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A look at the QCWC Book Fair
bethaNN G. Merkle

Two communit y book 
exchange events ‘book-end’ 
the Quebec City calendar 

– the Quebec City Reading 
Council’s Book Swap in March 
and the Quebec City Women’s 
Club Book Fair in October. This 
past weekend, hundreds of book 
lovers of all languages flocked to 
the Eastern Quebec Learning 
Centre, which was the location 
for both events.

Avid readers congregated 

around the veritable smorgas-
bord of second-hand treasures 
filling the EQLC gymnasium. 
Books are organized by general 
category: fiction, other lan-
guages, how-to, arts, poetry 
and literature, and so on. 
Prices for most books are $1, 
although some hardcovers and 
special titles go for $2 to $4. For 
voracious readers, collectors, 
opportunists, and curiosity-
seekers, this annual sale is not 
to be missed!

One young woman had found 

some quilting and knitting 
books, while another thumbed 
through the hefty pile of dic-
tionaries and thesauruses. Yet 
another young woman mulled 
over the trove of thriller novels 
and bemoaned the limitations 
of her carry-on luggage – not 
enough space to capitalize on 
the great prices. A couple were 
happy to chat about their treas-
ures, which included an Atlas 
of History and an illustrated 
compendium of Classy insults. 
The QCT’s Shirley Nadeau was 

on a treasure hunt of her own. 
Having once loaned a copy of 
How Sweet the Sound by George 
Beverly Shea to a now-forgotten 
friend, Nadeau was hoping to 
find it, or another copy, amongst 
the thousands of books. Her 
logic was, “As everyone donates 
books to this sale, perhaps that 
book was donated, and I’ll find 
it back.”

This writer was happy to 
discover several fine natural 
history books, a southwestern 
cookbook, and a couple of gar-

dening books in French, just 
right for building vocabulary. 
With arms full to overflowing, 
happy readers staggered out 
of EQLC and straight into the 
friendly smiles of various com-
munity organizations, including 
the St. Vincent Scout Troop. As 
if the countless books at bargain 
prices weren’t temptation 
enough, the gregarious scouts 
were selling a variety of home-
made goodies and hot dogs were 
being cooked outdoors.

Every dollar trading hands 

on Saturday was a dollar well 
spent. The scouts’ bake sale 
enables these youth to learn 
outdoor skills at summer and 
winter camps, while the book 
sale helps provide scholarships 
to women seeking to continue 
their education. Once home 
again, customers could settle 
down with their treats and 
indulge in a new read, secure in 
the knowledge that their contri-
butions support key community 
education initiatives.  

Members of the St. Vincent Scout Troop cajole customers with winsome smiles and 
delightful candor. After posing for this picture, they particularly wanted to know if 
they would make the front page!

The QCWC book fair is a well-attended and much-anticipated annual event.
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Shirley Nadeau

The Songs Of Nick Drake 
tour will give audiences a rare 
chance to experience Nick 
Drake’s music played by a host 
of Canada's finest musicians, 
with a string quintet playing 
the original arrangements 
that were written for Nick's 
albums by his friend Robert 
Kirby. To add to the intimacy 
and warmth of the music, most 
of these concerts take place in 
old churches.

I n  Q ueb e c  C i t y,  t he 
concert will take place at 
Chalmers-Wesley Church, 
located at 78 rue Ste-Ursule, in 

Old Quebec, on Sunday, Novem-
ber 11 at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are 
$35 and are available through 
Billitech or at the door the 
night of the concert.  

The tour features Toronto's 
alt-country darling Oh Susanna, 
Kevin Kane of The Grapes Of 
Wrath, and the tour's organ-
izer, British-born Luke Jackson 
along with a distinguished 
backing band featuring gui-
tarist Kurt Swinghammer, 
drummer Don Kerr, and double-
bassist Jason Mercer. The 
string section includes Sahra 
Featherstone, Alex Cheung, 
Johan Lotter and Wendy 
Solomon. Special guests are 

added in every town, making 
each concert a truly unique ex-
perience. The show in Quebec 
City is going to be really special, 
and the group is delighted to be 
bringing three performers from 
Montreal: Louis-Jean Cormier 
of Karkwa, Marie-Jo Thério, 
and Kim Bingham.

Nicholas Rodney "Nick" 
Drake (1948-1974) was an 
English singer-songwriter and 
musician, known for his gentle 
guitar-based songs. His particu-
lar style of guitar playing, based 
on several different tunings, 
together with his elegant finger 
picking techniques, result in 
beautiful harmonies. He failed 

to find a wide audience during 
his lifetime but his work has 
gradually achieved wider notice 
and recognition.

The Songs of Nick Drake 
was first produced by Luke 
Jackson at Toronto's Trinity 
St. Paul's United Church in 
November 2010. It was a tribute 
both to Nick Drake and Robert 
Kirby with whom Jackson had 
collaborated on his last album. 
Kirby had planned to fly to 
Toronto to conduct the string 
section at a similar concert a 
year earlier, but passed away 
unexpectedly a week before 
the show.

The Songs of Nick Drake in 
concert

“Don’t look, but I think there’s a ghost behind me!” 
(Spooky figures in front of a popular nightclub on Grande 
Allée) 

The National Battlefields Commission, a federal 
government agency responsible for managing 
the Battlefields Park (Plains of Abraham), is 
seeking for the following positions:

• SECURITY SERVICE MANAGER
 The job requirements include: 
 Diploma of Collegial Studies (DCS) in 

Police Science or the equivalent in the 
field of security, and ten years’ experience; 
or a combination of training and relevant 
experience deemed equivalent.

• GREEN SPACE SERVICES MANAGER
 The job requirements include:
 Horticultural and/or arboriculture training 

and 10 years’ experience; or a combination 
of training and relevant experience deemed 
equivalent.

For a detailed description of these two 
positions, visit the “Offers of employment” 
section at www.theplainsofabraham.ca.

Please forward your resume accompanied by 
a letter describing your skills for this position 
before November 6, 2012, to: 

National Battlefields Commission
390 de Bernières Avenue 
Quebec (Quebec) G1R 2L7
Fax: 418 648-3638
Email: nathalie.marcotte@ccbn-nbc.gc.ca

Please note that only the selected applicants will be 
contacted for an interview. 

Decorations in the Jardin Jeanne d’Arc glow in late 
afternoon sunlight.


