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Military Tattoo pays tribute to Canadian veterans of 
Korean War 

As part of the Quebec City 
International Festival 
o f  M i l i t a r y  B a n d s , 

musicians, dancers and singers 
from Canada, Belgium, Chile, 
France, Germany and Russia 
presented an impressive 
Military Tattoo at the Pepsi 
Colisée on August 22, 23 and 
24. 

The opening number, fea-
turing a march on of all the 
participating bands, celebrated 
the 15th anniversary of the 

The Grand Finale of the Quebec Military Tattoo featured some 700 musicians, singers and dancers from six different countries. 

military music festival with 
a rendition of the well-known 

“Hymne à l’amour.” This was 
followed by the entrance of 
the regimental colours of Les 
Voltigeurs de Québec and the 
Royal 22e Régiment, a general 
salute to Lieutenant-Colonel 
(ret) Yvan Lachance, president 
and general director of the 
festival, and the singing of “O 
Canada.” It was heartening to 
hear so many people actually 
singing the words of our na-
tional anthem, in the language 
of their choice. 

The three-hour long show 
seemed to pass very quickly. 
As soon as one band performed 
and marched off, another 
entered from the other end of 
the arena. 

Being from Nova Scotia, 
the stirring entrance of the 
RCMP Pipes and Drums Corps 
and Scottish dancers set this 
writer’s feet tapping. Follow-
ing their performance, the 
Canadian Army, Navy and Air 
Force Cadets from the Eastern 
Region provided a light touch 
as they “boogied down” while 

steadfastly playing their in-
struments and marching in 
complicated choreographed 
routines. 

The band of the Chasseurs 
Alpins, members of the elite 
mountain infantry of the 
French Army, entered the 
arena on skis and snowshoes, 
some towing their instru-
ments, including four 10-foot 
long alpenhorns, on tobog-
gans! Dressed in winter white 
uniforms with large berets 
jauntily pulled down on one 
side, they were definitely the 

Quebec City International Festival of 

The Canadian Army, Navy and 
Air Force Cadets of the Eastern 
Reg ion  demons t ra te  the i r 
signature energy near the head 
of the Military Music parade down 
Grande Allée and into the Old City. 
See more photos on page 4.

most stylishly dressed military 
group of the evening. Their 
music and humour were much 
appreciated.  

The Musique des Voltigeurs 
de Québec, the Naval Reserve 
National Band and the RCMP 
Pipe Band paid tribute to our 
soldiers, veterans of the Korean 
War (1951-1953) which ended 
60 years ago. In a very touch-
ing tableau, ranks of soldiers 
from the participating bands 
formed a passage for two young 
Canadian-born Korean chil-
dren who walked the length of 
the arena floor to greet a dozen 
or so Canadian veterans of the 
Korean War who entered from 
the opposite end. They walked 
away hand-in-hand with the 
veterans to a standing ovation 
from the audience. 

Three soloists of the Russian 
Red Army Choir, accompanied 
by the Choeur de la Cité de 
Québec and the Musique du 
Royal 22e Régiment, sang 
classical opera selections. 
They joined with the choir 
again later for a tribute to 
French chanteuse Édith Piaf 
(1915-1963), singing some of 
her classics such as “Milord” 
and “Non je regrette rien.” 
The words of the songs were 
projected on a screen and the 
audience was encouraged to 
sing along. 

The Royal Band of the 
Belgian Navy and the Army 
Band of Neubrandenburg, 
Germany, were impressive with 

their precise choreographed 
routines and excellent music. 
However, the “hit” of the 
evening, in this writer’s opinion, 
was definitely the Symphonic 
Band of the Chilean Air Force. 
Marching on in the formation 
of a jet fighter to the theme 
of Star Wars, they broke into 
an amusing “galactic battle” 
between two opposing ban-
dleaders, one who wanted the 
band to play popular jazz music 
and the other more classical 
military music. Switching the 
band constantly from one genre 
to the other, the conductors 
ended up having a mock fight 
with their “laser” batons until 
the musical director of the 
orchestra (Obi-Wan Kenobi?) 
appeared and brought them 
back into harmony again. 

The Grand Finale saw the 
entire cast of some 700 musi-
cians, singers and dancers fill 
the floor of the arena as the 
leaders of the various bands 
took turns conducting them 
in pieces particular to their 
country. One lone piper of the 
RCMP Pipes and Drums played 
the traditional and hauntingly 
beautiful “Amazing Grace” 
while the audience of some 
10,000 people hummed the 
melody along with the piper. 
The final numbers for the 
march off were “Scotland the 
Brave” and “Black Bear.” 

What is a “tattoo?” 
What began in Holland in 

the 1600s as a curfew signal 
to doe den tap toe or “turn off 
the taps” in the local bars, thus 
sending the soldiers back to 
their barracks, evolved over the 
years into a display of military 
music now known as a tattoo. 
The most famous is the Edin-
burgh Military Tattoo, which 
was first staged in Scotland in 
1950. The Royal Nova Scotia 
International Tattoo is the 
largest indoor tattoo, produced 
in Halifax since 1979. 

The Military Tattoo has 
become a very popular feature 
of the five-day Quebec City 
International Festival of Mili-
tary Bands, which ended on a 
high note on Sunday afternoon 
with a parade down Grande 
Allée. During the past week 
there were many free outdoor 
performances at Place George 
V, a Grand Concert at the Palais 
Montcalm, and a Musical Mass 
at the Basilica-Cathedral Notre 
Dame de Québec. Marching 
bands, music and much, much 
more!! A perfect way to end 
the summer. 

Military 
Music 
parades into 
Old Quebec 
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Quebec City International Festival of Military Music 
parades into Old Quebec 

A tuba player of La Musique des Voltigeurs 
de Québec reflects Porte Saint-Louis 
and the Garrison Club in the bell of his 
instrument. 

The Fanfare du 27e Bataillon de Chasseurs Alpins d’Annecy, 
France was the only band to incorporate performance steps, 
as shown by their return up Rue Saint-Louis.

A french horn from the National Band of the 
Canadian Naval Reserve plays a marching tune 
while reflecting the rest of the band.

Pipers of the 14th Wing Air Force Band from 
Greenwood, Nova Scotia. 

The Symphonic Band of the Chilean Air Force, playing in 
near-perfect in symmetry.

The baton drum major of  La Musique des Fusiliers 
Mont-Royal demonstrates his flair while passing through 
Porte Saint-Louis.

This sousaphone player, a member of the 
Symphonic Band of the Chilean Air Force, 
adjusts his hat during a much-needed break 
on Rue Saint-Louis. 

A Royal 22e Regiment horn player, looking for 
all the world like a dishevelled Beatles fan.

all photoS by bethaNN G. merkle

These heavy RCMP Pipes and Drums Corps drums were set 
aside once the band reached Montmorency Park.

A contingent of Canadian Korean War veterans 
led the parade making this happy fellow one 
of the first to arrive at Montmorency Park. 

The RCMP 
Pipes and Drums 
Corps maintained 

a  pu ls ing rhy thm 
as they passed the 

C h â t e a u 
Frontenac.


