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For fourteen years, the 
Literacy Foundation 
( F o n d a t i o n  p o u r 

l’alphabétisation) has offered 
a fine solution to inevitable 
holiday questions. November 
through January, books are 
solicited for Quebec children 
ages 0-12. Typically, the 
Foundation encourages a 
1:1 concept; if you purchase 
a book as a gift, consider 
donating another to this 
program.  

According to communica-
tions advisor Annie Cardinal, 
only new books are accepted. 
For some children, it may 
become the first new book they 
have ever received. Recipients 
are identified by participating 
schools and community organ-
izations working with children. 
These organizations must 
work in regions with children 
living in circumstances below 
socio-economic thresholds 
identified by Quebec’s Minis-
try of Education, Recreation 
and Sports.

The QCT recently spoke 
with actress Marie Turgeon, 
who has served as the ini-
tiative’s spokeswoman for 
the past seven years. When 

asked whether the initiative 
is limited to French-language 
readers, Turgeon responded 
with a chuckle, followed by a 
wealth of information. She said, 

“The program may appear to be 
only for French readers, but it 
is in fact a multi-lingual effort. 
[...] Where the need is, that’s 
where we want to distribute 
the books. Families in need of 
access to books might speak 
French, English, Spanish, or 
any other language.”

Turgeon then elaborated 
on why she supports the ‘Gift 
of Reading’ initiative, and 
why every reader in Quebec 
could, too. “Reading can give 
access to pleasure, creativity, 
and the discovery of a book 

— the ideas in it, numbers, 
letters, forms. Reading is 
not just academic, it is also 
about the pleasure of learn-
ing.”  Turgeon explained, 

“We want to offer pleasurable 
reading experiences. It can 
be a novel, a fantasy story, or 
anything, and it doesn’t have 
to be huge. Big encyclopaedias 
and dictionaries are available 
in libraries and at school, so 
we exclude them.” 

Books are collected during 
the holiday season, because, 

as Turgeon noted, “We know 
people are shopping for gifts,” 
as well as thinking about how 
to enhance their lifestyles 
in the coming year.”  The 
books are sorted in Montreal, 
returned to the region where 
they were donated, and are 
distributed in May, prior to 
the summer break.  

This timing ensures re-
cipients have access to books 
while not in school. Turgeon 
pointed out, “When you reach 
the child, you also reach the 
parents. Many times, they, 
too, have had limited access 
to books. Because of this, 
they may not have the habit 
of reading to their children, 
which means they may not 
prioritize it for their children. 
They miss out on the benefits 
of reading because they have 
not learned the value of it 
throughout their life, and 
it becomes a generational 
issue.”

W hen asked how the 
local English-language com-
munity could become more 
engaged, Turgeon stated, 

“We need to let the English-
speaking public know that 
the program exists. We need 
more media coverage, and we 

need people in the community 
talking about it. It is key to 
have schools, libraries, and 
community organizations sup-
porting the program, too.” She 
continued, “I would be happy 
to speak more with English 
media, or to travel to Quebec 
City for outreach efforts in 
English.”

“Above all,” Turgeon encour-
aged readers to “give a book 
or make a financial contribu-

tion. We receive over 100,000 
requests each year, but only 
around 30,000 books. Your gift 
really makes a difference in a 
child’s life.”  

In Quebec City, books in 
any language are accepted at 
19 locations, including several 
schools, public libraries, and 
a number of bookstores. To 
contribute funds or to locate 
a book donation site, details 
are available at  www.fonda-

tionalphabetisation.org or by 
calling 1-800-361-9142.  

If you are interested in 
increasing local awareness of 
this initiative in 2013, please 
contact the Quebec City 
Reading Council at 418-681-
1258 or info@qcrc.org. The 
QCRC plans to collaborate 
with the Literacy Founda-
tion for the 2013-2014 book 
collection.

Make the ‘Gift of Reading’ a New Year’s resolution

Multilingual Quebec City children enjoy an English-language story during a monthly 
activity offered through the collaboration of several local community organizations.
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bill Cox

Technological progress was 
slow at first, with hundreds 
of years between the 

discovery of fire, the wheel and 
then the cart. Now, in a matter 
of months, the auto industry can 
put out cars with new features 
and gimmicks that were on 
drawing boards not long before 
being released to assembly lines. 
Imagine what has since been 
developed and not yet put into 
new cars!

The evolution since my first 
16K Commodore computer, 
bought in 1984, to the powerful, 
lightning rapid machines of 
today is awesome. Other than 
being a slow word processor, 
there was not much in the old 
computers. Even its memory was 
on 5 1/2-inch floppy disks. We 
new users had to learn how to 
build a program from instruction 
books that looked liked hiero-
glyphics. We had never heard of 
Windows, email, Excel, Outlook 
or Bill Gates in those days. 

As I was leaving the store 
with my new computer a few 
months ago, UPS was delivering 
boxes with "IBM" printed on 
them. A bystander wise-cracked 
to me, "Your computer is already 
obsolete! Here come the replace-
ments." He was right. 

The music industry is another 
good barometer to appreci-
ate the rate of technological 
advance. Let’s start with that old 
Victrola with the wind up crank 
I played with as a wee lad more 
than 65 years ago. That heavy 
78-rpm record, almost like slate, 
would spin on the platen with a 
heavy pick-up head holding the 

needle. It was fun to listen to 
the scratchy music and watch 
the head bobbing up and down 
on the warped record. They were 
sensitive to heat and made a 
nice clean cracking sound if you 
ever accidentally sat on one. 

Then the lightweight plastic 
78-rpm records arrived, some-
times with two pieces of music 
on the same side. They would 
bend a bit before cracking when 
you sat on them. They were more 
sensitive to heat and out of 
commission if left on the radia-
tor. Their babies, the 45-rpms 
had two pieces of music, one 
on each side. Later on, electric 
gramophones and jukeboxes re-
placed the hand-cranked players. 
Remember the 33 1/3 records? 
They were light, thinner records 
with five or six pieces of music 
on each side. We didn't have 
to run to the player so often to 
change the record. 

You must remember the tape 
decks with the large spools that 
would play for hours? Then the 
popular but short-lived 8-track 
cassettes came along. I bought 
a car in 1976 with an 8-track 
player installed. The music 
was great so I bought a radio-
cassette player, with the big slot 
on the side, to play the 8-tracks 
at home. It is still in use by my 
daughter-in-law.

The popular smaller cas-
sette tapes and their players, 
that replaced the 8-tracks, can 
record and play both sides and 
continue non-stop. The famous 

"Walkman" gave us portable 
music and increased the sale 
of batteries. Although CD porta-
bles and now these miniscule 

ipods are replacing the cassette 
players, many of them are still 
in use, like my wife's yellow 
Sports Sony.

Those CDs have now entered 
our lives thanks to a gift from 
our children a few Christmases 
ago. We learned of the true 
quality of music on the CDs by 
accident. My wife has always 
had difficulty mastering elec-
tronic gadgets. Trying to play 
some CDs without my guidance, 
she was not aware that she had 
her finger on the volume button 
of the remote while she looked 
for the CD button on the tuner. 
When she did hit the button it 
sounded like a clap of thunder 
right in our living room. She 
gave out an equally loud yell.

The result was a blown 
speaker. Feeling guilty, she paid 
for a set of new speakers which 
I installed the same afternoon. 
It was only then that I realized 
our 27-year-old speakers were 
only 25-watt high-fidelity. The 
new ones are 100-watt stereo 
with tweeters, Surround Sound 
and what have you. What a mar-

velous difference! 
I can listen to music on 

almost any radio station in the 
world on my computer. Now I am 
learning to import music from 
other computers, with programs 
like Real Player and Napster 
that will most likely be obsolete 
before I master them. That was 
ten years ago already. 

The technology evolution and music

The original box of a Commodore 16 computer (circa 
1984). 

A Victrola record player had to be hand cranked and could 
only play one record at a time. They were made by the 
Victor Talking Machine Company between 1901 and 1929. 
This model dates from about 1907. 


