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Marie White

“After all the hard work, this team 
is ready to compete,” said 2012 
Canadian Olympic Committee 

Assistant Chef de Mission Sylvie 
Bernier, who is from Quebec City. 

“I want Canadians at home to cheer 
so loud that our athletes can hear 
them here in London.”

The 277 athletes, 93 coaches 
and 137 members of the support 
staff now embark two weeks of 
competition on sport’s grandest 
stage. “Our athletes have spent 
years preparing for this and the 
moment has finally arrived,” said 
2012 Canadian Olympic Team 
Chef de Mission Mark Tewksbury. 

“They’ve given their everything 
to represent their country at the 
Olympic Games. They are truly 
heroes.”

"I am really, really thrilled to 

be here and for the experience," 
said François Coulombe-Fortier, 
a taekwondo athlete from Quebec 
City right after the Opening Cer-
emonies on July 27. "It’s incredible, 
it’s gorgeous, it’s fun!" added 
Marie Pier Beaudet, a three-time 
Olympian in archery, who is from 
Lévis.

A press release from the Cana-
dian Olympic Committee  (COC) is 
encouraging all of us to cheer on 
the athletes at home and on social 
media. London 2012 has been 
termed, according to the Commit-
tee, “the most social Games ever.” 
the Canadian Olympic Committee 
has just launched its first ever 

“Canada Cheers” app as part of its 
Give Your Everything campaign. 

“The app on iPhone and Android 
platforms, gives Canadians more 
opportunities to support our ath-
letes no matter where they live,” 

states the press release. “The app 
will send Team Canada-related 
notifications to our nation's fans 
so they can share their support for 
the team by tweeting, posting and 
sharing. What makes it unique is 
that when a major event happens 
at the Olympics, the COC can send 
a tweet (or cheer) and that tweet 
gets pushed to everyone’s app. 
Then each user can simply re-tweet 
the cheer to cause the hash tags 
(#giveyoureverythingcanada) to 
trend and make Canadians feel 
part of something bigger. The app 
also features exclusive wallpaper 
downloads, Canadian Olympic-
specific hash tag tracking, and 
access to Canadian Olympic Team/
athlete's social media posts all in 
one digital hub.”

Go Canada Go !

Cheer for our Olympic athletes!

Two-time triathlon medalist Simon Whitfield bears the flag for Team Canada during 
the Opening Ceremonies of the 2012 London Olympics, on July 27.

The Canadian Olympic Team marches into the Olympic Stadium as part of the Parade 
of Nations during the Opening Ceremony. 
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BethaNN g. Merkle

Responsible business practices 
are more than a buzzword for 
GDG Informatique et Gestion, 

Incorporated, a company founded 
in 1997 by Gaétan Duchesne. In 
2007, to mark the company’s 10th 
anniversary, he pledged 10% of all 
profits would be directed to social 
and environmental philanthropy. 
Formalizing this commitment, the 
Fondation GDG was established in 
2009 with a mission to “generate 
dividends of generosity.”  

Recently, the foundation em-
barked on an ambitious-yet-simple 
project to address local environ-
mental and social welfare issues 
simultaneously. Called Mission 
jardins urbains, the project 
provides resources and support 
for community organizations in 
Quebec City to start rooftop or 
ground-level gardens.  

In a July interview with the 
QCT, Jean Beauchemin, communi-
cations manager for GDG and the 
foundation, explained, “We strongly 
believe in social responsibility en-
terprises, and feel a duty to support 
our community and participate in 
the welfare of it.” Through Mission 
jardins urbains, the foundation 
has found what Beauchemin 
describes as, “a platform to really 
do things, not just talk about what 
should be done. We want to create 
things, not just give money, and so 
we create projects that encourage 
people to participate, too.”  

It all started four years ago 
when the foundation helped 
finance Les Urbainculteurs’ first 
garden project - the rooftop garden 
on the Maison de Lauberivière. 
Beauchemin recalled, “We provided 
$65,000 over three years, and coor-
dinated a fundraising campaign 
in addition to the direct funding.” 

He enthused, “It is a great concept 
ecologically. Rooftop gardens, 
and gardens in general, can help 
counter heat island problems af-
fecting Quebec City. There is also 
the aspect of local and sustainable 
agriculture, as all of the produce 
goes to Lauberivière.” According to 
the Lauberivière website, in 2010, 
this garden produced nearly two 
tons of vegetables, and continues to 
be equally fruitful thanks to efforts 
by staff and volunteers coordinated 
by Les Urbainculteurs. This 
organization has since expanded 
and now provides urban gardening 
workshops and resources from their 
base at Lauberivière for citizens 
throughout the city.

Following this success, Fonda-
tion GDG decided to continue with 
the garden theme. Established in 
2011, Mission jardins urbains 
is a collaboration between the 
foundation and la Fondation 
communautaire du grand Québec, 
which is responsible for managing 
philanthropic investments for many 
local businesses and individuals. 
It is an ideal match, because both 
foundations were “looking to do 
more than just give money, and 
Fondation grand Québec had 
funds specifically allocated by an 
investor for use in an environmen-
tal project.”

In 2011, Le Pignon Bleu, located 
on Saint-Vallier Ouest, was the pilot 
location for the newly formalized 
initiative, and in 2012, La Butineuse 
was chosen to receive support. The 
concept is fairly straightforward, 
according to Beauchemin. He 
outlined the criteria required of 
applicants interested in the two 
years of financial support and ex-
pertise offered by Mission jardins 
urbains.  Successful applicants 
are “community or charity organi-
zations. The garden must be fully 

integrated into the organization’s 
programs, the produce must be 
used by the organization, and they 
must be passionate about keeping it 
going after our two years of start-up 
support.  Structural soundness 
of the building and access to the 
roof or other garden site must be 
assured, and the viability of the 
garden (adequate sun, protection 
from traffic, etc.) is also consid-
ered. Ideally, they will be located 
downtown, to address heat island 
concerns.”  Beauchemin mentioned 
that Le Pignon Bleu’s director and 
neighbors have noted their garden 
has had a positive effect in moder-
ating temperatures nearby.

An unexpected outcome is 
the impact the projects have had 
on families involved with these 
organizations. “We didn’t start this 
for kids,” said Beauchemin, “but it 
has been really great to see what 
this means for families in Vanier 
and Saint-Sauveur. You can see the 
sparkle - it’s really something to see 
how the kids and families engage in 
these gardens.” In addition, urban 
gardening “is kind of trendy right 
now.  Every time we talk about 
these projects, the media is there. 
It’s good for us, but that is not why 
we started doing it. Ultimately, it 
really helps these projects. When 
people are talking about it, it is 
good for everybody.”

Beauchemin anticipates, “We’ll 
keep doing this until it appears the 
need here has been met. We don’t 
have an A-to-B plan.  We just go out 
into the community and see what 
is needed.” For the foreseeable 
future, the “goal is to create one 
new garden per year. The applica-
tion deadline for the 2013 growing 
season is October 15, 2012.” He con-
cluded, “Fondation GDG works here 
in Quebec City, but our mindset 
is, if someone wants to copy this 

project, excellent! The concept is 
not proprietary, and it is so simple. 
It is fun to give money and see that 
it really helps our community.”

To volunteer, apply for support, 
or for more information, visit www.
missionjardinsurbains.org.  For 
more information about these 

community foundations, visit www.
fondationgdg.org and http://www.
fcommunautaire.com.

Local foundations cultivate community through Mission jardins urbains

Front: Mathieu Bernier (Directeur général - La Butineuse), Nataly Rae (Directrice 
générale - FCGQ), and children who participate in La Butineuse programs; Back: Linda 
Tremblay and Jean Beauchemin (FGDG)

Front: Nataly Rae (FCGQ), Gisèle Vézina, Carine and Sara (Le Pignon Bleu). Back: Linda 
Tremblay and Jean Beauchemin (FGDG), and Richard Foy (Le Pignon Bleu)


