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By father allan Savage

As I see it, our senior 
generation is entering 
a “culture of remem-

brance” as they define their 
new place in contemporary 
society – but what is it that 
we all need to remember? 
Not only the Church but 
society as a whole needs 
to cultivate the culture of 
remembrance, and every 
nation and every genera-
tion has to do this afresh 
in its own way.

Today, picture boards 
at funerals may give us an 
insight into this. Gener-
ally they recall a life lived, 
they look backwards, often 
denying the reality of death 
as well as any subsequent 
Christian hope in eternal 
life. At least, I hear little 
of that these days. 

As I enter that genera-
tion I ask myself what do 
I remember of my cat-
echism; of the stories of 
men and women whose 
personal moral values and 
civic values were evident 
in their Christian life? Or 
better, what have I forgot-
ten about my catechism 
and the stories of these 
men and women now con-

sidered saints? 
Let’s take St. Patrick for 

instance – his feast day 
just recently passed. How 
many of us can remember 
that there was a time 
when more than green 
beer and funny green hats 
characterized the Saint 
and his life. I fear that St. 
Patrick’s memory will be 
transformed like that of St. 
Valentine and St. Nicholas. 
St. Valentine’s life, ending 
in Christian martyrdom, 
since he died for the faith, 
has become a secular ro-
mantic cultural celebration 
inspiring a lover’s holiday 

-- Valentine’s Day. As for St. 
Nicholas, we all know what 
happened there – the ubiq-
uitous Santa Claus! 

How many of us remem-
ber the debate whether 
St. Patrick was a Roman 
Catholic or not? Catholic 
yes; but being a Roman is 
questionable. In Patrick’s 
Confessio and personal 
writings he makes no 
mention of Rome nor 
the Pope – and therein 
resides the potential for 
a saint for Catholics and 
Reformed Christians. 
And this debate remains 

unresolved. Further, how 
many of us remember that 
the pagan Celtic culture 
celebrated one’s entry into 
eternal life, i.e., death, as 
more significant than entry 
into this life, or birth. Thus, 
following Celtic culture, 
the church picks up on this, 
and since St. Patrick was 
not a martyr the church 
celebrates March 17, the 
date of his death, as his 
feast day. 

And of his spiritual life, 
what do we recall of that in 
our age of secular values? 
There is no mention by 
Patrick of a revelation 
from God, no visitation 
from heavenly hosts, no 
supernatural experience 
of a transcendent pres-
ence. There is only the slow 
awakening of a conscious 
presence of Christ, as he 
attended the sheep of his 
captors. 

So, as we enter a culture 
of remembrance and define 
our place in contemporary 
society let our memories 
preserve the true Chris-
tian St. Patrick, and pass 
on to future generations 
more than green beer and 
funny hats.

A culture of remembrance
By Bethann g. merkle

If you are interested in 
eating fresh, nutritious, 
tasty, and local food, 

gardening is an engaging 
a p p r o a c h .  S u c c e s s f u l 
gardening is rooted in an 
on-going learning process, in 
which planning plays a key 
role. Right now, the chilly 
days of early spring offer local 
gardeners, novice and expert 
alike, a prime opportunity 
to plan for the 2012 growing 
season. Your vegetable 
garden, fruit patch, pots of 
culinary herbs, and your 
tastebuds will benefit from 
a few minutes of prep before 
the first seed is planted. 

To start your planning 
process, record what you 
remember of your garden 
from last season - what you 
grew and where. If you are 
starting fresh, in unfamiliar 
soil, don’t worry. Keep good 
notes this season, and keep 
them in mind when planning 
for future seasons. Next, draft 
a quick list of the things you 
would like to grow this season. 
Finally, consider where you 
will plant the various veg-
etables, fruits and herbs on 
your list.  

A particularly handy axiom 
to keep in mind during spring 
planning is “fruit-root-leaf.” 
This rotation mantra aims 
to maximize soil fertility and 

crop resilience. Growing the 
same crop in the same place 
for a number of seasons can 
deplete the soil of key mi-
cronutrients; rotating crops 
changes which nutrients are 
used from season to season. 
Additionally, seasonal rota-
tions can break up the life 
cycle of pests which require 
specific host plants.  

The rotation is based on 
the following schedule, and 
applies to each specific area 
of a garden or field: Season 
1 - Fruit-bearing plant (i.e. 
tomatoes or peppers); Season 
2 - Root-producing plant 
(i.e. potatoes or onions); 
Season 3 - Leaf-producing 
plant (i.e. lettuce or herbs). 
Clearly, most plants produce 
all three parts. The rotation 
emphasizes the part of the 
plant harvested for human 
consumption.  

Each year, it is advis-
able to rotate crops in your 
garden, based on this simple 
fruit-root-leaf sequence. If 
you like drafting or drawing 
by hand, pencil your garden 
out on paper. Or, try the 
garden diagram functions 
offered online by various 
sources such as Mother Earth 
News (www.motherearth-
news.com/garden-planner), 
smallblueprinter.com, or the 
Rodale Institute’s Organic 
Gardening magazine (www.
organicgardening.com).

Once you decide what 
you want to grow, soil and 
seeds are key decisions for 
any gardener. Next week, we 
will focus on various factors 
to consider when selecting 
seeds, and how to source 
them locally. In the third 
part of the series, we will 
take a look a local community 
gardens. These sites address 
two more elements - soil 
and space -which may be in 
short supply in your corner 
of the city.  

If you have tips or ques-
tions about preparing for the 
local garden season, please 
share them with editor@
qctonline.com, or on our Fa-
cebook page online.  Shared 
knowledge is a true perk of 
urban gardening!

Garden planning - one key 
element in a local diet

Radishes, an early spring 
crop, sprout in author’s 
Quebec City community 
garden plot
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S PIRITUAL CHRONICLES

C OMMENTARY

By Shirley nadeau

After a whisky-tasting 
event held a couple of 
years ago during the 

Celtic Festival, Ted Gunn 
contacted the QCT to point 
out that the word whisky had 
been misspelled in several 
places in the article. Scotch 
whisky is spelled without 
an “e.”  I did a little research 
myself and came up with the 
following. . . . 

According to Wikipedia . . . 
much is made of the word’s two 
spellings: whisky and whiskey. 
There are basically two schools 
of thought on the issue. One is 
that the spelling difference is 
simply a matter of local language 
convention for the spelling of a 
word, indicating that the spell-
ing will vary depending on the 
background or personal prefer-
ences of the writer [American 
vs British or Canadian spelling],  
and the other is that the spelling 
should depend on the style or 
origin of the spirit that is being 
described. 

But there is general agree-
ment that when quoting the 
proper name printed on a label, 
the spelling that is used on the 
label should not be altered. Some 
writers will refer to “whisk(e)y” 
or “whisky/whiskey” to acknowl-
edge the variation. 

The spelling whisky (plural: 
whiskies) is generally used in 
Canada, Japan, Scotland, and 
Wales, while whiskey (plural: 
whiskeys) is more common in 
Ireland and the United States. 
But the usage is not always 
consistent – for example, some 
prominent American brands, 
such as George Dickel, Maker’s 
Mark, and Old Forester (which 
are all made by different compa-
nies), use the ‘whisky’ spelling 
on their labels, and the U.S. 
legal Standards of Identity 
for Distilled Spirits document 
also uses the ‘whisky’ spelling. 

“Scotch” is the internationally 
recognized term for “Scotch 
whisky.” It is rarely used in 
Scotland, where the drink is 
called simply “whisky.”

Is it whisky or whiskey?  

SuBmitted By tom eden

Joseph Henry Hall was born 
in Staffordshire, England 
in May of 1882. When he 

was just two years old, his 
family emigrated to Canada, 
eventually settling in Brandon, 
Manitoba. Like most young boys 
in Canada at the time, Hall grew 
up playing the game of hockey, 
and by the time he was in his 
late teens he had grown into one 
of the best and toughest young 
players in Manitoba. He was the 
embodiment of the skilled and 
rugged hockey player, qualities 
that have always resonated 
with fans. 

In 1907, Joe Hall won his 
first Stanley Cup as a member 
of the Kenora Thistles, a team 
with the distinction of having 
represented the smallest com-
munity to have won the Holy 
Grail of hockey. After the series, 
Hall was off to Montreal where 
spent the next three seasons 
playing for the AAA, Shamrocks, 
and Wanderers. 

1910-1911 was the Quebec 
Hockey Club’s first season in 
the upstart National Hockey 
Association, and it was decided 
that one of the players who 
would be brought in to help 
bolster the team’s roster was 

“Bad” Joe Hall. 
The end of the 1911-1912 

season saw Quebec win their 
first of two consecutive Stanley 
Cups, with local players Joe 
Malone and Jack McDonald 
leading the scoring, Paddy 
Moran tending to the nets, and 

“Bad” Joe Hall ably patrolling 
the defence. 

Hall was a favourite with the 
Quebec Skating Club faithful. 
Fans admired the way “Phantom” 
Joe Malone could blend into a 
crowd of skaters, only to seem-
ingly appear out of nowhere and 
score goals, but they absolutely 
loved “Bad” Joe Hall, Malone’s 
on-ice bodyguard, and his 
rambunctious style of play. 

Hall is also closely tied to the 
nickname that would become 
attached to the Quebec Hockey 
Club, the Bulldogs. Hall’s pet 
canine, a bull terrier named 
Togo, the team’s mascot who 
appeared at home games and 
posed proudly in team portraits 
with the Stanley Cup, inspired 
the name. 

In the fa l l of 1917, the 
National Hockey League was 
formed and the Quebec Bulldogs 
temporarily ceased operations. 
Hall’s play ing rights were 
acquired by the Montreal Ca-
nadiens, where he would join 
former Quebec teammates Joe 
Malone and Jack McDonald, as 
well as future Hockey Hall of 
Famers Newsy Lalonde, Jack 
Laviolette, Didier Pitre, and 
Georges Vézina. 

Although the NHL’s first 
season is mostly remembered 
for the exploits of Joe Malone, 
who managed to score an 
astounding 44 goals in just 20 
games, Hall left his own mark 
on the record books, becoming 
the first NHLer to record 100 
penalty minutes in a single 
campaign. The star-laden Mon-
treal Canadiens finished first 
in the regular season, but were 
ultimately defeated by Toronto 
in the playoffs. 

The 1918-19 season was 
to prove a trying one for the 
Montreal Canadiens. Malone 
missed half the season due to 
injury, and on January 2, 1919, 
the Montreal Arena, home to 
both the Canadiens and the 
Wanderers, was destroyed by fire. 
Still, the team bounced back and 
defeated the Ottawa Senators in 
the playoffs to take the league 
championship.  

To determine the 1919 
Stanley Cup champions, the 
Canadiens travelled to Seattle, 
where they would play the 
Metropolitans, champions of 
the Pacific Coast Hockey Asso-
ciation. As the PCHA still used 
seven players, as opposed to 
the six used by the NHL, it was 
decided that the games would 
be played alternatively using 
either leagues rules. Predict-
ably, each team won the games 
that were played accordingly to 
their rules.

But the Montreal Canadiens 
would ultimately have to deal 
with an opponent far more 
daunting than the Metropolitans. 
The world was in the midst of a 
great influenza pandemic. With 
Seattle up 2-1 going into game 
4, the influenza virus began 
spreading through the Montreal 
roster. Seattle took a 3-0 lead 
into the third period. Despite 
the weakened state of the team, 
the Habs bravely fought back 
and tied it, sending the game 
into overtime. 

Joe Hall, ill and feverish, was 
unable to finish the game. In his 
absence, Hall’s old Quebec team-
mate, Jack McDonald scored 
at 15:57 of overtime, tying the 
series at two games apiece. 

The seriousness of the flu 
virus became quickly appar-
ent as Montreal players Newsy 
Lalonde, Billy Coutu, Jack 
McDonald, Louis Berlinguette, 
soon joined Joe Hall in hospital. 

It would be impossible to carry 
on with the series under these 
circumstances, despite Mon-
treal’s attempt to ice a team 
using replacement players, and 
it was decided to cancel the 1919 
Stanley Cup outright. 

Just days later, on April 

5, 1919, the hockey world was 
rocked by the news that Joe Hall, 
a tower of strength on hockey 
rinks for years, had died of 
pneumonia at the age of 36. 

Joe Hall was posthumously 
inducted into the Hockey Hall 
of Fame in 1961.

The 1912 Quebec Hockey Club. Joe Hall (third from right) 
is seated directly behind the Stanley Cup, holding mascot 
Togo’s leash in his hands. Scoring star Joe Malone is seated 
in the centre.

“Bad” Joe Hall, the Quebec City bulldog man
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