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Danielle Burns, Bethann 
Merkle and Shirley 
Nadeau have been 

scouting out people, places 
and objects around the city for 
you to try and identify over the 
summer months. Every week, 
we’ll print a mystery photo 
and your mission is to tell us 
the location and  answer the 
questions about the photo.  

The w inning answer, 
written in your own words 
(maximum 100 words – be as 
creative as you like), will be 
published in the Wednesday, 
August 21, 2013, issue. The 
deadline for submissions is 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on 
Friday, August 16. 

Submit your answers by 
e-mail to photo@qctonline.
com ,  or mai l  it  to the 
MYSTERY PHOTO CONTEST,  
Quebec Chronicle-Telegraph, 
1040, avenue Belvédère, Suite 
218, Québec, QC, G1S 3G3, or 
fax it to 418 650-5172. Include 
your name, address, telephone 
number and an email address 
(if you have one). 

Weekly winners will have 
their subscriptions extended 
by one month, FREE of charge, 
or, if not currently a QCT sub-
scriber, will receive a FREE 
one-month subscription. If 
more than one correct answer 
is submitted, a random draw 
will be held to determine 
the winner. At the end of 
the summer all the correct 
weekly answers will go into a 
hat for a draw and the winner 
will receive a year’s FREE 

QCT  Mystery Photo Contest
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Photo #11  - In 
100 words or less, 
answer these three 
questions.  Where 
am I?  Who made 
me?  What inspired 
my design?

Cassandra Kerwin joins the 
QCT writing team

I come from a long line of proud and involved Irish-
Quebecers. My family have been readers of the 
QCT for generations. I follow in their footsteps, as I 

become a writer and photographer for this paper. I have 
refined my writing, researching and computer skills 
over the course of pro bono projects and my academic 
career, at CRC–St. Lawrence and at Université Laval. 
During my time at Laval, I earned a Certificate in 
Social Services and a BA in Psychology. I was also the 
St. Lawrence Student Association Communication 
Officer during my CEGEP years. In my free time, I have 
learned some photography techniques, written a draft 
to a book, short stories and lyrics. I have many interests 
and passions and enjoy participating in our community, 
like being in Irish Heritage Quebec. It is with great 
pleasure that I join the QCT’s team of writers. 

Nocturnal wonders: moths outshine butterflies at night  
Bethann g. merKle  
Bethann@qCtonline.Com

In late July, our neighbours 
to the south celebrated 
Nationa l Moth Week 

(NMW, July 20-28). The ini-
tiative was founded in 2012 
by a non-profit organization 
based in New Jersey. Since 
then, “national” moth week 
has taken wing as an inter-
national event focused on 
raising awareness and ap-
preciation for these nocturnal 
cousins of the butterfly. 

Why moths?
Although there are a number 

of physical differences between 
moths and butterflies, the 
scientific consensus is that 
they are so closely related they 
cannot be distinctly defined. 
Thus, all moths and butterflies 
belong to the Lepidoptera order, 
named after the Greek for ‘scaly 
wings.’   

According to The Nature 
Conservancy, “While there 
are about 1,000 species of 
butterflies in North America, 
the continent has more than 
11,000 moth species. Worldwide, 
science has described more 
than 110,000 moth species so 
far, and the list is growing.” The 
National Moth Week website 
notes that moth “shapes and 
sizes span the gamut from as 

Putting lie to the notion that moths are small and boring, 
these Polyphemus moths (named after a Cyclops in Greek 
mythology), are striking and each as large as the palm 
of an adult’s hand. 

small as a pinhead to as large as 
an adult’s hand,” and that “their 
colors and patterns are either 
dazzling or so cryptic that they 
define camouflage.” 

As an example, author and 
butterfly expert Jill Staake 
mentions the striking tiger 
moths, noteworthy for their 
bold black, white, and salmon or 
orange colouring. Another eye-
catcher is the large Polyphemus 
moth (Antheraea polyphemus), 
with vibrant eye-like markings. 
Staake notes that only a few 
species actually eat textiles, 
and not all moths fly at night. 
One such daylighter is the 
elusive hummingbird clear-
wing moth (Hemaris thysbe), 
featured in Lise Lafond’s July 
3, 2013, article. Although other 
moths are known as agricultural 
pests, there are also a handful 
of silk-moth species whose 
larvae (caterpillars) produce 
the world’s natural silk.

“Mothing” in Quebec
In Quebec, the sole regis-

tered event associated with 
NMW took place on July 26, 
beginning at dusk at Parc na-
tional Mont-Mégantic. Hélène 
Philibert, a park warden and 
naturalist, led the activity. 
An illustrated introduction of 
natural history was followed 
by a moth viewing activity. 

Philibert explained, “We are 
hosting this activity because 
the animal emblem of this park 
is the luna moth,” a spectacular, 
pastel-green moth with long 
tapering hindwings.

Here in Quebec City, there 
are at least two prime months 
remaining for watching “but-
terflies of the night,” as they 
are known in French. Nocturnal 
natural history fans will appre-
ciate the adult and kid-friendly 
resources listed on the NMW 
website, which range from how 
to attract moths, to identifica-
tion, colouring books, and even 
a guide to a “moth party.”  

For comfortable backyard 
viewing, hang a white cotton 
sheet over a clothesline or 
fence, or wrap it around a tree. 
Shine a light on the white 
surface – any light will do, but 
black lights and mercury vapour 
lights attract even more moths 
than regular fluorescent bulbs. 
Remember to check both sides 
of the sheet, and the ground 
around it. One of NMW’s listed 
experts, Brian Bockhan, rec-
ommends carefully tipping a 
moth into a clear container 
to view the underside while 
avoiding damage to the moth’s 
delicate wings. He also notes 
that “frequent checks [of your 
sheet-light trap] will usually 

produce different species.” He 
adds, “Moth numbers peak 
just after dark until about 1:00 
a.m. A check right at dusk can 
be worthwhile as most will be 
perched somewhere for the day 
and easier to photograph.” As 
a final tip, Bockhan mentions 
that the weather can play a 
key role in “mothing” success. 

“The best nights are on and 
around the New Moon (because 
your artificial lights have less 
competition from moonlight). 
Moths also seem to prefer warm, 
windless, humid, and cloudy 
nights.”

Once you manage to lure a 
few moths in for a closer look, 
you will likely wonder about 
their identities. If you are 
interested in photographing 
the moths, NMW also lists 
resources for photographers. 
Once you have the photos in 
hand, or safely stored in your 
memory, a number of resources 
exist to help solve your moth 
mystery. NMW recommends 

subscription to the Quebec 
Chronicle-Telegraph.

Answer to Mystery Photo 
#9, which appeared in the 
July 31 edition: We received 
several correct answers and 
Esther Greaves’ name was 
selected by random draw. 
She will receive a FREE 
one-month extension to her 
subscription to the QCT. 

Esther’s winning answer: 
“These birds, complaining 
that ‘life ain't fair, eh?’ adorn 

a supporting pillar under 
the Bretelles [overpass of 
the Montmorency-Dufferin 
Highway] in the St-Roch 
area, and are hard to identify 
because of lack of precision, 
but could be a tiny songbird, 
like a black-throated warbler, 
and perhaps a huge, flightless 
emu, a  threatened species. 
The site, for me, is where I 
have happily enjoyed several 
Cirque du Soleil summer per-
formances.”

Controversy in the air . . . 
pipeline, trains or ships? 
shirley nadeau  
shirley@qCtonline.Com

Which would you prefer: 
an oil pipeline passing 
underground near your 

community, or a train passing 
by or through your community 
pulling a long line of oil tanker 
cars? What other alternatives are 
there? Thousands of trucks on the 
highways? Hundreds of ships on 
the St. Lawrence River? There 
seems to be no one “clean” or “safe” 
answer. Until we manage to heat 
our homes, drive ourselves around 
and transport goods without using 
petroleum-fueled vehicles, we will 
be stuck with the same difficult 
choices. 

How can we safely get our oil 
and gas to where it is needed? 
Whether due to human error or 
natural causes, ships carrying oil 
run aground or break up during 
storms. Underground pipelines are 
subject to leakage, especially in 
earthquake-prone areas. Tanker 
trains collide or derail. Lives are 

lost or are ruined. The earth is 
poisoned by the runoff. And, of 
course, just extracting the “liquid 
gold” from the earth is a difficult 
and dangerous undertaking. We 
have all seen the disastrous 
results of oil rigs that have blown 
up and/or leaked crude oil into the 
ocean. Digging tar sands out of the 
earth is not a very cost-effective or 
visually-pleasing process.

In response to TransCanada's 
announcement regarding its pro-
posed Energy East pipeline, Mike 
Hudema, a Greenpeace Canada 
Climate and Energy campaigner, 
said: "You can’t build a nation 
around a project that will poison 
water, violate the rights of First 
Nations and further accelerate 
a global climate crisis that is 
already resulting in weather 
disasters around the world. 
Given the oil industry's poor spill 
record, every community along 
this proposed route has reason 
to worry. This announcement will 
help re-invigorate the widespread 
opposition that has stalled other 

ill-conceived tar sands pipeline 
projects. Our governments need 
to invest in clean energy, not tar 
sands expansion." 

During a recent press confer-
ence in Quebec City regarding 
the proposed new oil pipeline, 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
said, “Obviously we think it’s a 
good idea in principle in terms 
of selling our energy products. It 
is a good idea that we find pan-
Canadian solutions so that all 
of this country benefits from our 
energy products.” 

Quebec City Mayor Régis La-
beaume feels the pipeline would 
create thousands of new jobs and 
reduce the risk of other deadly 
accidents, like Lac-Mégantic, hap-
pening.  “If you ask me today if I 
would prefer a pipeline compared 
to transportation by train or boat, 
I would choose a pipeline for secu-
rity, for safety,” said the mayor.

Which would you prefer?  Let 
us know your opinion at editor@
qctonline.com  

www.discoverlife.org/moth. 
The Canadian Biodiversity 
Information Faculty (www.
cbif.gc.ca) and the Virtual 
Museum (www.museevirtuel-
virtualmuseum.ca) offer more 
specific information about 

moths found in Quebec. And for 
those who prefer a book in hand, 
there is the recently published 
Peterson Field Guide to Moths 
of Northeastern North America 
or Louis Handfield’s Les Papil-
lions du Québec.


