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“Literacy is a fundamen-
tal human right.” This 
statement is included in 

literacy support materials 
published by many literacy 
resource centers in Quebec, 
as well as by organizations 
and governments around 
the world. The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
recognized basic education 
as a human right in 1948, and 
literacy is an essential aspect 
of education.  

International Literacy Day, 
established in 1965, is a way 
of raising awareness about 
the approximately 793 million 
adults (nearly two-thirds 
of whom are women) who 
currently lack basic literacy 
skills. According to UNESCO, 
this statistic means that “one 
in six adults are not liter-
ate,” and the International 
Reading Association states 
that “between 94 and 115 
million children lack access 
to education.”

In  re spon se  t o  th i s 

overwhelming global need, 
UNESCO advocates actively 
for international efforts to 
improve literacy standards. 
In 2003, International Lit-
eracy Day became associated 
with the United Nations 
Literacy Decade (UNLD), 
which operates under the 
slogan “Literacy as Freedom,” 
and “recognizes literacy as 
a human right to be actively 
promoted and defended.” 
UNESCO coordinates the 
UNLD at the request of the 
United Nations General 
Assembly, along with its 
Literacy Initiative for Em-
powerment (LIFE). In the 
final year of this decade, 
2012 International Literacy 
Day activities hold a special 
significance.

When UNESCO proclaimed 
September 8 as International 
Literacy Day, it reserved it as 
an annual day for marking 

“the importance of literacy 
to individuals, communities, 
and societies.” For nearly 50 
years, the event has raised 
global awareness of various 

aspects of literacy, with 
yearly themes such as “Liter-
acy and Health” in 2007-2008, 

“Literacy and Empowerment” 
in 2009-2010, and this year’s 
theme of “Literacy and Peace.” 
The 2012 theme was chosen 
because, “Literacy contrib-
utes to peace as it brings 
people closer to attaining in-
dividual freedoms and better 
understanding the world [...] 
The connection between lit-
eracy and peace can be seen 
by the fact that in unstable 
democracies or in conflict-
affected countries it is harder 
to establish or sustain a liter-
ate environment.”

In a global society where 
progress and development 
are often measured in terms 
of new technolog y and 
ever-taller buildings, and 
conflict is increasingly part of 
every-day life, the oppressive 
challenge of improving lit-
eracy conditions around the 
world cannot be dismissed. 
Interestingly, writer Meg 
Ostrum recently pointed out 
a fundamental difference in 

how some cultures perceive 
progress, one which has 
deep implications for literacy 
issues. Ostrum wrote, “There 
is a fundamental difference 
in the notion of civilization. 
Whereas our Western concept 
derives from the Latin civitas 
and is associated with the 
development of urban settle-
ments and public institutions, 
the Chinese equivalent word 
wen hua connotes literacy – 
literally, ‘the transforming 
influence of writing.’ ”

In keeping with this 
Chinese perspective, UNESCO 
plainly states, “Literacy is at 
the heart of basic education 
for all, and essential for 
eradicating poverty, reduc-
ing child mortality, curbing 
population growth, achieving 
gender equality and ensuring 
sustainable development, 
peace and democracy.”

Closer to home, the prob-
lems are also significant. 
Cathy Nolan, Quebec City 
Reading Council executive 
director, clarified the local 
context. “Most people don’t 

realize that 49% of our 
community has some level 
of reading difficulty. These 
statistics are not confined 
to Quebec; they are a reflec-
tion of the picture across 
the country. Understanding 
instructions, basic math and 
filling out forms can be an 
enormous challenge. This is 
true in everyday life, when 
things are going well. So, 
we could ask ourselves, how 
much stress and strain do 
these challenges cause them 
when things are not going so 
well, or when a difficult situ-
ation arises?”  

Here in Quebec City, QCRC 
is the local resource for liter-
acy support. On September 8, 
QCRC will be participating in 
the Voice of English-speaking 
Quebec’s annual Fall Fest, 
to be held at Quebec High 
School (945 ave Belvédère, 
on the corner of boulevard 
Réné-Lévesque). This col-
laboration wi l l prov ide 
convenient access to QCRC’s 
staff, allowing community 
members to learn more 

about available resources. 
Reading tips for new parents, 
an autumn calendar for the 
Lifelong Learning Program, 
and volunteer orientation in-
formation will be provided. As 
something new this year, visi-
tors to the QCRC booth will 
be able to experience interac-
tive activities that highlight 
how challenging life can be 
when limited literacy skills 
complicate ordinary tasks 
such as reading a recipe or 
filling out a medical form.

If you know of an indi-
vidual who might benefit 
from literacy support such as 
group classes or one-on-one 
tutoring, QCRC encourages 
you to come to Fall Fest and 
chat with them about the 
programs they will offer this 
autumn. If you would like to 
contribute to the local solu-
tion, you are also encouraged 
to contact QCRC about volun-
teer opportunities. For more 
information, visit www.qcrc.
org or call 418-681-1258. All 
communication and inquiries 
are fully confidential.

International Literacy Day has local significance

Sheep at the Maurice Dufour farm are milked twice a day 
in this modern milking barn.

One sailor to another. Charles-André Nadeau discusses ships with model maker 
Benoît Lavoie, who was working on a model of the famous Nova Scotia schooner, the 
Bluenose.
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and Japan. She has also 
been artistic director and 
conductor of the Toronto 
Chamber Players, the Or-
chestre Métropolitain de 
Montréal, the Orford Arts 
Centre and, since 2005, 
the Toronto Summer Music 
Academy and Festival.

W it h  her  ex t en s i ve 
knowledge and special 
focus on choral voice pro-
duction, Agnès Grossmann 
has led prestigious choirs 
and brought them all to new 
heights. These include the 
Vienna Singakademie, the 
Vienna Choir Boys, with 
whom she toured North 
America for their 500th 
Anniversary in 1998, Pro 
Coro Canada, the Kyoto and 
Osaka Gewandhaus Choirs, 
and since 2006, the Taiwan 

National Choir. She also 
founded both the Orchestre 
Métropolitain Choir and 
Ensemble Montréal.

The students of the work-
shop were delighted not only 
to have Madame Grossman 
help us learn these chal-
lenging pieces of music, 
but also to have three vocal 
culture classes with interna-
tionally renowned soprano 
Aline Kutan. On Saturday 
evening Kutan performed 
excerpts from Handel’s 
operas Alcina and Giulio 
Cesare in concert with Les 
Violons du Roy.

When not in voice class 
or group rehearsal, academy 
students may practise in 
one of the many studios 
or practice huts on the 
extensive property of the 
Domaine, or go for a stroll 
on the kilometre-long beach 

of Saint-Irénée. Just over 
the hill (there is always a 
hill to climb in Charlevoix) 
from Les Éboulements and 
Baie-Saint-Paul to the west 
and La Malbaie to the east, 
there are many breathtak-
ing views to enjoy and art 
galleries to visit.

The Domaine Forget 
originally consisted of three 
separate estates owned 
by eminent Canadians at 
the turn of the twentieth 
century. Les Sablons be-
longed to Joseph Lavergne 

— a judge, and colleague of 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Hau-
terive was the property of 
Adolphe-Basile Routhier 

— a judge and the lyricist 
of the French version of “O 
Canada.” Gil'Mont, which 
forms most of the Domaine 
Forget, was the estate of Ro-
dolphe Forget — a Member 

of Parliament and investor 
and entrepreneur in the 
Charlevoix region.

In 1945 Les Petites 
Franciscaines de Marie, a 
religious order, first pur-
chased Gil'Mont to create 
the  In sti tut  Familial 
(Family Institute) and a 
year later bought the prop-
erties belonging to Judges 
Lavergne and Routhier. In 
1977 the school was con-
verted to what is now known 
as Le Domaine Forget, a 

non-prof it corporation 
with a mission to promote 
fine arts.

My musical vacation 
ended, we stopped on the 
way home in the village of 
Les Éboulements to enjoy 
the fantastic view of the 
area’s hills and valleys, 
formed some 15 million 
years ago when a meteorite 
hit Charlevoix.

W hile in Baie-Saint-
Paul, we stopped for lunch 
and met Benoît Lavoie, a 

sailor who navigated the St. 
Lawrence for more than 24 
years. He is now a builder 
of model ships and boats. 
(What's the difference? A 
boat is generally smaller: 
you can put a boat on a ship, 
but you can't put a ship on 
a boat!) Lavoie was working 
on the model of a schooner 
which I, originally from 
Nova Scotia, immediately 
recognized as the Bluenose! 
My husband, Charles-André, 
just happened to be wearing 
a T-shirt featuring a picture 
of that Canadian icon, 
purchased during a recent 
holiday in NS.

Not far from Baie-Saint-
Paul, we explored the Vallée 
du Gouffre, and discovered 
the farm where they make 
the famous Quebec cheese, 
Le Migneron de Charlevoix. 
Visitors are welcome and as 
we drove up to the build-
ings we passed by sheep 
contentedly grazing in the 
fields. First we visited the 
milking barn where some 40 
sheep at a time are lined up 
and attached to automatic 
milking machines. The farm 
has a f lock of 400 sheep 
that must be milked twice 
a day. Each ewe produces 
about l.5 litres of milk per 
day. The milk is pumped 
through hoses over to the 
cheese plant, where it is 
made into the delicious 
varieties of cheese offered 
by the Maison d’Affinage 
Maurice Dufour. Needless 
to say, we came home with 
our picnic cooler filled with 
various types of cheese 
(all costing much less than 
they would in the stores in 
Quebec City)!
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The Domaine Forget


