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Bethann G. Merkle

It is nearly impossible to 
overlook Quebec City’s 
winter traditions. Carnival 

continues to be one of the most 
anticipated and conspicuous. 
The 2013 edition follows in 
the snowshoe and ski tracks 
of an extensive history of local 
winter celebrations.  

According to Carnival 
organizers, “Since the begin-
ning of our French colony, 
the habitants of New France 
created a rowdy tradition of 
getting together just before 
Lent to eat, drink and be 
merry. [...] The first large 
winter Carnival in Québec 

City took place in 1894.” It may 
very well have started with 
one of the QCT’s forerunners, 
the Quebec Daily Telegraph, 
as is indicated by Jean Pro-
vencher: “On October 19, 1893, 
the owner of the Quebec Daily 
Telegraph, Frank Carrel, used 
the columns of his newspaper 
to launch the idea of a new 
carnival in Québec City.”

 A quick calculation tells 
us we are on the cusp of 120 
years since that first festival, 
although the festivities were 
sporadic or non-existent 
during periods of war and 
economic crisis in the first 
half of the twentieth century.  
Then, Quebec City kicked the 

tradition back into high gear 
in 1954. 

The Carnival history indi-
cates, “In 1954, in the context 
of the economic development 
of the Old Capital, a group of 
business people re-launched 
the festivities. That year, Bon-
homme was born and elected 
the event’s representative. 
The first official edition of the 
Québec Winter Carnival took 
place in 1955,” and it is clear 
the city never looked back. 
Dedication to the interests 
of adults and families has 
resulted in Carnival scoring 
third place on international 
carnival charts, close on the 
heels of “the famous carnivals 

in Rio and New Orleans.”
F r om Febr u a r y  1-17, 

participants can expect 
entertainment such as the 
snow and ice sculptures, 
many family snow activities, 
SAQ-sponsored refreshments 
and entertainment for adults, 
brightly lit parades and 
parties, and a continuation 
of winter sporting competi-
tions.  The St. Hubert Derby 
(horse-drawn sleigh races), 
cross-country and downhill 
ski competitions, and the 
annual ice canoe races are 
on the program.  

Bonhomme effigies are 
mandatory to access the site, 
and available for purchase 

throughout the city or at 
carnival entrances. Most 
activ ities take place on 

the Plains of Abraham. For 
complete details, visit http://
carnaval.qc.ca/en/.

The St. Hubert Derby promises fast horses, excellent horsemanship, and cheering crowds. 
(Photo from 2012 Carnival)

Snow sculptures such as “An apple a day keeps the Doctor 
away” showcase local and international artists. (Photo 
from 2012 Carnival)

Carnaval parades light up the city in two festive nighttime celebrations. (Photo from 
2012 Carnival)

Carnival continues to be “Star of Winter”
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Shirley nadeau

On  J a n u a r y  2 5 , 
L uc  O'B om s aw i n , 
P r e s i d ent  o f  t h e 

Q u e b e c  A b o r i g i n a l 
Vet er a n s  A s s o ci a t ion , 
presented Queen Elizabeth 
II Diamond Jubilee Medals 

to three members of the 
78th Fraser Highlanders, 
Fort St. Andrew’s Garrison, 
Quebec City: Lieutenant 
Pierre Drouin, Honorary 
Lieutenant-Colonel Erik 
Plourde, and Major Alan 
Stairs.

Dennis Riou x of the 

Military and Hospitaller 
Order of Saint Lazarus 
o f  Jer u s a lem a l s o  r e -
ceived the Queen's Jubilee 
Medal.

At the same occasion 
Rioux donated an oil paint-
ing of Robbie Burns to the 
78th Fraser Highlanders 

for  ser v ices  rendered 
through the years to the 
Order of Saint Lazarus and 
its annual Emerald Ball. 
Major Alan Stairs accepted 
the donation on behalf of 
the Highlanders.

The Quebec Aboriginal 
Veterans Association par-
ticipates with the Order 
of St . Lazarus and the 
78th F ra ser  Hig h la nd-
ers in a commemoration 
of the Seven Years’ War 

(1756-63), which is held 
at the cemeter y of the 
Hôpital-Général de Québec 
every autumn.

Members of the 78th Fraser Highlanders – Lt. Pierre Drouin, Hon. Lt. Col. Erik Plourde 
and Maj. Alan Stairs – proudly display their QE II Diamond Jubilee Medals, presented 
to them by Luc O'Bomsawin, President of the Association des anciens combattants 
autochtones du Québec (2nd from left). 

Luc O’Bomsawin presents the Queen’s Jubilee medal to Dennis Rioux of the Military 
and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem. 

78th Fraser Highlanders and Dennis Rioux receive Queen’s 
Jubilee Medal 


