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QCT Mystery Photo of the Week Contest

Question: What is the name of the festival in which this family 
participated, and which centuries are represented by this festival.  
Bonus question: What is the technical name for the gentleman’s 
hat?  
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Quebec City is full 
of picturesque and 
noteworthy vistas 

and scenes.  The QCT 
Mystery Photo Contest 
offers readers opportunities 
to appreciate the city from 
some well-known and less 
familiar angles. We hope you 
have as much fun with the 
mystery photos as we do!  

The theme of the August 
Mystery Photo Contest is 
“Local Events & Festivi-
ties.”

La Maison Anglaise 
bookstore is the official 
sponsor of the Mystery 
Photo Contest. The prizes 
offered are gift certificates 

and books from 
the store. We 
also have a gift 
certificate from 
t h e  C e n t r e 
Chiropratique 
Soulard Tickel 
for the Grand 

Prize winner - the person 
who may answer all of this 
month’s questions cor-
rectly.

Submit your answer for 
this week’s mystery photo by 
e-mail to photo@qctonline.
com or by regular mail to 
the Quebec Chronicle-Tele-
graph, 1040 rue Belvedere, 
Suite 218, Quebec, QC G1S 
3G3, along with your name, 
mailing address and phone 
number.

The entry deadline for 
Mystery Photo #11 is before 
5:00 p.m., Friday, August 
17. Telephone entries will 
not be accepted. Starting 

in August, the winners of 
the weekly contests will be 
announced two weeks after 
the relative photo appears in 
the paper rather than at the 
end of the month. We don’t 
want to keep you waiting so 
long before you learn what 
the correct answer is and 
who the winners are. Only 
the Grand Prize winner - if 
any - will be announced at 
the end of the month.

T he  My ster y  Photo 
Contest is open to all QCT 
readers. There is a limit 
of one entry per week, per 
household. Good luck! For 
more complete details of 
the RULES AND REGULA-
TIONS of the Mystery Photo 
Contest, please visit the QCT  
web page “EDITORS PICKS” 
at www.qctonline.com

See page 6 for the list of winners 
of the Mystery Photo contest for 
the month of July.

By Bethann g. Merkle

Espace St-Michael (ESM) 
may be a familiar space 
to many QCT readers. 

Since it was built in 1946, 
in honour of soldiers from 
the parish who perished in 
World War II, the expansive 
two-story building next to St. 
Michael’s Anglican Church 
on chemin Saint-Louis in 
Sillery has been a vibrant 
community center. After over 
sixty years of hosting  Boy 
Scouts, wedding receptions, 
dances, support groups, and 
more, ESM is transitioning 
beyond this fundamental 
role. The building, with all 
its historic and emotional 
significance, is the corner-
stone of Developpement 
St-Michael (DSM), a non-
profit co-operative housing 
project which is currently in 
the environmental planning 
stages.  

ESM board members 
Katharina Urbschat and 
James Lambert, also a long-
time member of the parish, 
recently shared their vision 
for the project. Lambert 
joined ESM because, “I 
wanted to help preserve the 
building, and to maintain 
it as a community space.” 
Urbschat said, “I think it is a 
magnificent space for cultural 
activity. It is very beautiful, 
and it is a wonderful place 
for music and dancing. People 
should party more, in a cel-
ebratory way, and it is key to 
have someplace where people 
can get together to do so.” She 
continued, “I have organized 
events here for the German 

community, and there have 
been transcendental, eso-
teric, and spiritual activities 
here, too.”

Both Lambert and Urb-
schat hope ESM remains a 
place where spiritualities 
can encounter each other. 
Lambert said, “There is a 
need for a space to bring us 
together, to overcome the cul-
tural and spiritual walling-off 
of this era.” Urbschat chimed 
in, “At the very least, ESM 
is a space where everyone 
is welcome, whatever they 
believe.”

At this time, ESM contin-
ues to be open for public use, 
and is currently managed as a 
non-profit co-operated by the 
ESM board and St. Michael’s 
church. DSM has signed 
documents making this entity 
the official buyer of ESM and 
most of the church property. 
DSM is organized by a provi-
sional committee, and has 
already begun developing a 
list of potential co-op owners. 
Urbschat, who lives in the 
neighborhood, plans to live 
in the co-op once it is built, 
and she noted there is still 
room on the list for additional 
interested individuals. “This 
project is being created by 
the people who are here, and 
who will be a part of it when 
it is done,” she said.

W hi le DSM is in the 
process of purchasing the 
property, they have simulta-
neously been working with 
architect Charles Garant and 
heritage architecture preser-
vation specialist Marie-Josée 
Deshênes to draft plans for 
the physical development of 

the site. Lambert said, “The 
concept has evolved so many 
times. It is much easier when 
a developer just comes in and 
says what he’s going to do. But 
this is a complex community 
project which is stronger for 
all the input,” which has been 
provided by neighbors, parish 
members, and ESM users.  

Urbschat pointed out, 
“We are creating something 
out of thin air. Co-operative 
housing is a popular concept 
in other places, but not 
well-known here. There 
are no rigid guidelines for 
this.”  At that, Lambert un-
derscored the bottom line 
of the project. There are no 
guidelines, “Except that we 
want to preserve ESM as a 
community space. There is a 
joint committee between the 

Diocese, DSM, and the parish, 
and that is playing a key role.  
The co-operative community 
aspect is the cornerstone of 
the project. We are doing 
this to preserve Espace St-
Michael.”

Lambert and Urbschat 
agree that the project is 
making significant progress. 
Urbschat said, “It has now 
transitioned from a vision 
into an actual project. We 
are getting there. There was 
a timeline in the offer signed, 
and we are on track for that.” 
Lambert clarified, “While 
the overall timeline is not 
finalized, we are in the envi-
ronmental studies phase.”

For more information 
about using the space, or 
the development project, 
Lambert and Urbschat en-

courage readers to come to 
the Fête de quartier de Sillery 
which takes place on avenue 
Maguire on Sunday, August 
19.  Espace St-Michael and 
Developpement St-Michael 
will have a joint information 
display set up during the 
event, and this will be a great 
opportunity to have questions 
answered in person.

If you are interested in 
renting space in ESM for a 
community event, a wedding 
celebration, or any other 
activity, please contact the 
building’s co-ordinator, Sylvie 
Légaré, at 418-527-4454, 418-
876-4497, or by email at mkt.
de.soi@hotmail.com.

If you would like more 
information about the de-
velopment project, or would 
like to join the co-op list, 

please contact ESM and DSM 
chairman, Marcel Arteau, at 
418-204-1021 or marcelar-
teau@me.com.

Developpement St-Michael and the future of Espace St-Michael

The current architectural plan retains the historic nature of the church complex.
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