right resources, and we have 
a healthy exchange with both the 
English and French sectors.”
Community Access  

Faguy emphasizes the im-
portance of active community 

engagement with the school. She 
said, “Schooling is fundamental, 
but we are also here to help learn-
ers become productive citizens.”  
To that end, EQLC organizes field 
trips and community-building ini-
tiatives for students, and welcomes 
community use of the facility.

Faguy noted, “We encourage 
French and English use of our 
building. We offer access to the 
gym, classrooms . . . even the 
cafeteria and the library.” Readers 
may be familiar with a number 
of community activities which 
regularly occur at EQLC, includ-
ing Toddler Time, the Quebec City 
Women’s Club book sale, Quebec 
City Reading Council’s free book 
exchange, the International 
Lunch which is a fundraiser for 
the Christmas Hamper Campaign, 
the Lifelong Learning Program’s 
ongoing educational activities for 
seniors, and much more.
More Information

To learn more about EQLC’s 
educational programs or commu-
nity access to the building, call 
418-654-0537 or email infoeast-
ern@cqsb.qc.ca. Readers may also 
find detailed information online at 
EQLC’s modern and user-friendly 
website: www.easternquebec.ca.
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EQLC is a central part of local English-speaking community activities.  Top: Lifelong 
Learning participants practise Japanese calligraphy; Toddler Time participants enjoy a 
story.  Bottom: EQLC staff and students participate in Karaoke Idol during Adult Learner 
Week; EQLC staff and students assist guests during annual International Lunch.

Community can “Learn it! Do it!” at the Eastern Quebec Learning Centre


