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WISH YOU A

HAPPY
ST-PATRICKÌ S DAY!
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S PIRITUAL CHRONICLES

BY FATHER ALLAN SAVAGE, ST.
PATRICK’S CHURCH

This year, the second 
for a St. Patrick’s Day 
parade in Quebec City 

for many years, gives us an 
opportunity to reflect on 
the soul of the event. For 
reasons well documented 
by the social scientist and 
various journalists, the 

“heart” of Saint Patrick, 
that is his love for his 
captors, has been somewhat 
submerged in the cultural 
festivities that have grown 
up around his painful life.

As we know, Patrick, a 

farmer’s son, was seized 
from the shores of Britain 
by pagan Irish raiders in 
the early 400s and held 
captive for six years in 
Ireland. He then escaped 
and fl ed to France where 
he refl ected on his captiv-
ity and recounted how his 
faith in God helped him to 
come to love his captors. 
Hardships under them did 
not generate hate or hostil-
ity, but as Christ suffered 
for him, he suffered for his 
Irish captors.

Later, having heard “the 
voice of the Irish” calling 
him back to Ireland, he 

returned to share his Chris-
tian faith with his former 
captors. In his Confessio 
he  writes, “I came to the 
Irish heathens to preach 
the Good News and to put 
up with insults from unbe-
lievers. How did I come by 
this wisdom which was not 
my own, I who neither knew 
what was in store for me, nor 
what it was to relish God? 
What was the source of the 
gift I got later, the great and 
benefi cial gift of knowing 
and loving God, even if it 
meant leaving my homeland 
and my relatives.”  

In 443 he returned to 

Ireland at the Pope’s request 
and began to convert the 
Irish. St. Patrick was not 
the first sent to convert 
the Irish heathens. In 431, 
Pope Celestine had sent 
Palladius to convert them 
but it was a miserable 
failure. Patrick’s success 
gave rise to the chant, ‘Not 
to Palladius, but to Patrick. 
God granted the conversion 
of Ireland.’ But what makes 
this saint’s heart so dear 
to us today, you may ask? 
Did the church canonize 
him for his great example 
of enduring hardship? Did 
the church recognize his 

success where others failed? 
Neither. Patrick was never 
canonized by the church.

The fi rst offi cial list of 
canonized saints compiled 
in 993 finds St. Patrick’s 
name already there! He 
became a saint, not by 
enrolment in the canon for 
his good deeds in Ireland, 
but because of what he 
came to believe in his heart 
as a captive in Ireland. 
His return to Ireland, for 
which the Irish have been 

eternally grateful, was not 
to attain his salvation, (he 
already was saved), but to 
share his faith out of love 
for his Saviour and the Irish 
people. Therein is our mo-
tivation for the celebration 
of Patrick who displays the 
true heart of a saint. This 
St. Patrick’s Day let us all, 
Irish and non-Irish, adopt 
the ‘heart of this saint’ and 
celebrate God’s love for 
us all.

The ‘Heart of the Saint’

AngloStore has opened 
a storefront in the 
city due to customer 

demand.
The bookshop began as an 

online service in February 
2010, aimed at residents of 
Quebec City and surround-
ing areas.

The new store is located at 
Place Naviles, 3400, chemin 
de s  Q u at r e -Bou r geoi s , 

Québec.
The store opened in 

mid-January. The official 
opening night party will be 
held on Wednesday, March 
23 at 7:00 p.m. as a show of 
appreciation to customers. 
Patrons are invited to have 
a glass of bubbly and see the 
store opened by a very special 
guest.

The store boasts a wide 

range of stock 
with new titles 
added daily.

The Anglos-
tore’s motto is, 

“If it’s printed 
in English and 
av a i lable  i n 
Canada, we’ll 
get it for you!”

Quebec City’s newest English bookstore opens

140 Grande-Allée Est, Bureau 600
  Québec QC G1R 5M8                                                           
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Happy St.Patrick’s Day 
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BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS L.L.P.

Building the Crashed Ice “benchmark”

Red Bull says Quebec 
City is the benchmark, 
the model for the 

sport,” affirmed Patrice 
Drouin, Gestev President, 
during a recent press tour of 
this year’s Crashed Ice course. 
The reasons are the same 
ones that make so many local 
events into international 
attractions – picturesque 
Vieux-Québec, the city’s 
tourist-friendly attitude, and 
world-class event production 
companies.  

The company’s motto, 
“Impossible is the least we 
can do,” sums it up. For 
several years, Gestev met 
the challenge of producing 
this extreme sport champi-
onship. Drouin pointed out, 

“The layout of the track is 
limited by the permits we 
are granted. They establish 
the limits within which we 
can design the track.” For 
example, the track forms 
six bridges crossing streets, 
and another nine crossing 
sidewalks – they ensure 
access to local businesses 
and services during the 
construction phase as well 
as provide adequate traffic 
flow during the event.

Martin Genois, Gestev’s 
P r o d u c t i o n  D i r e c t o r , 
explained the complex con-
struction effort in further 
detail. At 594 metres long, 
the track has a total vertical 
drop of 60 metres, and sup-
ports 2,899 square metres of 
ice. In addition, the course is 
a custom design each year, 
requiring specific plans, 
unusual equipment, and a 
substantial crew – it takes 
approximately 7,500 man 
hours to build the track and 
ice it over. Genois said, “The 
track itself costs $300,000 
dollars.”

Construction is only one 

phase in the process. Once in 
place, the track must be iced 
over. Genois explained, “In 
some places, they build these 
tracks with a base layer of 
snow, but here, we use layers 
of ice just like you would buy 
at the dépanneur – around 
20,000 kilograms of it.  Then, 
we spray water over it, slowly 
building up the ice.” The 
weather is another key factor. 
Genois continued, “We need 
about sixteen people and at 
least six days with tempera-
tures below 10º C to run the 
water and develop the ice.” 
In response to an obvious 
question, he replied, “This 
year, we’re not concerned 
about the weather. It will 
be cold enough, and anyway, 
higher temperatures just 
mean slightly lower-quality 
ice.”

The 2013 track has some 
surprises in store for specta-
tors and racers alike. Racers 
will start with the statue 
of Samuel Champlain to 
their right, in front of a 
backdrop of stars and the 
Saint Lawrence River. More 
significantly, Gestev has 
designed a feature which 
will stretch racers’ skills to 
the limit.

Drouin described it with 
a look of pure enthusiasm, 
saying, “This year, the last 
in our current contract, 
we’ve been particularly in-
novative. We have made a 
lot of changes which should 
ensure a great race, but ‘the 
‘spiral’ is the most obvious.” 
He added, “We’ve been 
wanting to do this, planning 
it for years, but we had to be 
sure the athletes could do it 
first. If the course was too 
dangerous, it wouldn’t be as 
appealing for either racers 
or the crowd.”

‘The spiral’ brings racers 
down from Côte de la mon-
tagne much more abruptly 
than in past years. Instead 

of a great broad turn, the 
track cuts across the road 
and descends in a tight 
360-degree spiral directly 
in front of the Fresque des 
Québécois. Racers are spit 
out into Place-Royale at high 
speed, at which point they 
must make two more turns 
in quick succession before 
taking the final drop into 
Place de Paris.

Gestev states that this 
spectacular race is the 

“largest winter technical and 
lighting show in Canada.” 
Unique adaptations to the 
track, using technology 
developed by Chantiers 
Chibougamau, will make 
it much easier for fans 
to view the racers on the 
track. Eight video screens 
will ensure spectators do 
not miss anything, and over 
2,000,000 watts of electricity 
will be used for sound and 
special lighting effects pro-
jected on the area’s historic 
architecture.

The course is most easily 
viewed during daylight hours. 
Qualification (Thursday, 
March 14) and elimination 
rounds (Friday, March 15) 
offer a slightly more spacious 
viewing experience, with day-
light and nighttime schedule 
options. The main event, the 
Crashed Ice International 
Championship, starts Sat-
urday evening, March 16, at 
7:00 p.m. Dress warmly, and 
plan on standing or walking 
in extremely tight quarters 
with at least 120,000 other 
spectators. Warmer, more 
comfortable options include 
a bird’s eye view from an 
apartment overlooking the 
track (if you know the right 
people), or watching the 
race broadcast live on TVQ 
and Sportsnet.  More infor-
mation is available at www.
redbullcrashedice.com.

bethann G. MeRkle  
bethann@qctonline.coM

This 360-degree spiral is the result of several years of planning, conducted while Crashed 
Ice Championship producers bided their time, waiting to be sure the racers could meet 
the challenge.
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It was a busy and exciting 
week for some students 
at Quebec High School 

during March Break. On 
March 8, this writer dropped 
by the school and discovered 
a “Christmas Dance” taking 
place in the gymnasium. 

P r o d u c e r  R i c h a r d 
Goudreau was putting the 
final touches on his fifth film 
in the series Les Boys with 
school scenes being filmed 
at QHS. Many students from 
both St. Patrick’s High School 
and Quebec High School were 
involved in the making of 
the film. 

With filming taking place 
from early morning to late 
in the evening most days, 
Principal Warren Thomas 
and Community Coordina-
tor Ed Sweeney, were kept 
very busy and were looking 
rather tired by the end of 
the week. Scenes were filmed 
in classrooms during the 
week of March 4 to 8 as well 
as aboard a reconstructed 
1960s school bus. Buses of 
that era simply no longer 
exist so the producers had 
to have one assembled out 
of the front section of a 1967 
model found in a scrapyard 
and the rear of a 1999 model, 
explained Gerry Drolet, one 
of the coordinators of period 
vehicles for the film. 

During a break in the 
filming, Simon Pigeon, 20, the 
young actor who is playing 
the role of Stan in the film, 
told the QCT that he has 
already appeared in several 
Quebec-made movies and tel-
evision series, such as Toute 
la vérité (2010), Les Étoiles 
Filant (2007), Un été sans 
point ni coup sûr (2008). 

Most of the students who 
were taking part in the film 
as extras will probably look 
forward to getting back to a 
regular schedule this week. 
It was fun while it lasted, but 
now it’s back to “real” school 
for all the boys and girls. 

Les Boys are back to school 

(LEFT) Ed Sweeney with Simon Pigeon, who plays the role 
of Stan in Les Boys, standing under the BOYS entrance of 
Quebec High School.

The parking lot behind QHS was full of movie trailers for 
the actors and staff of the production crew of Les Boys. 
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shiRley nadeau  
shiRley@qctonline.coM
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