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photographs were selected 
to be displayed in the exhibit: 
Suzanne Aubre, Joan Beattie, 
Ozzie Beattie, Harold Biswas, 
Francis Comrie, Kayress 
dela Cruz, Ross Davidson, 
Lisa Dempsey, Hélène Doré, 
Sharon Dugas, Élise Brown-
Dussault, Jason Enlow, Ellie 
Fleming, Ayla Foers, Julie 
Gagné, Marie-Christine 
Grimard, Carmen Huppe, 
Senso Laau, Aby and Ruthbe 
Laau, MCDC/Women’s Club, 
Eileen McLaughlin, Terry 
McLeish, Heather McRae, 
Bethann Merkle, Shirley 
Nadeau, Dale Nugent, Ann 
Marie Powell, Gail Quinn, 

Michael Saillant, Maureen 
Small, Aliceson Soto, Peter 
Stuart, Olivier Toffin, Elaine 
Wait, Peter Whitcomb and 
Ned Young. Some of these 
people had more than one 
photo selected. 

Ayla Foers wishes to thank 
the members of the two 
communities for their par-
ticipation, Canadian Heritage 
for their support, and all the 
partners who helped out to 
bring this concept to fruition. 
She enthusiastically chimed 
in to say, “the photo exhibit 
was a lot of fun...(and) a nice 
way to bring communities 
together.”

that the LHSQ has for the 
year ahead, new President 
Sovita Chander highlighted 
two. She stated, “Firstly, 
we want to look at what it 
means to have electronic 
books available and how to 
provide history and literature 
to people.” Blair reiterated 
that idea and announced that 
a committee is being formed 
to address the position of 
electronic books. 

There are already digital-
ized older documents dating 
from 1824 on the history of 
Quebec in both French and 
English that can be accessed 
online under Transactions. 
Visit www.morrin.org for 
more information. 

Secondly, Chander said 
there will be a major focus 
on funding because, “the pro-
grams that are done (at the 
Morrin Centre) are important 
to the cultural life of the city, 
so LHSQ need to secure that...
by getting all levels of Govern-
ment involved...(and) leave 
no stone unturned.” As the 
Interim Executive Director 

Marie Rubsteck quoted Lily 
Tomlin who said, “The road 
to success is always under 
construction.” 

Chander made a request 
of the people of Quebec City 
to come to events and use the 
library. The Morrin Centre, 
which is run by the LHSQ, is 
there to serve members of the 
community. By telling staff 
and the Council what you 
want, giving suggestions and 
getting yourself to the Morrin 
Centre will all help to keep 
it as a vital, living, historical 
source of the community. She 
added, “We love seeing people 
here and seeing it full.” 

From the Apri l 11 to 
15, the Morrin Centre will 
hold the ImagiNation 2012: 
Writers’ Festival where you 
can meet various authors 
and receive adv ice and 
inspiration from them. For 
more information go to: www.
imagination.morrin.org for a 
list of all events that will be 
held at the Morrin Centre 
phone: (418) 694 9147.

Through the Lens of Our Community: 
Zooming in on the English-speaking 
community
Continued from 1

History in the making at the 
Literary and Historical Society 
of Quebec
Continued from 1

(Photo and text submitted by Ann Martell ) As part of the Jeffery Hale - Saint Brigid’s delegation marching in the St. 
Patrick’s parade on March 24, John Haberlin played the role of Father Bernard McGauran who founded Saint Brigid’s 
Home in 1856 when Saint Brigid’s was a shelter for Irish immigrants, widows and orphans. John is the Director of 
financial, material and informational resources at Jeffery Hale - Saint Brigid’s. His wife Lucie Lachance played the 
role of an immigrant along with their two children, Jacob and Emily-Jade.  Lucie is a special educator with Jeffery 
Hale - Saint Brigid’s English-language Community Services.

Family participation in the St. 
Patrick’s Parade

By Bethann g. merkle

“Nearly every culture on 
earth developed a martial 
art, at some time in its 

history,” asserted Maxime 
Chouinard, director of the 
Antrium School of An Maide 
Mear.  As ubiquitous as 
martial arts may have once 
been, Chouinard pointed out 
that few cultures can claim to 
have preserved theirs.  For 
example,  Chouinard is one of 
only five people in the world 
who teaches An Maide Mear, 
an Irish traditional martial 
art also known as Irish Stick 
Fighting.  

However, the 4th annual 
Rencontre des Arts Mar-
tiaux Historiques de Québec 
(RAMHQ), Quebec Historic 
Martial Arts Symposium, 
took place this weekend 
(March 31 and April 1) in Old 
Quebec.  The symposium is a 
collaborative effort of several 
organizations with interest in 
preserving various martial 
arts traditions. The purpose 
of the RAMHQ is “to foster 
communication between 
groups w ith a common 
interest, and also to share 

that passion with the public 
[through] workshops, lec-
tures and demonstrations.”

Having outgrown its initial 
location in the Morrin Centre, 
the two-day conference took 
place this year at Collège 
François de Laval (Petite 
Séminaire de Québec) .  
Martial arts traditions from 
Japan, Germany, Victorian 
Europe, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States were 
represented. Workshops 
included topics such as the 
Highland broadsword, French 
cane, an ancient Japanese 
tradition known as iaido, 
defense against a knife, and 
the close combat methods 
of World War II. All sessions 
were led by individuals with 
impressive resumes, exten-
sive experience in a variety 
of martial arts, and equally 
significant interest in the his-
toric reconstruction of these 
little-known traditions.  

Chouinard is the founder 
of RAMHQ, a fitting effort 
as he is also the curator of 
historical conservation and 
interpretation at the Morrin 
Centre. This weekend, he 
offered an intriguing session 

focused on 19th-century 
self-defense techniques. The 
advent of industrial printing 
presses combined with urban 
growth, led to high profile 
coverage of  gangs and the 
very first serial murders. 
Chouinard stated, “Paranoia 
compelled the development 
of f ighting skills which 
could meet the ordinary 
citizen’s need to defend 
himself against bullies, but 
also sometimes against the 
established order.” Required 
equipment for the workshop?  

“Appropriate clothing, a cane, 
and...a hat.”

Chouinard emphasized 

that participating in most of 
the workshop requires previ-
ous experience. However, the 
general public was welcome 
to simply observe the sessions, 
some of which were in French, 
others in English.  If you ever 
wondered what Victorian-era 
street fighting, elegant Japa-
nese fencing (naginatra), or 
French longswords were like 
in their heyday, RAMHQ was 
the place to be this weekend.  
If you want to participate or 
spectate next year, visit www.
ramhq.org.

Quebec Historic Martial Arts Symposium 
takes a swing at the past

Naginata, an ancient Japanese martial art, was most 
frequently practiced by women.
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