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Letter to the Copy Editor 
re Cultural Interlude

Dear Shirley,
Thank you for the lovely 

article [about the Cultural 
Interlude at the Domaine 
Cataraqui]. You certainly cap-
tured the feeling of the day. 
I just need to make a small 
correction. The event was a 
collaboration of the Jeffery 

Hale Friends' Foundation and 
the St. Brigid's Foundation. 
My collaborator was Patricia 
Lemieux, representing the 
St Brigid's Foundation. Pat's 
support was very important to 
the success of event. Thanks 
also to Bethann Merkle for 
her pictures and delightful 
sketches!

Gail Quinn 

L ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Visiting 
Choir

As part of their Québec 
2012 tour, the Rocky Moun-
tain Children’s Choir from 
Denver,  Colorado,  w i l l 
present two concerts in the 
region. This talented group 
of 55 young men and women, 
directed by Leslie Britton 
and Lisa Cameron, will be 

giving an exciting concert of 
choral music ranging from 
traditional selections from 
around the world to a variety 
of contemporary classics.

The choir will perform 
on  Wednesday, June 20 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity, 31 rue des 
Jardins, Quebec, and Thurs-
day, June 21 at 7:30 p.m. at 
Église Sainte-Pétronille, 21 
chemin de l’Église, Sainte-

N EWSY NOTE

Guy Laliberté and Robert Lepage discuss Laliberté’s GAIA project at the Grand Opening 
on June 7, 2012.

Bethann G. Merkle

Gu y L a l iber t é  i s 
a larger-than-life 
Quebec native who 

has significantly raised 
the profile of his home city 
and province, the circus 
arts, and more recently, 
g lobal concerns about 
access to safe water.  In his 
most recent project, GAIA, 
Laliberté takes a direct shot 
at the water issue.  GAIA is a 
touring photography exhibit 
featuring large-format 
photographs Laliberté took 
while aboard the Interna-
tional Space Station in 2009.  
The exhibit is sponsored by 
Fondation Desjardins, and 
all proceeds benefit ONE 
DROP, a nonprofit initiative 
Laliberté founded to “fight 
poverty by providing access 
to water, and to raise in-
dividual and community 
awareness [...] so that safe 
water is accessible to all, in 
sufficient quantity, today 
and tomorrow.”  

During a June 7 press 
event that heralded the 
opening of GAIA in Quebec 
City, Laliberté said he 
wanted these photos to 

“communicate the fragility 
of the earth, when contrast 
against the universe,” and 
specifically, to emphasize 
the role of water in that 
fragile balance.  His trip 

into space made him the 
f irst private Canadian 
citizen in space, as well as 
the first artist to conduct 
what has been cal led 
a “Poetic Social Mission.”  
Laliberté notes that at the 
time, the photographs were 
only meant to become “part 
of the scrapbook of my life”   

— something he planned 
to share with family and 
friends.

Over time, an idea formed, 
to show the images to the 
public.  The photographs 
focus on various watersheds 
and water bodies across 
the surface of the art, and 
Laliberté’s vision now is 
that, “through the medium 
of art, GAIA aims to raise 
awareness among visitors 
of the importance of water 
as a source of life and of 
the need to protect this 
vital resource throughout 
the world.”

Laliberté was joined at 
the press conference by 
Monique F. Leroux, Chair 
of the Board, President 
and CEO, of the Desjardins 
Group.  Leroux spoke of 
the significance of sus-
tainable development for 
assuring access to water, 
and stated that education 
is essential to furthering 
these efforts.  In addition 
to sponsoring the exhibit, 

Fondation Desjardins is 
also sponsoring a contest 
during the duration of the 
exhibit.  Students in envi-
ronmental studies can apply 
for a $1,500 scholarship, and 
students in any field can 
apply for a $1,000 award.  
Complete details about the 
contest can be found at 
http://fondation-desjardins.
com/gaia.

Following the press con-
ference, Laliberté led a tour 
of the photo exhibit, accom-
panied by Robert Lepage, of 
Ex Machina.  Fittingly, the 
two masters of spectacle 
and crowd impact were 
surrounded by cameras and 
journalists asking questions, 
as they walked through 
the exhibit.  The signature 
aspects of this exhibit are 
size and location - all the 
photos are nearly as large 
as an adult, and while a few 
images are presented in the 
Grand Théâtre’s art gallery, 
the majority of the exhibit is 
on display outdoors, in front 
of the Grand Théâtre and 
across the street in the Parc 
de l’Amérique-Française.  
Aside from the scale of 
the photos, the exhibit is 
noteworthy in that this is 
the first public exhibition 
ever presented in this park.  
Due to collaboration with 
the Quebec City Council 

and the Commission de 
la capitale nationale du 
Québec, the photos will 
be visible in the park from 
June 7 to July 7.  

At the close of the event, 
Laliberté noted that it 
is possible to contribute 
to ONE DROP’s efforts 
through donations, and 
also by purchasing products 
associated with the GAIA 
project.  Large-format 
photo books are available 
in three editions ranging 
from $65.00 for the trade 
edition to $7,000 for the 

luxury, hand-bound artist 
edition.  Large format prints, 
ranging from 20x30 inches 
to 72x108 inches are priced 
from $2,500 to $25,000.  
Purchases and inquiries 
can be made, during the 
duration of the exhibit, at 
the Grand Théâtre art 
gallery.  After the exhibit, 
visit http://ONEDROP.org/
GAIA, where you can also 
f ind more information 
about the project, includ-
ing upcoming tour dates in 
other cities.  

Laliberté concluded by 

saying, “I hope the citizens 
of the earth are realizing 
that our adaptability is 
dependent on the continu-
ity of a fragile planet, and 
water is at the heart of it.  
I hope you will all pass the 
message, and participate 
in GAIA, to support ONE 
DROP’s efforts.”
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GAIA takes 'global perspective' to new heights

The Rocky Mountain Children’s Choir will be performing in Quebec City and on Île d’Orléans on June 20 and 21.

Pétronille, Île d’Orléans.
Both concerts are free of 

charge, with donations ac-
cepted at the door to benefit 

each parish. For details, 
email acfeaquebec@gmail.

com or call 418-688-1412. 


