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How to stay informed

 SNOW REMOVAL OPERATIONS

Stay INFORMED! 
Phone: 
418-641-6666 
(voice message updated at 7:30 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m.)

ville.quebec.qc.ca 
Sign up by email or RSS and be informed 
whenever a snow removal announcement 
is made. 

Twitter 
Via your Twitter account, access the Québec 
City Twitter feed (@villequebec) and sign up 
to receive alert tweets. Free.

Text messaging 
Text the word NEIGE at 23 333 and receive 
alert texts on your mobile phone. 
Standard fees apply.  

Flashing orange street lights 
The lights start �ashing at least three hours 
before the on-street parking ban comes 
into force. 

Snow removal alert signs 
At the main borough entry points and 
on some busy streets, a sign will inform you 
that a snow removal operation is underway. 

From November 1 to April 15, on-street parking is prohibited during snow removal operations.

bethaNN g. MeRkle

Walking through the 
doors of the Musée 
national des beaux-arts 

du Québec exhibit Art and 
Nature in the Middle Ages, one 
is transported to a world apart. 
Splendor and colour abound. 
Religious and ‘profane’ objects 
glow under artful lighting. By 
tradition, most art exhibits are 
quiet, but the hush in these 
galleries is reminiscent of sacred 
spaces. The only sound is that of 
shuffling feet.  

One’s imagination is trig-
gered by mythical animals, 
illustrations of heroism and 
references to miracles. Bilingual 
signs explain, “The world of the 
fantastic is present throughout 
the art of the Middle Ages. Ro-
manesque art provided fertile 
ground for representation of this 
world, and  Gothic art, though 
more inclined towards realism 
in its depiction of nature, was 
never completely without the 
bizarre and monstrous, drawn in 
part from rediscovered Eastern 
sources. Many of the fanciful 
creatures found in medieval art 
[also] come from Antiquity or 
the Orient.”

Executed as tapestries, carv-
ings, works in precious metals 
and manuscripts, the pieces form 
a chronology of the 10th to 15th 

centuries comprising the Middle 
Ages. Sections of the exhibit also 
illustrate themes such as symbol-
ism of plants and animals (which 
varied widely over time). Other 
themes include the lifestyle 
of aristocrats (little evidence 
exists to explain life experi-
ences of lower classes), and the 
evolving presence of religious 

iconography in artworks.
On loan from the Musée 

de Cluny (MDC) in Paris, the 
exhibit offers a unique glimpse 
into France’s national collection. 
According to the curators, the 
MDC “became France’s Musée 
national du Moyen Age” in 1992. 
The MDC comprises over 20,000 
pieces, which include everyday 

objects in wrought iron, ceramic 
and linen, along with precious 
objects in valuable metals, 
carved ivory, fine tapestries, 
and more.  

The Cluny collection has 
been in development since 1832, 
when Alexandre Du Sommerard 
moved into the former mansion 
of the late-15th century Cluny 
abbots. An avid collector, Du 
Sommerard filled the mansion 
with unique objects, and later 
sold it to the French government. 
Some years later, the government 
acquired the adjacent building, 

a former bathhouse from the 
first to third centuries, and the 
museum is now housed in these 
two historic edifices.

Art et Nature au Moyen Âge 
marks the first time this museum 
has exhibited part of its collec-
tion abroad. According to the 
exhibit curators, “This exhibit 
permits us to better understand 
the vision of nature which 
was held by artists of the time, 
spanning 500 years of artistic 
production in western Europe.”  

The exhibit is in Quebec 
City until January 6, 2013.  Note 

that the museum will be closed 
December 24-25, and hours vary 
during the holiday season. As 
a separate exhibit, not part of 
the permanent collection, and 
admission fee will be charged 
to all visitors not currently 
members of the museum. Guided 
tours are offered Wednesday 
afternoons (1:30 p.m. and 4:30 
p.m.) and weekends (1:30 p.m. 
and 3:30 p.m.).  Detailed infor-
mation is available by visiting 
www.mnba.qc.ca or by calling 
418-643-2150.

A sumptuous chronology of Art and Nature in the 
Middle Ages 

A museum visitor is dwarfed by a richly detailed tapestry 
illustrating life for medieval aristocrats.

Rare books and finely detailed woven tapestries hold the attention of these visitors.
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