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W. Rourke Ltd.
Founded in 1928 and incorporated in 1946, Is proud of 

its continued service to the community 
for the past 75 years. 

(418) 687-2440

• Building • Buying • Selling • Renovating • Renting •

In conformity with sections 
286 and 287 of the Edu-
cation Act (R.S.Q. 1988), 
ch. I-13.3, public notice is 
hereby given that the au-
dited financial statements of 
the Central Québec School 
Board for the 2011-2012 
school year will be submit-
ted at the Council of Com-
missioners’ regular meeting 
of October 19, 2012 at 7:30 
p.m. at the Board Office, 
2046, chemin St-Louis, 
Québec, Québec, G1T 1P4

Given in Québec on 
October 3, 2012

Cathleen Scott
Secretary General

be our guest on the beautiful island of 

Usedom in the Baltic Sea. Our beautiful 

accommodations and top-notch service will 

allow you to leave the day-to-day stress behind 

and indulge in some of our world’s most 

breathtaking views any time of the year! For 

more information, contact us at 

kontakt@ferienhof-Schulz.info

be our guest on the beautiful island of 

PAGE 2 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2012   C HRONICLE - TELEGRAPH      

W. Rourke Ltd.
Founded in 1928 and incorporated in 1946, Is proud of 

its continued service to the community 
for the past 75 years. 

(418) 687-2440

• Building • Buying • Selling • Renovating • Renting •

Tel:   (418) 647-5987
Fax:  (418) 647-1775
         1-800-680-3124
arthur.aron@nbpcd.com

Arthur Aron MBA
Senior Investment Advisor

I N S P I R I N G  F A S H I O N  I N  Q U E B E C

S I N C E  1 8 4 0

Jennifer D. Egan, B.A.A.
Chartered Real Estate Broker

Contact us

(418) 683-4403
Visit www.egan.qc.ca

40 years of experience!
Makes all the difference

EGAN
 Real Estate Agency

MARIE WHITE

On September 5, 2012, 
Grand Chief Konrad 
Siouï, of the Huron-

Wendat nation, celebrated 
three events of great cultural 
and historic significance, 
not just for his nation but 
also for the country. As QCT 
readers will remember, the 
Huron-Wendats settled per-
manently in the village near 
Quebec City in 1697, or 315 
years ago.

The Grand Chief chose 
to honour a great man of 
his nation, François Vincent 
Kiowarini (1944-2009), Kio-
warini’s ancestor Grand Chief 
Nicolas Vincent (1771-1844) 
a nd the T rait é  huro n-
britannque or British-Huron 
Treaty of which Kiowarini 
had unearthed the original 
document and brought it to 
the Supreme Court of Canada 
in a case that would make 
Canadian history. Henceforth, 
the Huron-Wendat nation will 
celebrate every September 5 
as Treaty Day in its honour.

The Council of the Huron-
Wendat Nation and the 
Vincent family, along with 
newly-elected Gérard Deltell 
of the Coalition Avenir 
Québec, and members of the 
community, remembered 
the remarkable character 
and significant life work of 
François Vincent, who had 
chosen the name Kiowarini, 
meaning “one who sings the 
soul of his nation.” 

“It is with sincere joy that 
I am here to commemo-
rate and honour François 
Vincent Kiowarini, whose 
name will forever be in-
scribed in our history,” said 
Grand Chief Konrad Siouï 
who highlighted François’ 
intelligence, wisdom and 
insightfulness. An av id 
historian and researcher, 
Kiowarini discovered the 
authentic British-Huron 
Treaty document which was 
first called the Murray Treaty 
after the British General 

James Murray who had signed 
it. Kiowarini brought it to 
court for the Siouï case and, 
as a consequence, the docu-
ment was declared a legal 
treaty by the Supreme Court 
of Canada on May 24, 1990. 

“From the depths of my 
heart, and in all of our names,” 
said Grand Chief Konrad 
Siouï, “I would like to tell the 
Vincent family just how much 
François Vincent Kiowarini’s 
name, his heritage, his heart 
and his legacy to the nation 
mean to us all.” 

Grand Chief Konrad Siouï 
then explained more about 
the importance of the treaty. 

“The British-Huron Treaty 
happened right after the war 
with Britain, so it was very 
important that the Huron-
Wendats make a treaty that 
would neutralize the Franco 
agreement. We needed an 
alliance. So our ancestors 
travelled to Longueil with 
wampum to represent the 
seven fires or nations and 
General James Murray signed 
it on September 5, 1760.” 

“Grand Chief Nicolas 
Vincent, a great warrior, 
always defended the treaty 

which did not include any ex-
tinction of our rights,” added 
Siouï. It was also Grand Chief 
Nicolas Vincent who led a 
distinguished contingent 
to cross the ocean in 1825 
and meet King George IV at 
Windsor Castle to discuss 
land claims in Sillery. Thanks 
to François Vincent, Nicolas 
Vincent was declared a 
person of national historic 
significance by Heritage 
Canada in July 2001.

An artist and historian, 
Kiowarni devoted his life 
to honouring his ancestors 
and uncovering the history 
of his proud nation at a time 
when little had yet been said 
about history from the native 
angle. When he sang, he sang 
in Huron-Wendat as much as 
he could since his nation’s 
ancestral language had been 
replaced by French and very 
few people knew any words. 
Today, the Yawenda project is 
underway in partnership with 
Laval University to revive the 
language. 

In his wisdom, Kiowarini, 
along with his artist brother 
Claude, made recordings to 
preserve the sound and songs 
of their people. In his later 
years, Kiowarini made great 
efforts, even while gravely 
ill, to record his work for the 
benefit of future generations. 
One of his most signi f i-
cant compositions was “La 
Huronne” which has become 
the nation’s anthem. 

To  honou r  F r a nçoi s 
Vincent K iowarini ,  the 
Council of the Huron-Wendat 
Nation has named the main 
exhibit room in the Musée 
Huron-Wendat in his name 

with a plaque that expresses 
his nation’s gratitude and ac-
knowledgement for his work 
in preserving, honouring and 
advancing Huron-Wendat 
history.

“Kwé a nd tha n k you , 
François,” began the CAQ’s 
Gérard Deltell. “I am so 
pleased to be here and I re-
member Kiowarini. I grew up 
right near here and I watched 
him on TV all the time. I 
remember him singing that 
he was the ‘Huron Vagabond 
du village Huron.’ And when 
I was in my first year as a 
journalist, I worked with him 
to write about the Treaty that 
is now 252 years old! So it is 
a great honour and a great 
pleasure to be here at this 
important celebration.” 

Deltell also pointed out 
how François had inspired 
his nation to be proud of 
its culture, to honour it and 
to know about its history. 

“François also helped all 
Quebecers to better ap-
preciate and understand 
the culture.” A cultural 
ambassador in his own right, 
François was invited to sing 
and speak at many cultural 
and historical gatherings 
such as the Great Peace cel-
ebrations in Montreal in 2001. 
He appeared in TV shows and 
in movies. His last, Folle de 
Dieu, was produced by Jean-
Daniel Lafond in 2009 as a 
tribute documentary about 
Marie de l’Incarnation.

“Thank you Grand Chief on 
behalf of the Vincent family 
for honouring my brother who 
was bigger than life,” said 
Claude. “François descended 
from a long line of illustrious 

ancestors who influenced Ca-
nadian history, including the 
Grand Chief Nicolas Vincent 
Tsawenhohi. Tonight, two 
plaques will be unveiled: one 
to Nicolas Vincent and one to 
my brother. Nicolas Vincent’s 
plaque, which François had 
worked on, will be placed 
in the Tsawenhohi House 
where Nicolas once lived.” 
François was also responsible 
for promoting the project to 

excavate and renovate the 
Tsawenhohi House. 

Later in the evening 
during the Gala Celebrations, 
the Vincent family accepted 
a plaque from the Council of 
the Huron-Wendat nation as a 
precious tribute to Kiowarini, 
a remarkable man whose 
legacy and name will now go 
down officially in history.

Huron-Wendat heritage: Grand Chief Konrad Siouï 
honours Kiowarini

The great and noble Huron-Wendat artist and 
historian François Vincent Kiowarini was honoured 
on September 5 by Grand Chief Konrad Siouï at the 
Musée Huron-Wendat in the Hôtel-Musée des Premières 
nations in Wendake.

Grand Chief Konrad Siouï hands a prestigious plaque from the Council of the 
Huron-Wendat nation to honour Kiowarini, to Francine ( François’ sister). Beside 
her, stands Claude (brother), Christiane (sister), Charles-Philippe(nephew), Floriant 
(brother), Jean (cousin) and Monique Maheux (spouse). 

At the celebrations of the Great Peace in Montreal in 2001, 
François Vincent Kiowarini held the original wampum of 
his famous ancestor Grand Chief Nicolas Vincent. 
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Marie White

In  a  r e v e a l i n g  n e w 
biography Max Gros-Louis, 
Le Corbeau de Wendake 

by Alain Bouchard, a retired 
Le Soleil journalist for 40 
years, Gros-Louis’ life  and 
community are opened up to 
the public. 

Max Gros-Louis and author 
Alain Bouchard agreed to 
meet the QCT at the Tradi-
tionnel Bagel Maguire Café. 
Max, 81, is instantly recogniz-
able as he arrives wearing his 
favourite black-feathered hat, 
a traditional embroidered 
duffel vest, and his trademark 
turtle regalia. He smiles at 
the waitress who immediately 
comes over. When asked if 
she knows who the man is, 
she looks me square in the 
eyes, smiles and says, “Of 
course!” 

A bagel break fast i s 
promptly delivered and we 
settle into an interview, one 
of several that this journalist 
has done with Max Gros-Louis 
over the years, starting with 
the QCT ’s exclusive cover-
age of the 2001 Indigenous 
Peoples’ Summit of the 

Americas held in Ottawa 
just prior to the Summit of 
the Americas. When shown 
pictures from that QCT story, 
Max looks them over carefully, 
remembering, and asks for 
copies of the paper. He is 
happy to walk down memory 
lane with me. “We go back 
a long way,” he tells Alain 
Bouchard, pleased to claim 
his connection with this local 
newspaper that carries other 
special memories for him. 

Bouchard’s biography also 
brings out one such memory. 
I ask Max to expand on it. 

“Frank Chevalier from the 
Quebec Chronicle-Telegraph 
was the very first reporter 
ever to interview me,” Max 
fondly points out. “Frank 
came to my house in the 
village when I was just start-
ing out and asked to interview 
me.” That would have been in 
the 1960s and Max had never 
before been seen as a subject 
to be covered in the media, a 
turning point he has never 
forgotten. He has been in the 
eye of reporters and cameras 
ever since. They followed him 
on his election campaigns, 
land claims, travels abroad, 
33 years in politics, and his 
meetings with famous per-
sonalities. He was regularly 
seen on Hockey Night in 
Canada as the Huron-Wendat 
chief who played his tam-tam 

at all the Nordiques’ home 
games, proudly dressed in 
traditional regalia. As the 
founder of the Super Nor-
diques Fan Club, Max hopes 
that the team will return 
to Quebec. The memorable 
leader invariably impacts 
those he encounters, as he 
did with Frank Chevalier.

M a x  d e v e l o p e d  a 
strong friendship with the 
Anglophone reporter who 
spoke just a tad of French, 
despite his family name. 

“Frank liked to call himself 
Sitting Bull and was a real 
Indian at heart. We became 
solid friends and whenever 
he came to Quebec City, he 
stayed at my home or at my 
daughter’s,” adds the man 
who is also called the Crow 
and Oné-Onti (“the good 
paddler”). Appreciated and 
respected by Max and his 
community, Chevalier was 
made an honorary member of 
the Huron-Wendat nation. 

When Frank moved to 
Arizona, he kept in touch with 
his loyal friend. “He sent me 
copies of the constitutions of 
seven or eight tribes in his 
area so that I could learn 
from them when making ours 
here. I still have them in my 
home today.” He pauses a 
minute, collects his thoughts 
and continues. “Frank passed 
away a few years ago and 

his family sent me a parcel 
which included his ashes. So, 
we made a special ceremony 
and dispersed them in the 
Kabir Kouba Falls.” A great 
honour. 

When informed that the 
QCT will be celebrating its 
250th on-going year in print 
in 2014, Max immediately 
offered to collaborate. “I 
would be happy to participate 
in any way I can to mark your 
historic milestone.” 

Author Alain Bouchard 
“wanted to capture Max as a 
real human being, not just 
as a Grand Chief, but as a 
real man with strengths 
and weaknesses.” The first 
4,000 copies of the book are 
selling quickly and Bouchard 
predicts that a second revised 
edition will soon follow. 

Max Gros-Louis will be 
signing copies at the Bouquin-
erie de Cartier on October 13 
from 1 to 3 pm. His public 

appearances are rare but 
he is active these days since 
his son, Kino, his former sub-
chief Luc Lainé, and linguist 
Michel A. Gros-Louis are 
running against the current 
Grand Chief Konrad Siouï 
for the highest seat in the 
Council of the Huron-Wendat 
nation this October 26. 

Max Gros-Louis and the QCT

Former Grand Chief of the Huron-Wendat nation for over thirty years, Max Gros-Louis 
recalls his connections to the QCT with writer Marie White and discusses his new 
biography by former Le Soleil journalist, Alain Bouchard.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 M
ic

ha
el

 B
ilo

de
au

Bethann g. Merkle

On September 21, historian 
Sheryl Wright Mercer, a 
Quebec City native, 

presented a witty narrative 
about misbehaving monarchs 
to a comfortable crowd at the 
Morrin Centre. Mercer opened 
by saying, “There have been so 
many monarchs and so much 
mayhem that we can only 
examine a small portion.”

During the nearly hour-
long talk, she related tales of 
revelry, ridiculousness, cruelty, 
madness and absurdity. Span-

ning the globe, and touching 
down in a multitude of eras, 
Mercer’s treatment of royal 
misadventures was equally 
comic and educational.  

She noted that Pepi II 
ruled Egypt for 94 years, the 
longest-reigning monarch ever 
recorded. One of his much later 
successors, Aken Aten, was 
the heretical pharaoh who 
attempted to disband ancient 
Egyptian polytheism. Because 
of this effort to establish what 
is the first recorded evidence 
of monotheism, Mercer pointed 
out that Aken Aten is thought 
by some to be Moses.  

Most of the audience was 
likely familiar with the infa-
mous womanizer, King Henry 
VIII of England, but may not 
have known that his final 
wife (the 6th queen) was also 
the most married queen of 
England. King Henry VIII was, 
in fact, only the third of four 
husbands for Queen Catherine 
(née Parr). His predecessor, 
King Henry I, fathered more 
than 20 illegitimate children, 
and was likely guilty of frat-
ricide. On equally dubious 
footing were many others who 
spanned continents and eras 

with their interest in arrang-
ing the poisoning, maiming, 
beheading, torturing and 
disappearance of their rivals 
(real and perceived).  

The highlights of Mercer’s 
talk, however, were less-well-
known but equally noteworthy 
characters who boast less-
than-noble legacies. Caligula, 
a late Roman emperor, went 
mad to the point that he ap-
pointed his favorite horse as a 
priest, and had plans to make 
him a full Roman citizen. He 
is also said to be responsible 
for the murder of Cleopatra’s 
grandson, Ptolemy.

Equally mad in his old age, 
King George III of the United 
Kingdom reportedly once 
spoke for 58 hours non-stop. 
One can only imagine what 
he must have had on his mind 
after being blamed for the loss 
of the American colonies, the 
conflicts of the Seven Years’ 
War, and the drawn-out efforts 
to quell Emperor Napoleon.

On the other side of the 
ocean, another emperor gained 
local notoriety, and in so doing, 
might be one of the more in-
teresting ‘non-royal nobodies.’  
Emperor Norton I of the United 

States and Protector of Mexico 
was born in England as Joshua 
Abraham Norton. Raised in 
South Africa, Joshua Abraham 
Norton eventually immigrated 
to San Francisco, California in 
1849. After experiencing great 
success, subsequent financial 
failure is thought to have 
affected his mental stability. 
In September, 1859, he took 
it upon himself to reform the 
country’s political and legal 
systems by declaring himself 
emperor. For 21 years, he 
issued edicts which included 
abolishing the U.S. Congress, 
dissolving the republic, and 
the eradication of the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties. 
Of humorous interest to the 
inhabitants of San Francisco, 
Emperor Norton was indulged 

- a currency issued in his 
name was accepted by local 
establishments, he patrolled 
the streets resplendent in a 
uniform provided by the local 
U.S. Army post, and although 
now penniless, he ate and 
recreated for free at the finest 
restaurants and theaters in 
the city. His 1880 funeral was 
said to have been attended by 
30,000 people, and his legacy 

lives on. Some of his visions 
for the city’s improvement 
included bridges and tunnels 
connecting parts of the city, 
and these dreams were real-
ized posthumously with the 
completion of the Oakland 
Bay bridge (1936) and a tunnel, 
which was completed in 1969.

Mercer wound down with 
mention of modern royals. She 
touched on contemporary but 
nearly unknown scandals asso-
ciated with King Juan Carlos of 
Spain and the myriad tabloid-
worthy escapades of Monaco’s 
heirs and heiresses. Her final 
comments were reserved for 
the House of Windsor. Follow-
ing a cursory nod to Edward 
VIII’s abdication and the saga 
of Prince Charles, Princess 
Diana and their sons, Mercer 
concluded with a heartwarm-
ing photograph of Queen 
Elizabeth II giggling with her 
husband. The moral of Mercer’s 
story? In her own words, “We 
should all count our blessings 
that we are not part of any 
royal family.” 

Monarchs and Mayhem at the Morrin Centre


