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Québec

By Bethann G. Merkle

“A word, after a word, after 
a word, is power,” quoted 
Sovita Chander, President 

of the Literary and Histori-
cal Society of Quebec. She 
addressed this Margaret 
Atwood quote to 30 students 
from CEGEP Champlain-St. 
Lawrence and Cégep de 
Limoilou who had submitted 
a piece to the second annual 
ImagiNation Writing Contest. 
Each wrote an original essay, 
short story, or piece of poetry 
of less than 1,000 words, in 
English, on the theme of 
tolerance and reconcilia-
tion.  

Elizabeth Perreault, co-
ordinator of ImagiNation, 
told the QCT, “We chose 
[this theme] because we feel 
that it fits in with this year’s 
current events - issues regard-
ing intimidation and bullying 
at school and through social 
media. Discrimination based 
on race and religion are also 
still part of the news, unfortu-
nately. Furthermore, the Alex 
and Ruth Dworkin Tolerance 
Fund at the Jewish Commu-
nity Foundation generously 
supported our contest (1st 
prize $500, 2nd prize $350 
and 3rd prize $150).”

As one contest judge, 
author Rick Salutin said to 
the hopeful writers assem-
bled in the Morrin Centre, 

“for this theme, it was rather 
obvious what was expected 
of you.” However, the judges 
were impressed by the clever 
perspectives and quality of 
writing displayed by these 
young writers. Salutin noted 
that many submissions 
successfully overcame the 

“loaded and clichéd confines 
of the theme.”

For example, Roxanne 
Harbarurema wrote about 
homophobia and associated 
workplace discrimination, 
while Caroline Tremblay’s 
story featured a son trying 
to understand his father’s 
anti-semitism. Laurence 

Morin wrote about racial 
tension, and Elizabeth White 
took another angle on homo-
phobia. While none of these 
young ladies currently plan 
to write professionally, they 
all enjoyed the contest. As 
Morin said, “Why not give 
it a try? There’s nothing to 
lose.”  Harubarurema noted 
a highlight was a visit by the 
festival’s Honorary Presi-
dent, author Paul Almond, 
with students at CEGEP 
Champlain-St. Lawrence 
earlier that day. Tremblay 
added, “My favorite thing 
was when he said we don’t 
have to give up. We have to 
follow our dreams.  It’s really 
inspiring.”

The judges and audience 
found 

the competition winners 
equally inspiring. A candid 
awards ceremony featured 
banter among the invited 
judges, readings of the 
winning submissions, and 
an attitude of appreciation 
for the mature and insight-
ful way the young writers 
handled the theme. After 
the ceremony, author Miguel 
Syjuco told the QCT, “At that 
age, I was playing Nintendo. 
I’m impressed that they 
thought so much about, and 
wrote so vividly about this 
theme.”  

The third place winner, 
Arnaud Hamelin of CEGEP 
Champlain-St. Lawrence, 
wrote a pointed and rhyth-
mic essay entitled Tolerance 

Must End. He declared that 
“Haters are gonna hate” is 
a problematic fallacy, and 
described a society which 
has transcended the need 
for tolerance, having left 
behind destructive f ixa-
tions on differences. Second 
place went to Dream, a 
short story written by Kevin 
Jetté of CEGEP de Limoilou. 
His finely detailed story 
highlighted racial tension 
in a school environment, as 
narrated by a young child 
suffering from bullying.  

This year’s first place 
winner was Alyson Mace-Rear-
don of CEGEP Champlain-St. 
Lawrence. Entitled The Price 
of Peace, her short story was 
set in 2376, and described a 

homogenous society in which 
everyone undergoes trans-
formative surgical procedures 
which render the whole world 
similar in order to eliminate 
global conflict and inequality. 
After the ceremony, Mace-
Reardon told the QCT she 
plans to study microbiology 
and forensics, and her inter-
est in “combining words and 
science” led her to focus on 

“Hitler’s question of what is 
the perfect human pheno-
type.”  

Writing her piece, which 
is entirely fictional, was a 
process. “At first, the topic 
wasn’t inspiring, because it 
didn’t seem fictional enough, 
and I stick with writing 
fiction. “However, once she 
thought of the sci-fi angle, 
she still had a lot of work to 
do. “Readers of my first draft 
didn’t understand my point, 
so I had to take that feed-
back and revise it to make 
the point more clear.  While 

it might seem like everyone 
being the same is a solution 
to intolerance, that’s just so 
wrong.”  Mace-Reardon, a 
self-described first-language 
Francophone, sa id she 
chose to attend  CEGEP 
Champlain-St. Lawrence 
to ensure that she would 
achieve professional-level 
bilingualism. More than one 
member of the audience com-
mented that the subtlety of 
her story, and her convincing 
yet futuristic treatment of the 
theme are strong indications 
that she achieved her goal.

Perreault confirmed, “We 
believe it’s important to en-
courage aspiring writers. We 
wanted to give local CEGEP 
students the opportunity 
to write in English, and be 
read by experienced authors 
(Dav id Homel and Rick 
Salutin). We also believe that 
the prizes should help out 
young writers, and encourage 
them to continue with their 
studies and their ambitions. 
We hope that [ImagiNation 
and the authors who spoke at 
the CEGEPs] will make stu-
dents even more passionate 
about reading and writing.”

Young local writers impress at ImagiNation Writing 
Contest awards ceremony

Judges and authors David Homel and Rick Salutin, contest winner Alyson Mace-Reardon, LHSQ President Sovita Chander, ImagiNation Honorary 
President, author Paul Almond, and Morrin Centre interim Executive Director Marie Rubsteck
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