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QCT Mystery Photo of the Week Contest

BethaNN G. Merkle aNd 
Shirley Nadeau

Quebec City is full 
o f  p i c t u r e s q u e 
and notewor thy 

vistas and scenes. The QCT 
Mystery Photo Contest 
offers readers opportuni-
ties to appreciate the city 
from some well-known and 
less familiar angles. We 
hope you have as much fun 
with the mystery photos as 
we do!

We welcome La Maison 
Anglaise  bookstore as 
the official sponsor of the 
Mystery Photo Contest. 
The prizes offered are gift 
certificates and books from 
the store.

Submit your answer for 

this week’s photo by e-mail 
to photo@qctonline.com 
or by regular mail to the 
Quebec Chronicle-Tele-
graph, 1040 rue Belvedere, 
Suite 218, Quebec, QC G1S 
3G3, along with your name, 
mailing address and a 
phone number. The entry 
deadline for Mystery Photo 
#7, published on July 11, is 
before 5:00 p.m., Friday, 
July 20. Telephone entries 
will not be accepted.

T he My ster y  Photo 
Contest is open to all QCT 
readers. There is a limit 
of one entry per week, per 
household. We will report 
all correct answers and 
announce the weekly and 
monthly winners at the end 
of the month, the week after 
each theme ends. Good luck! 
For complete details of the 
RULES AND REGULA-
TIONS of the Mystery Photo 
Contest, please visit the QCT 

Web site “EDITORS PICKS” 
at www.qctonline.com

The theme of the July 
Mystery Photo Contest is 

“Historical landmarks and 
buildings.” 

Mystery Photo #8:  The central object, between the lion and the unicorn, is an open 
Bible with the reference Matthew XXIII.8.  QUESTION –  What is the street address of 
the building upon which you’ll find this carving and what was the building’s original 
purpose? 
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Marie White

Quebec City’s Huron-Wen-
dat village, Wendake, 
has had a shrine to 

Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha 
for a long time. Now, with 
the advent of her sainthood 
in Rome this coming October 
by Pope Benedict XVI, the 
historic Notre-Dame-de-
Lorette Church is opening 
a boutique to honour her. 
Visitors and villagers will 
be able to purchase medals, 
pictures, prayers and candles 
of Kateri, who will become 
the first First Nations saint 
in North America.  The Huron-Wendat community has had a shrine to Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha, known 

as the Lily of the Mohawks, in its historic Notre-Dame-de-Lorette Church for many 
years. 

Isabelle Siouï shows the medals, prayers, frames and 
keepsakes that can now be purchased in the back of the 
church to commemorate Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha who 
will be named a saint this fall. 

Boutique opens in Wendake for Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha

BethaNN G. Merkle

We often hear the saying, 
“A picture is worth a thousand 
words,” but may not often stop 
to contemplate the origins of 
the phrase. However, a group of 
local sketch artists is taking the 
phrase literally, and their work 
eloquently makes the point.  

Established early this year, 
Drawn to Québec is both a 
website and a group of local 
artists who meet to sketch in 
public settings in and around 
Quebec City. The group is open 
to adults of all skill levels, and 
encourages group sketching as 
a social activity, a peer learn-
ing opportunity. The group 
offers a mutually supportive 
environment in which Quebec 
City residents and visitors can 
learn to draw, hone their skills, 
or simply explore a new subject 
or media.

In a fine demonstration of 
these principles, the sketch-
ers were out en masse last 
weekend.  Saturday, July 14, 
was the 36th Worldwide Sketch-
Crawl, a global sketching event 

in which thousands of people 
took to the streets to document 
the world around them. The 
event originated with Enrico 
Casarosa, who participated in a 
marathon bachelor party in San 
Francisco nearly ten years ago. 
Predicated on the “pub crawl” 
concept, Casarosa says, “The 
basic idea is to record non-stop 
everything [we] can around us. 
After a whole day of drawing 
and walking around the city, 
the name seems quite fitting: 
‘SketchCrawl’ - a drawing 
marathon.”

Inspired by SketchCrawls 
organized in other cities, 
Drawn to Québec founder 
Bethann G. Merkle, and local 
sketchers Larry Marshall and 
Céline Poulin organized what 
they believe to be Quebec City’s 
first ever SketchCrawl.  Twelve 
sketchers met and created a 
vivid visual record of Jardin 
Jeanne d’Arc and the Plaines 
of Abraham, during a total of 
five hours of drawing. Accord-
ing to the organizers, the event 
was successful beyond what 

they had hoped. Specifically, 
participants of a local nature 
sketching class merged with a 
group who meet to practice por-
trait drawings, and collectively 
agreed to organize several more 
group sketching activities in 
the near future.

Drawn to Québec’s objec-
tives are clear. “The whole idea 
is to provide a ‘safe space’ for 
folks of all skill levels to put 

‘pen to paper’ and try represent-
ing the city in which we live. 
Collectively, we avoid making 
art because it has become so 
specialized and professional-

ized, and most people are not 
trained, even in the basics. 
However, little over 100 years 
ago, it was considered part of 
one's necessary education to 
learn basic drawing skills, and 
to draw things from life.”  

As the founders explained, 
“By gathering in a group, no one 
need feel ‘on the spot’ about 
drawing or painting in public. It 
is the ‘safety in numbers’ prin-
ciple at work.” Sketching in a 
group with a range of skills also 
offers the opportunity to ask 
questions, try new techniques 
and media, and to build capac-

ity to represent something on 
paper. As Marshall explained 
recently, “We are not going 
for ‘art.’ For me, it's about the 
process. I don't think of my 
sketches as art. They are a way 
to observe my surroundings, 
and to learn from them."  

More activities are already 

scheduled, and more are in the 
works. If you would like more 
information about participat-
ing, or simply want to see what 
kind of sketches the group 
produces regularly, visit their 
website: http://drawntoquebec.
blogspot.ca.  

Sketches worth a thousand words

A break during the SketchCrawl enabled local sketchers 
to share their drawings of the Jardin Jeanne d’Arc.

Vignette from a sketch made at the Jardin Jeanne d’Arc.


