
PAGE 4 WEDNESDAY, MAY 9, 2012   C HRONICLE - TELEGRAPH      

Hearing-impaired (TTY): 1-800-361-8071. A fee of up to $20 (CAD) per direction is charged for the second checked bag. 

CANADA
The most daily fl ights 
from coast to coast.

Book at aircanada.com, 
call us at 1-888-247-2262 
or contact your travel agent.

By BethaNN G. merkle

There are many reasons for 
citizens of Quebec City 
to hit the streets these 

days. On Saturday, May 5, a 
multilingual group of nearly 
50 people demonstrated a 
particularly good reason — 
building community through 
the act of walking in one’s city. 
These citizens participated in 
the first Jane’s Walk in Quebec 
City, the stated objective 
of which is to “knit people 
together into a strong and 
resourceful community, instill-
ing belonging and encouraging 
civic leadership.”

According to the founders 
of the Jane’s Walk movement, 
this annual event “honours 
the legacy and ideas of urban 
activist and writer Jane Jacobs,” 
a woman who advocated for 
incorporating local residents, 
specifically pedestrians, into 
urban planning methods. 

Jacobs lived and worked in New 
York City, and later Toronto, 
and had a significant impact 
on urban planning philosophies 
from the 1960s until her death 
in 2006.  

In 2007, a group of Jacobs’ 
friends organized the first 
Jane’s Walk in Toronto as a 
way to honour her legacy. The 
premise is simple — “Free 
walking tours held on the first 
weekend of May each year 
are led by locals who want to 
create a space for residents 
to talk about what matters to 
them in the places they live 
and work.”  Since that first 
tour, the concept has expanded, 
taking place in 75 cities in 15 
countries and involving 511 
neighbourhood tours in 2011 
alone.

Here in Quebec City, the 
first annual Marche de Jane 
was organized by Paul Murphy, 
a geography student from 
Calgary, Alberta, with the 
support of Accès Transports 

Viables, a local sustainable 
transportation nonprof it 
organization, and a cohort of 
others. The walk route took 
participants on a stroll through 
history. On the steps of Place 
D’Youville, Dr. Réjean Lemoine 
and Louis Bernier-Héroux set 
the tone for a unique perspec-
tive on Quebec City’s history 

— considering la capitale-
nationale through the lens of 
urban development and the 
evolution of local transporta-
tion methods.  

At a stop on Les Grandes Es-
caliers, Dr. Lemoine described 
the contrast between the 
historic trodding of countless 
feet up and down those stairs 
during daily treks to and from 
work and the literal “severing 
of neighborhood connectivity 
that resulted from the build-
ing of the autoroutes and the 
associated demolition required 
to build them.”

In the heart of Limoilou, 
discussion centered on the 

previously polluted state of the 
St. Charles River, the former in-
dustrial character of Limoilou, 
and more recent revitalization 
efforts which have taken place 
in Limoilou and St. Roch. The 
insight of the guides melded 
with questions, suggestions, 
and shared frustrations of 
participants, resulting in a 
highly engaged conversation 
about how to enhance the 

‘walkability’ of neighborhoods 
outside the ‘Haute Ville.’

During the walk, Paul 
Murphy emphasized to the 
QCT that the significance 
of Jane’s Walk hinges on the 
reality that “so much of the 
big environmental questions 
are based on how we live in 
our cities.” Catherine Boisclair, 
president of Accès Transports 
Viables added, “this walk today 
is very interesting, because we 
are talking about how it was 
before cars. [...]  When you’re 
always in your car, you think in 

a certain way. When you walk 
or bike, you see things from a 
different point of view. Accès 
Transports works to promote 
active public transport and 
to defend the rights of transit 
users in a way that results in all 
modes having an equal place on 
our streets.”  

Murphy continued, “We 
have made cities where we 
never meet,” to which Boisclair 
added, “that can be danger-
ous, because we ignore each 
other.” She then noted the high 
number of English-speaking 
participants, and remarked, 

“this is the first time we’ve 
had a big turnout from the 
anglophones. It would be great 
if the Jane’s Walk brings people 
together in this way, too.”  

The walk concluded at the 
Cartier-Brébeuf historic site, 
in Parc de l’Anse-à-Cartier. 
This year’s route emphasized 
both the most walkable neigh-
borhoods in the city, and the 

significant layers of history 
represented by the stops on 
the tour. Ultimately, the walk 
is about this combination of 
people living in a place, over 
time, changing the place for 
the better. Catherine Boisclair 
concluded, “you can make an 
impact in your community. The 
Jane’s Walk is a great example 
of the saying, ‘Think Globally. 
Act Locally.’ ”

To that end, Accès Trans-
ports Viables  intends to 
continue the Jane’s Walk 
next year, and likely will 
offer multiple tours in various 
neighborhoods throughout 
the city. They invite residents 
to participate in organizing 
next year’s activities, and in 
the meantime, to participate 
in other urban planning and 
transportation projects as they 
occur. For more information, 
visit www.transportsviables.
org or www.jembarque.org.

Jane’s Walk hits the streets of Quebec City

Jane’s Walk participants fill a Côte d’Abraham intersection during a “walkability”-focused 
tour of several Quebec City neighbourhoods.
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St. Brigid’s Guild Spring Sale
By marie White

L a u r i e  B o b a c k ,  A m y 
B i l od ea u  a nd M e ga n 
Gregory are loyal volunteers 
at the St. Brigid’s Sale.  Prior 
to the sale they happily 
prepared the tables laden 
with clothing for the crowd 
of eager people counting 
down until the doors open 
at 8:30 a.m. A prayer is 
said to bless the event just 
before opening times so 
everyone has a wonderful 
day.

A long line formed in the parking lot before the doors opened. Some eager shoppers 
even slept outside the Église Saint-Charles-Garnier in order to get the best buys at the 
great St. Brigid’s Spring Sale on May 6.


