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Shirley Nadeau

On a crisp December 
afternoon, Aldo and 
Alli hosted a Christmas 

party in the cathedral close 
(the courtyard of the Anglican 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity) 
in Old Quebec City. These 
charming animals, who 
normally spend their winters 
in the Bishop’s backyard 
greeting visitors over the 
stone wall, were brought 
into the close by their human 
caretaker, Sarah Blair, so they 
could have a close encounter 
of another kind. 

After a cordial greeting 
and some carol singing, ac-
companied by Sarah and 
Louisa Blair on violin and 
guitar, the sisters explained 
some of the history of the 
animals that now live on this 
sacred ground, and those who 
used to live here. 

A f ter ex plaining the 
reason why Aldo (the donkey) 
and Alli (the goat) are living 
in the Bishop’s backyard (see 
article by Bethann Merkle 
in the June 27, 2012, issue 
of the QCT), Sarah told us 
that the first two donkeys 
in New France were brought 
to Quebec by the Récollet 
Fathers in the early 1600s. 
They lived near the chapel 
which once stood where 
the Anglican Cathedral is 
today. After the first winter, 
however, the male donkey 

died. The female donkey con-
tinued living there for years 
with only a pig as a compan-
ion — the first “odd animal 
couple.” Wherever the donkey 
was, there was the pig. 

The Récollets Chapel was 
used for Anglican worship 
services from 1759 until it 
burnt down in 1796. The 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
was built between 1800 and 
1804 on the same site.

When the Anglican bish-

op’s residence was built in 
the 1840s, there was a stable 
for horses behind the house 
in exactly the same spot 
where Aldo and Alli’s winter 
quarters are today. During 
the summer months, this odd 
couple spend their time at the 
Blair farm on the bucolic Île 
d’Orleans. 

The donkey and the goat 
are now considered to be 
‘sacred’ mascots. Aldo and 
Alli have brought the ca-

thedral close community 
and neighbours together in 
a wonderful way. “When I 
think about all the secrets 
of this city, like the bees and 
chickens at the Château Fron-
tenac, it just fits,” concludes 
Sarah Blair. 

If you want to see another 
donkey, visit the Cathedral 
when it is open for worship 
services during the holiday 
season. At the front of the 
sanctuary you can admire 

the lovely crêche scene made 
with half life-size papier 
mâché figures of the Holy 
Family, shepherds, wise men, 
angels, and various animals, 
including a donkey. 

Following the outdoor 
Christmas gathering with 
Aldo and Alli, visitors were 
invited into the Bishop’s resi-
dence for hot chocolate, cider 
and cookies kindly provided 
by Cynthia Patterson. 

A 2013 calendar, with many 

photos of these charming 
animals, has been produced 
and are for sale at the cathe-
dral for $15. Note cards, with 
a painting of the cathedral 
and Aldo and Alli by Minum 
Blair, are also available for 
sale. Profits go towards the 
Cathedral Close Community 
Green Ministry, a project to 
enhance the cathedral prop-
erty for the enjoyment of the 
greater community. 

Aldo and Alli’s Christmas party 

Happy New Year 2013!

“Il est né, le divin enfant” sang the assembled carolers, with the help of Aldo and Alli. Sarah Blair with her animal friends, Aldo and Alli.
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Shirley Nadeau

T
he QCT went to print 
before the big New 
Yea r ’s  E ve  pa r t y 

pla n ned for  Monday 
evening on Grande Allée 
but it sounds like it was 
a going to be a really 
spectacular event this 
year with an outdoor per-

formance by none other 
than pop-culture icon 
Boy George, plus a giant 
Ferris Wheel, projections 
of cartoons by cartoon-
ist André-Philippe Côté, 
fireworks at midnight and 
dancing in the street into 
the wee hours of the new 
year. Two stages helped 
to keep the crowds enter-

tained at Place George V 
and on Grande Allée near 
the Concord Hotel. 

The genera l  d i rec-
tor of Action promotion 
Grande A l lée,  A ndré 
Verreault, made it quite 
clear that Boy George 
was not coming to present 
songs that he made hits 
when he was lead singer 

with Culture Club in the 
1980s, but rather would 
be acting as a DJ both 
on the outdoor stage and, 
after midnight, inside the 
Maurice night club. Boy 
George is also the author 
of several books, the 
producer of shows and a 
fashion designer. 

Boy George acted as DJ at 
the New Year’s Eve party 
on Grande Allée. 


