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Shirley Nadeau

Over the past 30 years, a 
long list of performers, 
composers and musical 

g roups have presented 
concer t s  t o  ent er t a i n 
audiences in the beautiful 
sanctuary of Quebec City’s 
Chalmers-Wesley United 
Church, located on rue 
Sainte-Ursule near the 
Citadel.

Unique to these concerts 
is the fact that the wooden 
panel normally concealing 
the organist during worship 
services can be removed, 
thus allowing the audience 
to observe performers at 
work and watch their feet 
fly over the foot pedals. The 
comfortably-padded pews 
are set in amphitheatre style. 
The lovely, warm woodwork in 
the sanctuary enhances the 
acoustics. All these factors 
make any musical perform-
ance in Chalmers-Wesley 
an amazing experience. 
Refreshed and uplifted by 
the music and surrounded 
by magnificent stained-glass 
windows on a summer Sunday 
evening, what better way to 
prepare yourself for the week 
ahead.

For this summer’s Olive 

Neil Memorial Organ Concert 
Series, Alain LeBlond, Chalm-
ers-Wesley’s Musical Director, 
has planned six concerts 
featuring organists from 
Montréal, Trois-Rivières 
and France, to take place 
on Sunday evenings at 6:00 
p.m. from July 22 to August 
26, 2012. For complete 
program details, you may 
visit the Chalmers-Wesley 
Web site at http : //w w w.
chalmerswesley.org/en/sum-
merconcertseries.

This concert series is 
supported in part thanks 
to the Entente de dévelop-
pement culturel between 
the City of Quebec and the 
provincial ministry of Culture, 
Communications et Condi-
tion féminine. The series is 
named after the late Olive 
Neil, who left a generous 
donation to help ensure the 
concerts could continue and 
to encourage donations to 
help maintain and restore 
the organ as needed.

A free-will offering is col-
lected at each performance 
to help meet costs. All profits 
go to the Organ Restoration 
Fund. Tax receipts will be 
provided for those making a 
donation of $20 or more. At 
the end of each evening’s 

performance, there is a draw 
for a door prize ─ dinner at the 
Café de Paris for two lucky 
audience members.

Much work has been done 
over the years to maintain 
and upgrade Chalmers-
Wesley’s magnificent heritage 
organ. Built by the Warren 
Company in 1890, it consists 
of 2,381 pipes. The instrument 
underwent major rebuilding 
by Casavant Frères in 1912, 
and another urgently needed 
overhaul in 1908 by Guilbault-
Thérien. Now, some 30 years 
later, this fine instrument 
requires still more work to 
maintain the rich, unique 
sound that has delighted 
audiences and congregations 
alike for 122 years.

To learn more about the 
organ and its inner works, 
you are invited to attend a 
one-hour presentation by 
Alain LeBlond on Sunday, July 
15 at 1:00 p.m., and of course 
to attend the first concert, to 
be held the following Sunday, 
July 22, at 6:00 p.m. It will 
feature Montreal organist 
Melanie Barney, perform-
ing a program of works by 
Wagner, Elgar, Saint-Saëns 
and Vierne. 
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BethaNN g. Merkle

Although the site had 
been cultivated since 
the 1850s, it has been 

four decades since the soil at 
Domaine Cataraqui yielded 
edible produce. Thanks to a 
partnership between Domaine 
Cataraqui and Les Urbain-
culteurs, a local non-profit 
organization dedicated to sus-
tainable urban agriculture, the 
dry streak is over. This growing 
season marks the first of what 
they hope will be a long, fruitful 
relationship at the iconic Sillery 
estate. To learn more about this 
project, the QCT recently joined 
Les Urbainculteurs co-founder 
Marie Eisenmann for an in-depth 
tour of the garden site.

Eisenmann said the project is 
a combination of serendipity and 
practicality. “They [Domaine 
Cataraqui] would like to revital-
ize the garden, but they don’t 
have the manpower. It would 
cost them a great deal more to 
hire a private company, and they 
wanted to work with a non-profit 
anyway.”  Eisenmann clarified 
that Les Urbainculteurs is 
contracted to provide labour as 
well as to design and manage 
the garden. The objectives of 
the garden are multi-faceted: 
grow organic vegetables in an 
urban environment, present 
an aesthetical ly pleasing 
garden to visitors, and weave 
elements of the site’s history 
with sustainable agriculture 
to yield a tangible educational 
experience.  

To that end, many of the 
plants included in the garden 
design were historically grown 
in the Domaine’s gardens. Ad-

ditionally, heirloom varieties 
from around the world have 
been integrated to highlight 
the array of food options once 
widely available. These heirloom 
seeds come from Canada, the 
United States, Mexico, Spain and 
France, and include vegetables 
one seldom sees in the grocery 
store today: purple beans, white 
carrots, black tomatoes, red- and 
white-striped beets, for example. 
Eisenmann summarized, “We 
have more than thirty varieties 
of tomatoes alone, which is for 
visual effect and productivity, 
but also to show what is possible.” 
She estimates the area under 
cultivation this year at around 
1300 square meters, including 
space allocated for grapes and 
other vining plants which will 
be trained up the beams of the 
century-old greenhouses.

A garden this large requires 

a lot of labour, particularly 
since it has not been intensively 
cultivated in years, and will be 
cultivated by hand. Eisenmann 
noted it took nine people a full 
day’s work just to shape the soil 
into raised beds, and much more 
time went into to tilling and 
amending the soil and installing 
the irrigation system. Now, the 
fun, but labour-intensive work 
of planting is in full swing. The 
morning the QCT visited the 
garden, a minimum of fifteen 
people were diligently at work, 
seeding beans and carrots, 
transplanting scallions, erect-
ing trellis and live arches, and 
spreading straw mulch on re-
cently planted perennial fruit 
shrubs.

Eisenmann said the garden 
is Les Urbainculteurs’ largest 
project to date, on two levels. 
Not only is it their largest in 

total area, but it is also the first 
project of this scale in the soil 
that they have undertaken. Typi-
cally the organization’s efforts 
involve smaller projects, often 
executed as container gardens. 
Eisenmann  is enthusiastic 
about the scale and nature of 
the project, the opportunity to 
educate about historic Quebec 
City agricultural traditions, 
and also the potential to raise 
public awareness of her organi-
zation. She said, “We try to do a 
new project every year, to give 
us something to keep talking 
about, and to keep people in-
terested. Last year, it was the 
bees, and this year, it is this 
garden at Domaine Cataraqui.” 
She clarified, “The whole site is 
a public park, so the garden is 
open to the public. That is the 
whole point.”  

In conclusion, Eisenmann 

added a final point which makes 
the garden particularly notewor-
thy.  She said that, excluding 
community gardens, “this is pos-
sibly the only place in Quebec 
City where you can see viable 
urban agriculture in action. It 
is definitely the only public park 
with a garden like this.”

Naturally, a garden like 
this requires ongoing cultiva-
tion, and Les Urbainculteurs 
welcomes volunteers of all ex-
perience levels. Tasks remaining 
for the season include a bit more 
planting and seeding, planting 

the greenhouses, cultivation, 
and of course, the harvest. The 
produce will be donated to a 
local non-profit, yet to be identi-
fied, which has the capacity to 
share the produce with those in 
need. If you would like to help 
with the Domaine Cataraqui 
project, contact Eisenmann at 
418-694-7047 or info@urbain-
culteurs.org. You might find this 
writer out there too, helping 
with the weeding, pruning and 
harvesting, or just resting in the 
shade of the greenhouses.

A not-so-secret garden at Domaine Cataraqui

Les Urbainculteurs crew hard at work, transplanting fennel, 
planting carrots, and installing trellis for pole beans.

Thanks to long hours of hard labour, and a grand vision, the gardens of Domaine 
Cataraqui will soon be restored to their former glory and productivity.

On Sunday, July 15 at 1:00 p.m., Music Director and organist Alain LeBlond will give a 
one-hour presentation about the inner workings of Chalmers-Wesley United Church’s 
magnificent organ, including a tour inside the pipe chamber and a demonstration of 
the sizes of some of the various pipes. He will also perform examples of music composed 
for organ. 

Chalmers-Wesley’s 30th annual summer organ concert series

If you're visiting Prince Edward 
Island this summer, do pay a 
visit to Howes Hall Gallery, 3421 

Brackley Point Road, Rte. 15 in 
Brackley Beach. Howes Hall Gallery 
is a fine art gallery exhibiting a 
unique collection of original art and 
primitive hooked mats. The gallery 
features the work of The Group 

on Brackley Bay artists which is 
comprised of Quebec City resident, 
Mary Robertson, and four other 
Island artists: Betty Jenkins, Mary 
Ploughman Jones, Margaret Muzika 
and Linda Shaw Packard. Their 
recent work is exhibited in the main 
gallery and you can also take in the 
exhibitions of visiting artists in the 

Back Room Gallery. This summer 
two other Quebec artists will be 
featured in the Back Room Gallery: 
Joanne Coleman Robertson from 
July 17 to July 23 and Patricia Scarr 
from July 31 to August 13.  

For more information v isit 
howeshallgallery.com or phone 
902-672-4111.

Local Quebec artists exhibit their work in PEI
N EWSY NOTES


