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By Bethann G. Merkle

Nadeshicon is a play on 
words – the contrac-
tion of a Japanese 

flower and ‘convention.’  The 
name also references the 
French oeillet, which also 

“implies an eye into another 
world, that of the Japanese 
culture.”   For Maxime Girard, 
Nadeshicon’s Cultural Coor-
dinator, the festival is a way 
to share Japanese culture, 
heritage and modernity 
with a broad audience.  The 
nuances of the festival reflect 
the complexity of its name 

- 50% animé, 50% Japanese 
cultural heritage, 100% stu-
dent-organized, and growing 
every year. April 21-22, the 
4th edition of Nadeshicon will 
be “a fusion of many people’s 
visions.” 

Tickets for the festival 
weekend cost a mere $5.00 
per person, and admission 
is free for children under 
eight years of age.  Girard 
stated, “we keep it cheap to 
make it accessible to a wider 
audience.”  He emphasized 
that for a festival that costs 
the non-profit Club Animé 
Québec around $8,000 to host, 
ticket prices are a bargain.

Presentations include 

Japanese swordsmithing, 
Japanese culture, and a 
Japanese pastry-making 
demonstration which will 
offer the audience a sampling 
of culinary treats.  Also on 
the schedule are a haiku 
presentation and workshop, 
a fashion show featuring 
traditional and modern styles, 
and a “CosPlay” masquerade 
competition in which all are 
welcome to participate.  

A martial arts demon-
stration will take place on 
Saturday afternoon, and a 
traditional Japanese dance 
demonstration will offer 
spectators a chance to join 
the dancers and learn some 

of the steps. There will also 
be performances by two Jap-
anese-influenced rock bands, 
Firefly and HOSHI*FURU.  
Girard highlighted special 
guests Patricia Legrand and 
Léa Gabriele, who will speak 
about their roles as French-
language voice actresses for 
the popular Animé program 
Cardcaptor Sakura.

Girard emphasized that 
many of the activities are 
well-suited for families, 
including the merchants’ 
section which will feature 
Japanese-style food and 
wares produced by local 
vendors. Girard noted that a 
number of the presenters are 

bilingual and will be able to 
respond to audience ques-
tions in English or French. 
Others will be accompanied 
by translators, as is the case 
with Ms. Ryoka Nakajima, 
who will travel from Japan to 
present the pastry session.  

Girard noted that commu-
nity members are welcome to 
participate in the merchant 
space, in the fashion show, 
or even to give a presenta-
tion on something related to 
Japanese culture.  If inter-
ested in doing so, you should 
contact the festival directly. 

The rest of the events do not 
require pre-registration. With 
budget-friendly ticket prices 
and an open-participation 
style, members of the audi-
ence and children of all ages 
will actively engage in most 
aspects of the festival.  

Nadeshicon takes place at 
University Laval, in Pavilions 
Alphonse-Desjardins and 
Maurice Pollack.  Saturday, 
the schedule runs from 10:00 
a.m. to midnight, and Sunday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
For complete details, visit 
www.nadeshicon.com 

In conjunction with the 
Samurai exhibit and the 
Tohoku Region earthquake 
photographs currently on 
display at the Musée de la 
Civilization, Nadeshicon 
presents Quebec City with 
an extraordinary window 
into Japanese culture. The 
sy nerg y between these 
efforts suggests that the 
2012 edition of Nadeshicon 
will resonate strongly with 
those curious about Japanese 
culture, otakus with their 
passion for animé, and eve-
ryone in between. 

The dance troupe Komachi Montreal performs a Kabuki dance.

Pierre Nadeau, based in Montreal, is one of two non-Japanese trained in the process 
of forging a traditional Japanese sword.
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Nadeshicon blooms: local Japanese cultural festival 
grows in its 4th year

Kayo Yasuhara, presenter at Nadeshicon, leads a 
Kabuki dance in which the audience is encouraged to 
participate.
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