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Dr. Yves Bolduc, MLA 
for Jean-Talon and the 
official spokesperson on 

health for the Quebec Liberal 
Party, began a new year in 
office this past week. Bolduc 
has worked on a number of 
portfolios since being elected 
in 2008. During his first term in 
office, he served as Minister of 
Health and Social Services, and 
since then has served in many 
other ministerial roles. This 
year his primary role is that 
of critic on health care for the 
official opposition. The Quebec 
Chronicle Telegraph met with 
Bolduc at his office to discuss 
issues and the type of work he is 
doing for our community. 

Bolduc has made consider-
able efforts to build ties with the 
English-speaking community 
in Quebec, efforts facilitated 
by the fact that he is fluently 

bilingual. He says he is pleased 
to be able to serve people in 
English if they prefer. 

When asked why he feels 
his affinity with the English 
community is important, he re-
sponded, “It is simply a natural 
relationship I have with the 
English-speaking community. 
When I had a clinic in Place 
de la Cité, some of my patients 
came to me because they knew 
we could speak English together 
and they felt more comfortable.” 
Bolduc has worked extensively 
with the English community in 
Montreal, having first studied at 
St. Mary’s, a teaching hospital 
affiliated with McGill University. 
He added, “As spokesperson for 
our health care system, three 
weeks ago I met with the dean 
of medicine at McGill.”

When asked about the 
campaign for the leader of the 
Quebec Liberal Party, Bolduc 
said, “I have thrown my support 

behind Philippe Couillard. I am 
confident that he’ll do well, but 
in the end it will be decided 
on the 16 and 17 of March.” If 
Bolduc is backing Couillard to 
strengthen the Liberal agenda 
with the support of the English 
community, then it seems that 
Bolduc’s choice is a good one, 
at least according to a poll 
recently commissioned by CBC 
Quebec. The poll was conducted 
by EKOS Research and surveyed 
1,001 Anglophones. The results 
showed that, to date, Couillard 
is the favourite leadership 
candidate among English-
speakers to date (although 57 
percent of Anglophones are still 
undecided). 

But when asked whether 
Raymond Bachand might be 
a more pragmatic choice for 
Liberal leader in the context of 
a failing economy, and in light 
of his more impressive back-
ground, as Finance Minister and 

his long experience in business, 
Bolduc disagreed somewhat. 
Bolduc said Bachand “sells very 
well, but Philippe Couillard 
has a very good background in 
the field of health care. Pierre 
Moreau has done well with the 
municipalities (each candidate 
has his or her own strengths), 
but we must choose only one 
leader.” When it was suggested 
that Couillard, rather than 
Bachand, was  a long shot for all 
Quebecers, Bolduc confidently 
disagreed. “Look at the [Liberal 
leadership] election last week 
in Ontario; Mrs. Wynne was not 
first at the beginning, but she 
won. We just never know.” 

Anyone wishing to make an 
appointment with Yves Bolduc 
or his office staff on provincial 
matters may call 418 682-8167, 
visit at 1040 avenue Bevédère, 
Suite 305, Quebec City, or email 
at cst-jean@assnat.qc.ca.

Dr. Yves Bolduc starts new session by opening his 
doors to Anglophones

Yves Bolduc, MLA for Jean-Talon, Quebec. 

Shirley nadeau

C
a m i l le  Na de a u , 
Camille Rajotte and 
Catherine Magnan 

– students at Université 
Laval’s École des arts 
visuels – won the Bourse 
du Carnaval ($1000) 
and the Mention Spécial 
Publ ic Loto - Québec 
awards in the Relève 
category of the Interna-
tional Snow Sculpture 
competition held last 
weekend at the Quebec 
Winter Carnival. 

Nadeau said, “We com-
peted with seven other 
teams from cégeps and 
universities. We worked 
from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 
p.m. on Friday and from 
7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on 
Saturday. Our sculpture is 
called Les p'tites bibites 
mangent pas les grosses. 
It represents a curious 
little boy looking under 
his bed, under which is a 
huge monster that looks 
back at the little boy 
between his paw, scared 
of the boy. The bed is 5 

feet in the air, barely in 
balance on the back of 
the monster. It was very 
hard work. When we woke 
up Saturday morning, 
our bodies and hands 
were aching and we 
were having a hard time 
picking up our tools again. 
But we are really happy. It 
was worth it!” 

In two weeks, Nadeau 
and her teammates are 
off to compete in the snow 
sculpting competition 
at the Rouyn-Noranda 
Winter Festival. 

La Relève snow sculptors win 
two prizes at Winter Carnival Bethann G. Merkle

As digital technology 
continues to gain prom-
inence in professional 

and personal communication, 
the art of letter writing sits 
poised to become a specialty 
of the past. An international 
effort has recently been 
launched to counter-balance 
this trend, and anyone with 
pen and paper is welcome to 
participate.

International Corre -
spondence Writing Month, 
also known as InCoWriMo, 
officially began February 1, 
2013, and is slated to become 
an annual event. It follows 
the pattern of InCoNoMo 
(International Novel Writing 
Month) and similar initia-
tives, all of which share the 
same fundamental objective 

– encourage people to write 
thoughtfully. According to 
the organizers, this is a fine 
opportunity to reconnect 

with old friends, to help a 
child practice writing, or 
to strike up a new pen pal 
relationship.

In the case of the cor-
respondence initiative, the 
criteria are fairly simple. 
The objective is to write at 
least one letter each day, or 
a total of 28 letters during 
the month. Letters must be 
postmarked or delivered in 
February; delivery by hand 
or Canada Post qualify. All 
letters must be handwritten, 
but there is no minimum 
length – a postcard or an 
opus both fit the criteria. All 
letters may be written to the 
same individual, or each one 
might be sent to someone 
different. All the details and 
more are available online at 
http://incowrimo.org. 

Looking for ideas? Write 
someone you have not seen 
in awhile. Write an author 
who’s book really captured 
your attention. Write the 

Prime Minister or a local 
government official. Even 
better, Her Majesty the 
Queen has actually com-
mitted to participating in 
the project. You can reach 
her by post at the following 
address: Her Majesty The 
Queen, Buckingham Palace, 
London SW1A 1AA, United 
Kingdom.  

Write to the QCT.  We 
would be particularly de-
lighted to hear what kind of 
content readers would like 
to see in the newspaper in 
2013. If you participate in 
InCoWriMo, please let us 
know on the QCT Facebook 
page or by writing to us 
at editor@qctonline.com. 
Handwritten letters are 
certainly welcome at Quebec 
Chronicle-Telegraph, 1040, 
Belvédère, Suite 218, Québec, 
QC, G1S 3G3.

Above all, if you receive 
a response from the Queen, 
do tell!

More than Love Letters

Sending a month’s worth of postcards, gleaned from local fripperies, costs little more 
than postage.

Catherine Le Magnan, Camille 
Nadeau and Camille Rajotte receive 
their medals from the President 
of the International de sculpture 
sur neige TELUS, Olivier Therrien-
Bergeron (left), and the President 
of  the Quebec Winter Carnival 2013, 
Alain Winter.

The winning sculpture Les p’tites 
bibites mangent pas les grosses earned 
first place and the peoples’ choice 
awards at the international snow 
sculpture competition. 


