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Reader’s Digest magazine 
recently held a contest 
in which subscr ib -

ers were invited to submit 
entries and to vote for their 
community to be Canada’s 
most interesting town. 

They received some 700 
submissions from across the 
country claiming that their 
community was Canada’s 

“greenest, healthiest, most 

artistic and all-around best 
place to live.”

After counting all the 
votes the judges decided 
that the entry by Pierrette 
Pelletier proclaiming her 
hometown of Quebec City to 
be the most interesting place 
to live was the Grand Prize 
winner. Mrs. Pelletier took 
home a cheque for $5,000 for 
her poetic text. 

An adaptation of her 
winning text follows. 

“Samuel de Champlain 
had a dream when, in July 
1608, he settled in what 
would become Quebec City. 
Today, on the shores of the 
St. Lawrence, that dream 
still thrives. Quebec City, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
has always been a crossroads 
of nature and culture – from 
its array of parks, to the 

promen a de Sa muel -De 
Champlain and the Terrasse 
Dufferin, to the Saint-Louis 
and Saint-Jean gates, to 
the museums and historic 
monuments, to its university, 
its aquarium, to its ferries, 
and the horse-drawn car-
riages. Life here has always 
been tied to the changing 
seasons. In springtime, gulls 
and geese flock to the city in 
celebration. In summer, the 
Plains of Abraham warm, 
and tourists crowd the many 
festivals. In wintertime, 
Quebec City is blanketed in 
snow, and everything comes 
alive and alight at Christmas. 
Come January and Carnaval, 
everyone gets hopping in our 
beautiful city, which has only 
grown more beautiful over 
the centuries.” 

Editor’s note : We are 
curious - what is your 
favourite aspect of life in 
Quebec City?  Send your 
comments to the QCT to 
Shirley@qctonline.com and 
we will feature a few in a 
future issue.

A view of Canada’s Most Interesting Town: Quebec City from the Citadel. 
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Quebec City is Canada’s “Most 
Interesting Town”

bethann G. Merkle
bethann@qctonline.coM

Although the snow is 
melting fast in Quebec 
City, in the surrounding 

countryside and mountains, 
enough snow persists for 
spring dogsledding. The QCT 
recently enjoyed a behind-
the-scenes visit to a local 
kennel - La Poursuite. The 
kennel owners, Pascal and 
Danny Moreau, and some 
of the mushers, offered a 
glimpse into this traditional 
yet little-known activity.  

This kennel has 250 
dogs, all of which run nearly 
every day. During the winter 
months, the dogs are in use; 
they are on vacation during 
the summer. When they run, 
a team of six dogs is hitched 
to each sled, with two strong 
pullers in the rear, closest 
to the sled. In the middle 
are the pace-setters, quick 
runners who regulate the 
speed of all six dogs. One of 

these fast dogs is usually an 
Alaskan husky, more slight 
and wiry than the Malam-
utes and Malamute-crosses 
which make up the rest of 
the pack. The front two dogs 
are the ones which the driver 
(musher) actually directs and 

“steers.”
According to one musher, 

most of the dogs get along 
fine with one another. The 
few that do not simply are not 
harnessed together. Hitching 
the dogs requires strength 
and agility in the handlers, 
as most of the dogs are beside 
themselves with excitement 
about the day’s run. After 
being hitched, most of the 
dogs eventually settle down, 
dozing in the mid-morning 
sun.

However, when the first 
team is released, the entire 
kennel erupts - the din of 
250 dogs barking, howling, 
and pumping themselves up 
about the day's run is nearly 
indescribable. The pictures 

are misleadingly serene. 
Perhaps even more interest-
ing is the range of sounds the 
dogs make - "normal" barks 
are only a small portion of 
the squeals, yips, howling, 
and other sounds one seldom 
hears.

Located near Saint-Nico-
las, La Poursuite operates 
from December 7 to April 15, 
meaning readers have nearly 
two more weeks to get in on 
the fun. Arranging for an 
early sled ride means you will 
have time to wander through 
the kennel, meet some of the 
dogs, and experience their 
fervor before your ride. Later 
in the day, when more visitors 
arrive, access to the actual 
dog kennel is restricted to 
the staff. Planning a half- or 
full-day will also allow time 
to visit the adjacent sugar 
shack and petting zoo.

For more information and 
reservations visit http://www.
chenillapoursuite.com/en or 
call 418 573-7777.

A dog’s-eye view

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Be

th
an

n 
G

. M
er

kl
e

A striking diversity of colorations and configurations is present in the 250-dog kennel.

The musher’s view


