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Call for Sports & Recreation photos  Some sports fans are taking quality sports/recreation photos that might be suitable 
for printing in a sports section of the QCT. These pictures should be at 300dpi, very sharp focus, and a great action/still 
shot. If you have two or three such pictures, we would be interesting in seeing them for consideration. You may email 
them as an attachment to editor@qctonline.ca. Please identify the people in the photo (left to right) and give us some 
details of the event: when, where, teams.  They must be received by Saturday afternoon at the latest for our Monday 
production deadline.

S PORTS

Canadians among top Crashed Ice skaters

Crashed Ice competitors 
and fans alike look to 
Quebec City for the 

ultimate thrill. Among those 
perhaps most thrilled are this 
year’s Canadian competitors. 
Several Canadian rookies 
skated fast enough to bump 
out more experienced Crashed 
Ice pros during the qualifying 
rounds.

According to Red Bull, 
nearly 50 percent of those in the 

finals were Canadian. Thirty 
Canadians were among the 64 
skaters who advanced, follow-
ing eliminations on Thursday, 
March 14 and Friday, March 15. 
Nineteen year-old Scott Croxall, 
of Mississauga, Ontario, led the 
qualifying rounds, covering the 
594 metre-long track in a mere 
57.88 seconds.  

By the end of three days of 
grueling competition, Canadian 
skaters had upheld the national 
reputation. Saturday, March 
16, Canadian women took 
three of the top four honours 

– Dominique Thibault (1st), 
Fannie Desforges (3rd), and 
Alicia Blomberg (4th). In the 
men’s finals, Arttu Pihlainen 
of Finland won the champion-
ship, followed by Scott Croxall 
(Canadian), Derek Wedge 
(Switzerland), and Kyle Croxall 
(Canadian). Another Canadian, 
Adam Horst placed 6th. 

This year, three-person 
teams competed for the 
first-ever “Team Challenge” 
championship.  Two Canadian 
men’s teams performed par-
ticularly well, with the “Living 

bethann G. Merkle  
bethann@qctonline.coM
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Samuel Champlain, one of the fathers 
of New France, had a front-row 
seat for the eighth annual Red Bull 
Crashed Ice championship.

An estimated 100,000+ 
spectators l ined the 
course, pounding on the 
boards and cheering on 
the contestants.

Last Friday morning, a group 
of 13 soldiers of the Québec 
Voltigeurs, led by retired 

NCO Éric Godbout, re-enacted 
part of one of the most memorable 
events of the War of 1812, the 
March of the 104th Regiment of 
Foot. Clad in in period uniforms 
and snowshoes, and pulling a 
couple of toboggans, the 14 men 
walked from Grey Terrace, on the 
Plains of Abraham, to the Manège 
militaire, at Place Georges V.

 Two hundred years ago, 554 
soldiers of the 104th Regiment 
marched 1,100 kilometres from 
Fredericton to Kingston during 
one of the coldest, snowiest 
winters on record. They left 
the New Brunswick capital on 
February 16, 1813, crossed the 
ice bridge from Lévis to Quebec 
City on March 15, and arrived at 
last in Kingston on April 12. One 
soldier, suffering severe frostbite, 
died along the way.

The order to undertake such 
a move was issued by Governor 
Georges Prévost in Quebec. 
Knowing there weren’t sufficient 
troops to defend Upper Canada 
against an American attack 
expected in the spring, and re-
alizing the Maritime provinces 
were not likely to be invaded, 

Prévost saw the value of the trek. 
However, at the time, there were 
no roads between the colonies 
of New Brunswick and Lower 
Canada. Ship transport was not 
possible as the St. Lawrence 
River was frozen from December 
to May. At that time of year, a 
march overland on snowshoes 
was the only feasible way to move 
troops. The men followed the 
Saint John and Madawaska rivers, 
Lake Témiscouata and then the 
Grand Portage up to Rivière-du-
Loup. The six companies of the 
regiment left Fredericton at a 
rate of one per day starting on 
the 16th of February.

The feat of the 104th Regi-
ment has been commemorated by 
events in Fredericton and Grand 
Falls in New Brunswick, and at 
Fort Ingalls in Cabano, Quebec. 
Brian Macdonald, a member of 
the NB Legislative Assembly and 
a former graduate of Kingston 
Military College, actually walked 
the 344 kilometres from Frederic-
ton to Cabano during the past 
month. Unlike the year 1813 with 
its very severe winter, this year 
Macdonald could not proceed 
on the rivers and lake used by 
the soldiers. Neither the Saint 
John nor the Madawaska was 
frozen over, so he had to follow 
the Trans-Canada Highway.

Macdonald joined the Volt-

igeurs on Friday morning and 
addressed the public and the 
press in front of the Manège 
militaire. Steven Blaney, Minister 
of Veterans Affairs and of the 
Francophonie, also spoke. Blaney 
had taken part in a commemora-
tive ceremony in Lévis with the 
Chaudière Regiment earlier that 
morning and had marched with 
Godbout and the Voltigeurs.

The commemoration of 
the March in Quebec City was 
organized and financed by the 
Foundation of the Voltigeurs. The 
period uniforms and the snow-
shoes worn by the participants 
were supplied by the St. John 
River Society. Molly Demma, 
president of the organization, 
also spoke at Friday’s press 
conference. The toboggans used 
had been built in the traditional 
fashion by Malecite Amerindians 
from the Oromocto Reservation 
in New Brunswick.

Godbout and his troop of 
re-enactors were going to par-
ticipate in the Saint Patrick’s Day 
parade in Montreal on Sunday, 
March 17. It is unlikely, however, 
that they wore the snowshoes and 
hauled the toboggans.

To learn more about the event, 
visit the St. John River Society 
website at http://www.stjohnri-
ver.org/war_of_1812.htm

March of the 104th Regiment 
returns to Quebec

shirley nadeau  
shirley@qctonline.coM

the Dream” team taking second 
place.  

One of this year’s qualifying 
rookies was Quebec City skater 
Steven Cox, grandson of QCT 
contributor Bill Cox (see his 
January 16, 2013, article for 
more details). In the individual 

men’s category, Cox finished 
35th out of 64. His grandfather 
told the QCT after the race, “I 
haven’t been able to talk to 
him yet, but we are very proud 
of him for being one of the 
top qualifiers from Quebec to 
participate in the race.” Bill 

continued, “I know that he is 
working on the dismantling of 
the [Crashed Ice course] struc-
ture for his employer, Gestev 
Inc. [...]  We haven’t heard the 
last of him and the Red Bull 
Crashed Ice classic.”

Les Voltigeurs, dressed in period uniforms of the 104th 
Regiment, stop along their march in front of Martello 
Tower No.1. Kneeling, directly in front of the flag, is 
retired NCO Éric Godbout. To the right are Minister 
of Veterans Affairs Steven Blaney and New Brunswick 
MLA Brian Macdonald.  

QCT photographer Jay Ouellet went to the Cabane à sucre in the Bois de Coulonge this 
past Saturday, where you could have all the maple taffy on ice you want for $5. The 
Cabane will again be open next Saturday and Sunday. Among those who took advantage 
of the taffy were the people pictured. They went to St. Pat’s High School and showed 
up dressed like this. Some will be in the St. Patrick’s parade next Saturday. They are 
(back row): Alex Godbout, Anne-Marie Cech, Shirley Jobson and Russell Kueber; (front 
row) Renaud Bouvry, Louka Kueber, Liam Kueber, Xavier Nadeau, Benedicte Nadeau, 
Teodor Godbout-Cech, and Joachim Godbout-Cech.

Irish Taffy in the Bois de 
Coulonge 


